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PREFACE 


This  book  contains  written  records  and  other  authentic  papers 
of  some  Nichols  families. 

These  records  have  been  gathered  from  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Mary¬ 
land,  Washington,  D.C.,  Alabama,  Missouri,  West  Virginia  and  other 
sections  of  the  United  States.  I  have  compiled  these  records  not  only 
for  the  keen  interest  I  have  in  the  Genealogy  of  the  Nichols’  families, 
especially  my  own  Family  Tree,  but,  also  for  the  benefit  of  future 
Nichols’  generations.  If  interested,  they  may  not  have  to  do  so  much 
reasearch  in  order  to  obtain  the  authentic  documents. 

This  book  will  contain  my  impressions  of  the  early  Nichols  people, 
based  on  Court  Records  and  other  documents  plus  other  evidence  that 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain  down  through  the  years,  also,  facts  about 
those  I  have  known  in  my  own  life  time. 

There  are  many  fine  things  to  write  about,  also,  much  sadness  and 
many  instances  where  some  laughter  and  fun  prevail.  This  will  all  be 
authentic  and  much  proof  will  be  furnished  to  substantiate  this. 

I  will  name  places  where  some  of  our  Ancestors  are  buried,  hoping 
in  years  to  come,  if  any  of  our  future  generations  are  traveling  through 
the  area,  could  see  their  graves  and  perhaps  place  a  bouquet  on  some 
of  them. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In  introducing  some  of  the  Nichols  families  in  this  book,  you  will  notice  most 
of  the  records  we  have  at  this  time  are  from  the  Early  Colonial  Days  in  this  Country. 

in  order  to  give  us  a  better  understanding,  let  us  examine  what  facts  we  have 
as  to  where  the  Nichols  families  lived  before  coming  to  tins  country. 

First,  I  will  give  you  conversations  that  my  brother  Ralph  Nichols  had  with 
several  members  of  the  British  Army  in  1917.  My  brother  was  a  member  of  the 
Fifth  Regiment  U.  S.  Marines,  one  of  the  first  to  land  in  France  in  World  War  One. 
The  troops  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  had  instructors  from  the  British  Army.  These 
instructors  had  long  service  in  battle  and  battle  tactics.  Among  them  was  a  Captain 
Nichols  from  Yorkshire,  England;  a  Sergeant  Major  named  Nichols  from  Scotland, 
also  a  Sergeant  Major  from  Ireland.  These  three  and  my  brother  Ralph  became 
very  good  friends,  they  were  interested  in  the  Nichols  generations  in  this  country 
and  my  brother  Ralph  was  interested  in  the  Nichols  generations  in  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  three  British  soldiers  told  my  brother  that  originally  the 
Nichols  people  were  English.  They  said  that  the  name  Nichols  dates  back  before  the 
Twelfth  Cenmry  as  there  was  a  high  government  official  named  Nichols  in  office 
during  that  century. 

It  is  known  that  during  some  of  the  wars  that  were  fought  between  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland  a  number  of  Nichols  men  were  in  the  English  Army  and 
served  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  also,  as  government  employees  and  public  servants. 
Some  of  these  soldiers  and  public  servants  married  Scotch  and  Irish  girls  and 
remained  in  those  countries,  as  records  farther  over  in  the  book  will  point  out. 

It  has  also  been  stated  with  some  authority  that  certain  Nichols  families  in 
England  disagreed  with  the  English  governments  policy  toward  Scotland  and 
Ireland.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  portion  of  these  men  were  banished  to  Ireland 
and  their  properties  confiscated.  It  is  said  that  they  were  sent  virtually  as  slaves  to 
the  area  around  Dublin,  Ireland.  This  group  may  have  come  from  the  Yorkshire 
region  in  England.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  portion  of  this  group  escaped  to 
Scotland  and  took  the  name  of  MacNichols  at  least  temporarily  for  reasons  of  safety. 

In  Ireland,  especially  around  Dublin,  you  will  find  that  the  name  Nichols  is 
pronounced  Nagles.  Perhaps  I  should  relate  to  you  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  the 
name  Nichols  pronounced  Nagles.  I  had  a  small  orchestra  in  the  1930  s.  We  played 
in  small  supper  and  night  clubs  in  and  around  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Some  of  the  people 
that  patronized  these  clubs  were  from  Ireland.  One  evening  a  young  man  came 
up  to  me  saying,  your  name  is  not  Nichols,  it’s  Nagles.  He  said  the  largest  saloon 
in  Dublin,  Ireland  was  the  Nagles,  and  he  had  been  there  many  times.  I  talked  to 
him  and  others  from  that  area  on  several  occasions,  they  all  said  the  name  was 
pronounced  "Nagles”  in  Ireland. 

A  rather  amusing  incident  is  said  to  have  occurred  during  the  time  that  those 
Nichols  families  were  held  virtually  as  slaves  in  Ireland.  It  seems  that  some  of  the 
King’s  family  including  a  Princess  was  visiting  the  part  of  Ireland  where  the 
Nichols  were  sent.  During  the  Royal  Families’  visit  the  Princess’s  horse  ran  away 
with  her  and  was  saved  by  one  of  the  Nichols  men.  The  king  was  so  grateful 
restored  all  their  land  and  property  in  England.  Many  returned  to  England,  but 
some  did  not. 

In  reference  to  the  above  story,  I  wish  to  say  that  my  brother  Ralph  heard 
something  about  this  from  the  three  British  soldiers.  I  also  heard  something  like 
this  did  occur. 

I  hope  with  this  background  I  have  given  of  the  Nichols  generation  before 
they  came  to  America  will  give  the  reader  of  these  records  and  documents  I  have 
compiled  a  better  understanding. 
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CHAPTER  ONE 


THE  NICHOLS  NAME 

The  origin  of  the  name  NICHOLS,  came  from  the  ancient  English  name 
NICHOLAS.  In  the  early  history  of  the  English,  they  had  only  one  name.  There 
were  many  ways  as  to  how  the  English  acquired  their  surnames.  Quite  often  the 
way  they  spoke,  the  type  of  work  they  did,  the  manner  in  which  they  dressed. 
These  things  had  much  to  do  with  the  surnames  of  the  English  people  in  the 
early  history  of  England. 

My  research  reveals  that  the  origin  of  the  name  NICHOLS,  came  into  being 
as  NICHOLS  the  son  of  NICHOLAS,  and  it  is  my  belief  that  it  came  into  being 
sometime  between  the  year  600  AD  and  1000  AD.,  as  I  found  many  NICHOLS 
names  in  the  year  1000  AD.  In  the  year  1275  AD  there  is  a  record  of  a  John 
Nichols  that  held  a  high  political  position  in  England,  since  that  time  the  name 
has  been  spelled  many  ways.  You  will  find  a  number  of  NICHOLS  spelled  with 
two  "L’s”  (NICHOLLS)  this  no  doubt  came  from  some  of  the  NICHOLS  going 
into  Wales,  where  in  the  Welsh  language  it  would  be  spelled  NICHOLL,  this,  no 
doubt,  is  where  the  two  "L’s”  got  into  the  NICHOLS  name.  I  know  there  were 
many  NICHOLS  in  Wales  that  did  spell  their  name  that  way  as  I  have  seen  a 
number  of  Coats  of  Arms  that  had  been  given  these  families  in  Wales.  Many  other 
ways  of  spelling  NICHOLS  came  into  being  especially  after  coming  to  America. 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  name  NICHOLS  was  spelled  three  different  ways  by 
those  who  originally  came  to  America  and  those  three  are  NICHOLS,  NICHOLLS 
and  NICHOLAS. 

During  the  French  and  Indian  and  Revolutionary  Wars,  the  name  NICHOLS 
was  spelled  many  different  ways  from  the  original.  This  was  due  chiefly  to  not 
much  education  themselves  or  the  Muster  Officers  that  wrote  their  names  on  the 
War  Rosters.  You  could  find  the  name  NICHOLS  spelled  NICCHOLS,  NICOLS, 
NICHOLES,  NICHOLIS,  NICCOLS  and  many  other  ways.  You  would  also  find 
in  these  rosters  where  the  name  is  spelled  like  those  mentioned  above,  but  in 
parenthesis  the  right  way  to  spell  their  names  was  NICHOLS.  Fortunately,  they 
could  shoot  better  than  they  could  spell  or  write.  In  many  cases  in  order  to  be 
eligible  to  receive  pensions  or  Land  Grants  for  service  in  these  wars,  they  had  to 
spell  their  names  the  way  it  was  spelled  on  the  Roster,  and  henceforth  carried 
that  name  on  as  their  family  name.  I  might  add  that  the  ancient  name  NICHOLAS 
from  which  the  NICHOLS  originated,  might  have  come  from  Brittany  France. 
I  have  seen  some  reference  to  that  and  also  might  add  that  a  number  of  NICHOLAS 
Coats  of  Arms  are  of  French  origin. 

EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES  IN  VIRGINIA 

In  writing  of  the  Nichols  families  in  Virginia  it  would  take  many  books  to 
tell  the  whole  story  of  these  Nichols  families  in  this  state.  Jamestown,  Virginia,  is 
where  the  first  Nichols  stepped  ashore  in  the  New  World.  Before  speaking  of 
him  I  shall  try  to  give  a  little  of  his  background. 

John  Nichols,  in  1598  from  Leicestershire  (County)  England,  gave  a  recom- 
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mendation  to  John  Clay  and  his  wife.  My  research  in  England  about  this  stated 
that  it  is  quite  likely  that  John  Nichols  was  in  the  political  field  and  recommended 
John  Clay  and  his  wife  for  some  kind  of  a  position.  Fifteen  years  later,  the  year 
1613,  this  John  Clay  landed  at  Jamestown,  Virginia.  In  I6l9  William  Nichols 
arrived  at  Jamestown,  Virginia  and  was  the  first  Nichols  on  record  that  came  to 
the  New  World.  The  records  state  that  John  Clay  stood  good  for  his  passage  and 
turned  over  to  him  two  (2)  Barrels  of  Corn,  Shot  and  Powder  and  other  essential 
things  that  were  needed.  The  record  also  states  that  he  bounded  himself  to  work  for 
John  Clay  (the  records  says  as  a  servant)  until  the  debt  was  paid.  In  1623  John 
Clay’s  wife  (1  believe  her  name  was  Anna)  came  to  her  husband  in  Virginia.  In 
further  research  in  England,  it  is  reliably  stated  that  his  wife’s  maiden  name  was 
Anna  Nichols  and  they  state  she  no  doubt  was  a  daughter  of  the  John  Nichols 
mentioned  above  and  a  sister  of  William  Nichols  who  came  to  Virginia  in  1619. 
(My  proof  of  this  is  in  the  Historical  R.ecord  of  Adventures  of  Purse  and  Person 
giving  all  the  English  Speaking  Families  in  Virginia  from  1607  to  1630). 

William  Nichols,  first  Nichols  on  record  to  come  to  the  New  World  was  26 
years  old  when  he  arrived.  He  came  on  the  ship  "Duty.”  He  was  not  married.  It 
has  been  suggested  by  some  that  this  William  Nichols  may  have  married  into  the 
Pochohontas  Family  as  Pochohontas  did  have  some  younger  sisters.  It  has  also  been 
suggested  that  when  the  boat  load  of  ladies  came  over  in  1619  to  become  the 
brides  of  the  Virginia  planters  that  he  may  have  married  one  of  them.  I  must 
state  frankly  that  I  do  not  know  whom  he  married,  if  at  all,  as  there  was  no 
permanent  record  kept  until  1634  and  I  might  add  that  is  the  oldest  continuous 
record  in  this  country. 

You  will  on  the  following  pages,  photostatic  copies  of  Nugent  Land  Grants 
and  among  them  in  the  l600’s  were  many  Nichols  families.  This  is  especially 
true  from  the  l640’s  to  the  l670’s.  There  were  also  many  other  Nichols  in 
Virginia  in  the  l600’s  that  were  not  listed  in  Land  Grants. 

I  might  add  that  originally  there  were  eight  (8)  counties,  shires  or  parishes  in 
Virginia,  dating  from  1634.  These  counties  were  located  along  the  Atlantic  Coast 
and  perhaps  claim  supervision  fifty  to  seventy-five  miles  inland.  In  the  early  days, 
if  you  were  farther  inland  than  that,  you  were  in  Indian  Country. 

In  the  late  l600’s  and  up  until  the  middle  1700’s  a  large  number  of  families 
including  many  Nichols  Families  came  into  Virginia  not  only  from  England,  Scot¬ 
land  and  Ireland  but  also  from  other  colonies  in  the  New  World,  particularly 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.  As  the  new  settlers  kept  pouring  into  Virginia  and 
pushing  farther  inland  away  from  their  Church  Parishes  (Episcopalian)  and  their 
County  Seats  of  the  respective  counties,  their  families  could  not  get  to  church  and 
it  took  them  so  long  to  get  to  the  county  seats  to  transact  their  business,  the 
settlers  began  to  ask  for  new  counties.  Some  were  granted. 

In  1738  the  settlers  had  pushed  farther  inland  and  asked  for  a  county  to  be 
known  as  Lunnernburg  County  and  a  Church  Parish  (Episcopalian)  in  that  area. 
Lunnenburg  County  was  formed  in  1745,  the  county  seat  was  Lunnenburg  and 
it  was  located  in  the  Southwestern  part  of  Virginia,  extending  originally  to  the 
North  Carolina  Line  to  what  is  now  the  Tennessee  Line  and  perhaps  as  far  back  as 
anyone  wanted  to  go  to  get  back  into  the  Indian  country. 

In  old  Lunnenburg  Countv  mr^ny  Nichols  families  lived.  I  might  add  in  1747 
a  John  Nichols  v.'as  admitted  to  the  bar  to  practice  law  in  Lunnenburg  County. 
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I  might  also  state  that  in  old  Lunnenburg  County  many  Nichols  families  went 
from  Virginia  into  Tennessee  and  that  includes  my  own  lineage.  Also,  some  families 
that  went  into  North  and  South  Carolina  went  from  Lunnenburg  County. 

In  1752  Halifax  County  was  created  from  a  part  of  Lunnenburg  County  and 
you  will  find  a  number  of  records  from  Halifax  County  Clerk’s  Office  that  have 
to  do  with  Nichols  families  including  the  record  of  the  Nichols  that  married 
Mary  Jefferson. 

In  1753  Bedford  County  was  formed  from  part  of  Lunnenburg  County  and 
this  is  the  county  my  direct  ancestors  lived  in  before  coming  to  Tennessee.  I  might 
add  their  were  seven  counties  formed  from  the  original  Lunnenburg  County  and 
in  all  of  these  counties  there  lived  in  the  early  days  many  Nichols  families.  There 
were  also  Nichols  families  in  all  the  other  Virginia  counties. 

I  wish  I  had  the  time  to  write  in  depth  about  Lunnenburg  County  as  in  the 
boundaries  of  this  county  is  the  so  called  Indian  Burial  Grounds,  but  in  fact,  it  was 
the  burial  grounds  of  the  lost  colony  of  the  English  speaking  people  that  perished 
or  were  killed  or  carried  away  by  the  Indians  as  captives  in  1587  and  1607. 

There  were  a  number  of  Nichols  men  from  Virginia  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War  there  were  over  100  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  John  and  James  Nichols 
were  at  Valley  Forge.  Many  were  with  Washington  throughout  the  entire  war. 
There  were  also  Nichols  men  at  Yorktown  when  Cornwalis  surrendered  to 
General  Washington. 

It  might  be  interesting  for  you  to  know  how  they  selected  the  men  from 
Virginia  to  go  to  the  Continental  Army  (Washington’s  Army).  You  could  enlist, 
or  if  you  were  in  the  Virginia  Militia,  the  squads  in  the  Militia  Companies  were 
comprised  of  ten  men,  if  none  of  the  ten  men  out  of  each  squad  volunteered  to 
serve,  they  would  draw  straws  and  one  of  the  men  out  of  the  ten  would  have  to  go. 
In  other  words  one  man  out -of  every  ten  in  the  Virginia  Militia  would  have  to 
serve  either  voluntarily  or  had  to  go  to  the  Continental  Army. 

I  hope  by  these  words  about  Virginia,  it  will  give  especially  to  you  whose 
known  ancestors  came  from  Virginia  a  clearer  picture  of  some  of  the  Nichols 
families  that  lived  in  Virginia. 

COPIES  OF  NUGENT  LAND  GRANTS  IN  THE  I600’s 

(Some  of  these  we  knoiv  are  in  Virginia,  others  may  be  in  Maryland) 

Richard  Whitehurst  250  acres.  Norf.  Co.  Gaythers  Cr.  Oct.  20,  1648  for  trans. 
S.  Br.  Eliz.  River.  Andrew  Nichols  his  wife  Elizabeth,  Andrew  Wm.  and  Elizabeth 
his  three  ch. 

]ohn  Nichols  50  a.  Lancaster  co.  Oct.  19  1653  p.5.  On  the  Westermost  side 
of  the  Crortoman  Riv.  abutting  N.E.  upon  his  own  land.  Trans.  1  per. 

Henry  Nicholls  100  acs.  22;  Nov.  1651  p.  351  Lynhaven  Parish  Low.  Norf.  Co. 
On  the  head  of  the  Mile  of  Goldsmith  land.  Trans.  2  pers.  Henry  Nichold  and 
Ann  Harding. 

Samuel  Nicholls — 688a.  in  the  freshes  and  upon  N.  side  of  Rapp,  river  beg.  at 
Whitlocks  cr.  running  to  a  white  oak,  dividing  this  land  from  Thomas  Whitlock, 
deed.  &c.  20  Sept.  I66l  p.  301  (411)  Part  of  100  ac.  granted  to  sd.  Whitlock  but 


belonging  to  sd.  Nicholls  by  virtue  of  copartnership,  as  appears  by  records  of  Rappa 
Co.  Ct.  &  238  acs.  lately  purchased  of  Maj.  Wm.  Underwood  of  the  aforesaid  Co. 

John  Nicholls,  of  Corrotoman  Riv.  900  acs.  Lancaster  Co.  Mayl,  1657,  p.  203. 
(296)  450  acs.  N.  W.  on  sd.  N.  Ely.  on  land  of  Mr.  Edward  (lonnaway,  S.  W. 
upon  Nicholas  Geo.  &  Andrew  Boyer;  450  acs.  N.  Wly.  upon  Andrew  Boyer  and 
Geo.  Goldsmith,  S.  Ely.  upon  Mr.  Kinsey  &  Ed.  Edmonds,  dec’d.  400  acs.  granted 
unto  Thos.  Hackett  29  Nov.  1652,  assigned  unto  sd.  Nicholls,  50  acs.  to  sd.  Nicholls 
19  Oct.  1653  the  residue  for  trns.  9  pers. 

Henry  Nicholls  200  acs.  Lancaster  Co.  29,  July  1652,  p.  200.  Upon  N.S.  side 
of  the  S.W.  branch  of  Sunderland  cr.  opposite  land  of  Dennis  Conniers  and  Evan 
Davies  &  on  the  s.  side  of  Rappa.  Riv.,  Trans.  4  pers.  Ed.  Nash,  Harding,  Henry 
Coveil.  Wm.  Wright,  assigned  by  Mr.  Moone. 

Wm.  Nicholas  200  acs.  Surry  Co.  up  Smiths  Fort  Cr.  12,  Oct.  1652,  p.  140. 
Along  the  Reedy  sw.  &c.  to  marked  tree  of  Luke  Misen  &c.  Trans  4  pers. 

Evan  Davis  &  Henry  Nicholls  542  a.  Lancaster  Co.  19,  )ct.  1653,  p.  86.  Upon 
the  S.S.  Rappa.  riv.  and  upon  the  S.W.  branch  of  Sunderland  Cr.  beg.  near  the  sd. 
branch,  extending  S.E.  to  land  of  Richard  White  &  John  Welch — Ass.  of  John 
Pedro  &  Evan  Davis  12,  Feb.  1651  which  sd.  Conniers  assigned  to  sd.  Davis  & 
Nicholls  his  right  thereof,  reserving  for  himself  100  a.  &  242  acs.  due  for  trans.  5  per. 

John  Nicholls  400  acs.  Northampton  Co.  2,  Oct.  1655,  pr.  On  the  N.  Side  of 
the  main  S.  branch  of  Anancocke,  Sly.  on  a  small  branch  called  Ekeks  (?)  parting 
it  from  land  of  Wm.  Mellinge.  Trans.  8  pers.  Wm.  Kendall,  Mary  Crumwell,  John 
Haner  (Haver)  Richd.  Johnson.  Tho.  Sledwell,  James  Lyna,  Wm.  Stanton,  Rob. 
Stanton,  See  p.  406. 

Geo.  Weading,  212  ac.  80  perches,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Mar.  23,  1664  p.  162 
(41 )  Near  the  head  of  Tappin  Cr.  beg.  at  cor.  tree  of  Mr.  Rosier  Clk.  &c.  Trans,  of 
4  per.  Richard  Nicholls,  Mr.  Foote  (a  Scotchman)  Thomas  Browne. 

August  Co.  Va.  P.  259 — Executors:  Barbra  Nickels,  John  Poage.  Witt:  Andrew 
McComb,  Joseph  Reburn.  Proved  Aug.  17,  1774.  Will — John  Nickles.  To  wife 
Barbra — To  Eldest  Son  John,  To  Sons  Joseph,  Isaac,  and  Thomas.  To  Daughter 
Elizabeth.  Witt:  Alexander  Blair,  James  Reburn,  his  mark  John  X  Nickles. 

Will  Book  No.  1.  p.  109.  Will  of  John  Nickles  June  17,  1805  April  20,  1810. 
Wife  Sarah — son  John,  grandaughter  Pegg  Hall,  dau.  Martha  Richey,  Polly  Cravens, 
Betty  Blair,  Nancy  Nickle — Ex.  son  John — son-in-law  Joseph  Blair. 

Will  of  Geo.  Nicholls:  Va.  Historical  Magazine  Vol.  5.  Rappahannock  Co.  Va. 
Dec.  2,  1577.  Grandson — George  Glasscock — To  son  Zacharios,  To  Grand-daughter 
Ann  Downing.  To  Dan.  Ann  Glasscock,  wife  of  Thomas  Glasscock.  Grand-child 
Jane  Glasscock — Thomas  Glasscock  sole  Executor. 

Note;  W.  1.  B.  John  Nichols  of  Rappahanock  Co.  on  the  Corotoman  River  gives 
power-of-attorney  to  Wm.  Denbeign  to  demand  of  Nicholas  George  of  Isle-of  Wight 
Co.  14  of  700  acres  May  12,  1655. 

Norfolk  Co.  Va.  Wills— John  Nichols.  Book  6  p.  96.  Nov.  11,  1696.  Proved 
May  17  1697.  Wife  Judith  Nichols — Son-in-law  Mathew  Spivey  the  son  of  my 
present  wife  Judith  Nichols— Daughter- Ann  Spivey.  John  Nichols— Seal. 
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Will  of  Richard  Nichols — Book  E.  ql5  Aug.  30,  1675  Prove  Apr.  17,  1677. 
My  son  Henry  Nichols — My  Daughter  Mary  Godfree — My  Daughter  Margaret 
Whitehurst,  My  daughter  Elizabeth — My  son  Richard.  I  give  Elenor  a  heifer. 

Richard  Nichols — Seal. 

Will  of  Andrew  Nicholas — Book  C.  q  157  Maye  1,  1655 — Proved  May  15, 
1655.  Wife  Elizabeth  Nicholas  —  Sonne  William  Nicholas  —  Daughters  Elenor, 
Elizabeth,  Witt:  Henry  Nicholas,  Andrew  Nicholas,  John  Helden.  Codicil — To 
Elenor  Dau.  of  Henry  Nicholas. 

Will  of  John  Moon  Aug.  12,  1655,  mentions  lands  Samuel  Nichols  Lived  on  now 
named  Bethsaida. 

Will  Farifax  Co.  Va.— Will  and  Inventory  Sept.  22,  1762.  Wife  Mary— Children 
Fredrick-Geo.  Gerrard-John  Lewis,  Katherine,  Valentine,  Rachel,  Michael,  Names 
wife  Mary  and  Geo.  and  Fredrick,  Executors.  Geo.  Nicholas,  Blacksmith.  Book  1 
p.  343-346  Will  and  Inventory.  Feb.  10,  1762 — Sept.  22,  1762.  Teste — Thos.  Ford — 
Ed.  Ford — James  Devine — Thos.  Ford  Jr. 

Note — The  above  Geo.  Nichols  Son  is  given  in  the  1782  Census  as  Nichols. 
Born  1795  Geo.  W.  Nichols  Spelled  it  Nichols,  An  Old  Uncle  once  told  me  he 
saw  an  old  Nichols  Bible  and  they  spelled  it  McNicholes. 

CRONICALS  OF  SCOTCH  IRISH  SETTLEMENT  IN  VA.— 

CHALKLEY  VOL.  Ill 

Will  Book  1  p.  98 — p.  9 

Swain  Rambo’s  bond  as  administrator  of  Barbra  Rambo’s  Will  b.  3  p.  64 — as 
copied.  Appraisement  —  Aug.  5,  1761  — 165.  Thomas  Tosh,  James  Bein  and 
Neil  McNeal. 

p.  274  Mar.  24,  1755 — John  (X)  Nickles  will — To  wife  Barbra  to  eldest  son 
John;  to  sons  Joseph  and  Isaac  Greenbrier;  son  Thomas  to  dau.  Elizabeth.  Ex.  wife 
Barbra  and  her  bro.  Andrew  McCombe-Witt:  Alexander  Blair,  James  Reburn.  Proved 
8/17/1774.  Ex.  Brabra  X — With  John  Poage,  Joseph  Reburn. 

Apr.  8/24/1774  — 8/27/1774  — John  Nickle  his  part  of  legacy.  8/27/1774 
Ordered  to  pay  Ben  Lewis  1.10  pounds  part  of  Bens  part  of  John  Nickles  to  Andrew 
Ralstone.  8/27/1774  Ordered  by  Andrew  Nickles  to  pay  his  part;  ordered  by 
Elizabeth  her  part.  8/27/1774  ordered  to  pay  Andrew  Ralstone  3.0.0  pounds  out 
of  my  part  of  my  fathers  estate — William  Craig. 

p  117 — 12/11/1804  b.  10.  Jane  Irwin’s  will  to  dau  Elizabeth  Nichols,  Jane 
Irwin  dau.  Fanny  Allen,  sons  Wm.  and  Francis — dau  Susanna  Erwin. 

Page  283  Vol  II 

William  Ross  Will — wife  Jane,  dau.  Elizabeth  Gleave,  son  and  dau.  Daniel 
Green;  son  and  dau.  Adam  and  Mary  Russell;  son  John;  son  and  dau.  Moses  and 
Jane  Russel;  dau.  Letty  Ross;  Son  and  dau.  Samuel  and  Margaret  Ross.  Nap.  Wm. 
Ross;  son  Wm.  Ex.  Jane  and  Wm.  Ross  Jr. 

Deed  b.  4  p  20 — 299  9/24/1751.  Wm.  Kling,  blacksmith,  and  Mary  Ann  and 
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John  Nichols,  400a.  on  Moffet’s  Branch  of  Catheys  River,  Ralstons  Path;  patented 
to  Wm.,  2/10/1748 — Silas  Hart,  Sam  Wallace,  and  Alexander  Gibson. 

Richard  Carr  p  308. 

4/6/1757  p.  448  Deed  book  7 

Jon  Nicholls  of  Fredrick  by  John  Harden  his  atty.  in  fact,  to  Robert  Alexander 
and  David  Telford.  Nicholls  by  letter  of  attorney  recorded  in  Fredrick,  appointed 
Harden  his  attorney  to  sell  lands  he  might  be  entitled  to  of  Borden  or  otherwise. 
30  p.  500a  in  Forks  of  James,  part  of  Bordens  92100,  North  Branch  of  James. 
Teste:  Valentine  Sevier,  Wm.  McGee.  Delivered  Andrew  Hays.  Jan.  1760. 

P.  840  3/21/1765— XI 

John  Robertson  and  Mary  to  Thomas  Tosh  40p/560a.  on  Masons  Creek,  branch 
of  the  Roanoke;  corner  of  John  Masons  land. 

P.  513  1  /21  /ll66  Thomas  Nichols  (Nickles)  and  Jean  to  John  Francis  41.7 
p.  200a.  on  Middle  River  of  Shanandore,  oaks  in  the  Nacked  land,  at  the  foot  of 
the  ridge;  Wileys  corner,  George  Moffett  line. 

Book  19 — page  Nov.  19,  1772. 

Thomas  Nicholas  (Nickle  Nichels)  and  Jean,  Botetourt  County,  to  John  Hinds. 
Delivered,  William  Dickey  by  Hinds  order. 

Deed  Book  20— p.  265— Nov.  18,  1773. 

John  Madison  and  Aggathy,  of  Botetourt,  to  Geo.  Boswell,  tract  whereon  George 
now  dwell  Part  of  1000a.  patented  to  John,  2nd  June,  1758  corner  Abraham  Estis, 
patented  to  John  8/16/1756. 

Deed  Book  21  p  156  8/17/1775  Philip  eldest  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and 
John  Thomas,  executors  of  Samuel  Nicholas  to  Jacob  Brunk,  of  Fredrick,  Md.  on 
Brocks  Creek,  patented  to  William  Rutledge  8/20/1745,  and  by  him  conveyed 
to  William  Rutledg,  Cornelius  Ruddle. 

p.  553  8/19/1777 — Geo.  Boswell  and  Judith  to  John  Corthrae,  150a.  whereon 
John  now  lives. 

Book  22  p  72  5/19/1777 — Jacob  Nicholas  to  John  Rush,  on  Cub  Run  at  foot 
of  Peeked  Mt.  part  of  460a.  patented  to  Jacob  8/1/1772  corner  Anthony  Ayler. 
Delivered;  Peter  Rush. 

Book  23  p  304  Aug.  15,  1780  Barbra  Nickall,  Josep  Nickoll  and  Elizabeth, 
Isaac  and  Margaret,  of  Greenbrier,  to  Andrew  Nickoll  of  Agusta,  part  of  400a. 
patented  to  John  Nickoll,  deceased — 2/10/1748. 

Book  24  p  117 — 400a.  patented  to  John  Nickoll,  deceased,  10  Feb.  1748  and 
devised  by  will. 

Will  of  John  Nichols;  Dated  Mar.  8.  1743.  Wife  Alice,  son  Wm.  Nichols,  John 
Nichols,  Sarah  Seawells,  Elizabeth  Creekmur,  Mary  Seawells,  Alice  Seawells. 

Revolutionary  Soldier  Halifax  Co.  Va.  1744-1777.  Officers;  John  Nichols  Ensign 
in  Capt.  John  Milners  Co.  Mary  Jefferson  daughter  of  Field  Jefferson  (uncle  of 
the  President)  married  a  Nichols.  Had  son  William  Nichols,  and  daughter 
Susannah  Nichols. 
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John  Nichols  bom  1732  Dinwiddie  Co.  Va.  Died  1780  Spartansburg  Co.  S.C. 
Served  as  a  soldier  and  was  killed  by  a  band  of  Torries.  His  wife  was  Agatha 
Bullock,  married  in  1756.  His  daughter  Susan  Nichols  (1767-1858)  married  1795 
Charles  Littlejohn.  (There  were  probably  other  children  of  Agatha  and  John). 

On  a  list  of  families  of  soldiers  who  were  furnished  supplies  while  in  service 
in  Charlotte  Co.  Va.  1778 — William  Nichols  wife  Elizabeth. 

This  was  sent  Mrs.  Blake  by  someone  who  thought  she  got  it  from  W.  M. 
Clemmens  or  McIntosh  Va.  wills. 

Accomac  Co.  Va. 

David  Bird  and  Rache  Mason,  daughter  of  Middleton  Mason,  July  10,  1835. 
Thomas  Bird  and  Susan  Mason  daughter  of  Middleton  Mason,  Nov.  9,  1831. 
James  Duncan  and  Pemelia  Mason.  Dec.  20,  1821.  William  Ailsworth  and  Nancy 
Duncan,  Sept.  2,  1805.  Bennett  Mason  and  Rachel  Duncan,  Mar.  11,  1799. 

RECORDS  OF  SOME  NICHOLS  MARRIAGES  IN  BEDFORD  COUNTY,  VA. 


Basdell  Nichols  was  the  son  of  George  Nichols,  maker  of  the  will  of  1813, 
which  is  found  farther  over  in  this  book. 

Bedford  Co.  Va. 


Basdell  Nichols  and  Clarissa  Cannon,  dau.  of  Wm.  Cannon.  3/25/1799 

Thomas  Nichols  and  Nancy  Payne,  dau.  of  Wm.  and  Amy  Payne.  10/22/1798 

Jesse  Nichols  and  Sally  Fields  10/28/1800 

Flail  Nichols  and  Ann  Hatcher  1/4/1780 

Arch  and  Sarah  Woolington  11/25/1779 

Archibal  and  Judith  Hatcher  11/27/1792 

Wm.  Nichols  and  Pheba  Johnson  12/28/1786 

Elisha  Nichols  and  Nancy  Payne  7/24/1797 

John  Nichols  and  Sarah  Payne  10/29/1784 

Nehimiah  Nichols  and  Elizabeth  Blades  3/17/1791 


TAX  PAYERS. 
1782-87 


Augusta  B.  Fathergill 
Page  56  J.  Mark  Nangle  1940 


Archibald  Hatcher  Slaves  1 

Drury  Hatcher  1 

Elijah  Hatcher  1 

Farlor  Hatcher  1 

Geo.  Hatcher  1 

Capt.  Gideon  Hatcher  1 

James  Hatcher  1 

Jeramiah  Hatcher  1 

John  Hatcher  2 

Josheea  Hatcher 

Josias  Hatcher  1 

Julius  Hatcher  1 

Richard  Hatcher  1 


Buck 

Gooch 

Bed. 

1  Bed. 
Louisa 

11  Gooch 

Lou 

8  Bed. 

Lou. 
Lou. 
Buck 
7  Bed. 

2  Bed. 
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Samuel  Hatcher 
Sarah  Hatcher 
Thomas  Hatcher 
William  Hatcher 
Flail  Payne 
John  Payne 
John  Payne 
John  Payne 
John  Jayne  Jr. 

Joseph  Payne 
Thomas  Payne 
Wm.  Payne 
Geo.  Pain 
Henry  Pain 
Jesse  Pain 

Hinshows  Quaker  Genealogy  P  195  Vol.  V 
Caisars  Cr.  Monthly  meeting  in  Ohio. 

James  b  1770— 9-1-M  Ann 

b  1778  5-5 

Ch.  Enoch  b  1803 

Elizah  b  1805 

Wm.  1807 

Jos.  1816 

Bedford  County: 

Deed  Book  8— P  126—1787 

From  John  and  Martha  Nichols  to  Archibald  Nichols  102  a  next  to  Inman 
and  Keasey. 

Deed  Book  8—  p  122—12/27/1787 

Floyd  Nichols  and  wife  Nancy  to  Archibald  Nichols  107 — a  on  branches  of 
Mill  Cr.  being  part  of  Randolph  old  order  of  Council.  Witt:  Edw.  Hancock, 
John  Nichols. 

Book  10  p.  479  4-19-1798 

John  and  Martha  Nichols  to  Thomas  Payne  160  a  both  sides  of  Hunting  Cr. 
Book  8  p  321  9-25-1790. 

Archibald  and  Sarah  to  Uhle  1 06  a  head  of  Morgans  Mill  Br. 

Book  13  p  457  5-10-1803 

Archibald  Nichols  and  wife  Sarah  to  John  Ashwell  102  a  on  South  Side  of 
Hunting  Creek. 

Book  15— p  211  6-21-1817 

Archibald  Nichols  to  John  Ashwell  part  of  a  tract  belonging  to  Richard 
Hatcher  252-a 
Book  15— p  251  10-1-1817 

Archibald  Nichols  to  Edmond  Hudson  170  a  joining  Wingfield  line 
Book  7 — p  81  Recorded  10-27-1828  Appraisment  1981  17-V2 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


2 

2 


2 

12 

2 


Berkley 

Berkley 

Berkley 


Bed. 

Bed. 

Lou. 

Lou. 

Bed. 

Bed. 

Bed. 

Bed. 

Bed. 

Bed. 

Bed. 

Bed. 

Co.  now,  W.  Va. 
Co.  now,  W.  Va. 
Co.  now,  W.  Va. 


8 


Wm.  Updike  Adm.  Bonds — Samuel  Updike,  John  Allen,  Jane  Updike,  Edith 
Updike,  Milly  Updike,  Daniel  Updike,  Wm.  Updike  paid  Archibald  Nichols  $127.27. 

May  15,  1841  Geo.  Nichols  Adm.  John  Nichols. 

Archibald  G.  Nichols  Aug.  28,  1854  Chesley  Gundiff  and  others. 

Book  15,  p  107  10-2-1816 

John  and  Elenore  Ashwell  to  Archibald  Nichols  102  a  South  Side  Hunting  Creek 
Book  15  p  107  10-1-1817 

Elsha  Burnett  to  Archibald  Nichols  28  a  starting  Wingfield  Line 
Book  14  p  140  4-14-1814 

Richard  Hatcher  to  Archibald  Nichols  125  a — Daniel  Nichols  a  Witness 
Book  24p  30  10-30-1833 

John  Board  transfers  personal  property  to  ch.  of  Wm.  Nichols — Jane,  Isaac, 
Susannah,  Sara,  William  Archibald,  Abraham. 

Book  16— p  49  11-9-1819 

Archibald  Nichols  Jr.  Barksdale  Nichols,  Geo.  Nichols,  John  Nichols  to 
Bernard  Hendricks  and  Leftwich  Davis  land  and  slaves  to  secure  payment — Land 
belonged  to  Geo.  Nichols  deceased.  Samuel  did  not  sign. 

Book  18  p  14  11-21-1821 

George,  John,  Bazil,  Jesse,  Jane,  Molly  and  Linney  Nichols  to  James  Ayers 
and  John  Keasey.  130  a  accepting  the  mill  to  secure  John  Ashwell  Sr.  bond  of 
$212.00 

Book  3  p  1  1-21-1794  Nehemia  Nichols 

Basdale  Nichols  to  estate  of  Nemiah  Nichols  for  Personal  Property  48/18/9 

John  Nichols  of  Shelby  Co.  Ky.  gives  Richard  Booth  power  of  attorney,  to 
collect  all  money  due  from  Basdale  Nichols  as  the  Adm.  of  my  deceased  father 
Nehmia  Nichols.  Wt.  Stephen  Preston  Jr.  and  Obedia  Tate. 

Deed  Book  6  p  358  10-5-1779. 

Jeremiah  Dickens  to  John  Nichols  on  both  sides  of  Rock  Castle  Creek  170  a. 
Book  13  p  523  5-26-1800 

John  Nichols  and  Sarah  to  Wm.  Dent  157  a.  on  Persimmon  Fork  of  Hunting  Cr. 
Deed  Book  7,  p  387  1784 

Robert  Bowen,  atty.  for  Rights  of  Pleasants  Lands  of  Bedford  Co.  and  Parish 
to  Archer  Nichols  22  a  starting  at  Nichols  corner. 

Book  13  P  613  8-6-1811 

John  Nichols  to  Davis  Whorley  Personal  Property  for  $200.00 
Book  15  p  547  3-23-1819 

Jos.  Nichols  of  Campbell  Co.  to  Grand  Ch.  Leroy  Merrit,  Polly  Ann  Merrit, 
Lewis  Merrit,  95  a  being  land  purchased  from  Joseph  Poindexter  7-23-1803. 

Book  11  p  796  7-23-1803 

Joseph  Nichols  to  Thomas  Wyatt  deed  of  Trust  to  secure  Joseph  Poindexter. 
Marriages: 

Basdell  Nichols  Mar.  25,  1799— Clarissa  Cannon  dau.  of  Wm.  Cannon 
Thos.  Nichols  Oct.  22,  1798— Nancy  Payne  dau.  Wm.  Amy  Payne 
Jesse  Nichols  Oct.  28,  1800 — Sally  Fields 
Bedford  Co. 

Flail  Nichols— Jan.  4,  1780 

Archabald  Nichols  and  Judith  Hatcher  Nov.  27,  1792 
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Archabald  Nichols  and  Sarah  Woolington  Nov.  25,  1779  {My  Arch  tuould  only  have 
been  11  here  so  rrnist  have  been  Hatcher  &  Updike.) 

Archabald  Nichols  and  Polly  Updike 

William  Nichols  and  Phebe  Johnson  Dec.  28,  1786 — Morgan  Morgan  Surety  certain 
Phebe  is  of  age. 

Elisha  Nichols  and  Nancy  Payne  July  24,  1797 

John  Nichols  and  Sarah  Payne  Sept.  29,  1784,  Wm.  McCoy  Sec. 


Page  92 

Slaves 

Archibald  Nicholls 

1 

Bed 

Bassell  Nicholls 

1 

Bed 

Flail  Nicholls 

1  1 

Bed 

Isaac  Jr. 

1 

Lou 

Jonas  Nicholls 

1 

Bed 

John  Nicholls 

1 

Bed 

Amos  Nichols 

1 

Berkley 

Frederick  Nichols 

1  2 

Lou 

Joseph  Nichols 

1  4 

Eli  C. 

Matthias  Nichols 

1 

Buck 

Samuel  Nichols 

1 

Fan 

Thomas  Nichols 

1 

Fan 

Geo.  Nichols 

1 

Lou 

Isaac  Nichols  Jr. 

1 

Lou 

Issaac  E.  Nichols 

1 

Lou 

James  Nichols 

1 

Lou 

John  Nichols 

1 

Lou 

Sam  Nichols 

1 

Louisa 

EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES 

IN  MARYLAND 

In  the  following  pages  you  will  find  Maryland  records  showing  many  Nichols 
families  residing  in  this  area  during  the  early  Colonial  period.  These  records  show 
census  of  1776  taken  in  some  areas  of  what  we  now  call  Townships,  but  the  old 
English  systems  expressed  it  by  saying  One  Hundreds.  This  means  that  the  original 
plot  was  layed  out  for  100  Families.  In  many  cases  many  more  people  lived  in 
these  Hundreds,  in  some  cases  less.  Other  records  in  this  group  will  show  Wills, 
Deeds,  Marriages  and  Taxpayers. 

Tn  my  research  I  found  that  some  Nichols  families  came  out  of  Pennsylvania 
into  Maryland  with  some  German  families  as  early  as  1710  and  settled  in  and 
around  what  is  now  Frederick  Coumy,  Maryland.  It  may  be  that  some  of  those 
Nichols  families  that  came  out  of  Pennsylvania  into  Frederick  County,  Maryland 
could  be  the  ancestors  of  John  Nichols  of  the  Will  of  1803,  Bedford  County 
Virginia.  You  will  later  see  his  Will  and  I  also  might  state  that  he  is  my  Great, 
Great,  Great,  Great  Grandfather.  You  will  also  observe  a  Will  of  Nehmia  Nichols  in 
these  Maryland  records  and  you  will  observe  a  son  John  Nichols.  He  could  be  the 
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father  of  John  Nichols  of  the  Will  of  1803  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia.  It  shows 
that  he  had  some  property  in  York  that  1  believe  was  located  around  York,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  You  will  also  observe  in  this  Will  that  this  John  Nichols  inherited  the 
Hog  Neck.  I  am  now  investigating  what  the  Hog  Neck  was,  and  I  have  broken  it 
down  into  two  things;  either  a  piece  of  land  that  jutted  out  into  the  Potomac  River 
in  and  around  where  the  City  of  Washington  now  stands  that  looked  like  a  Hog 
Neck,  or  an  Inn  where  travelers  in  those  days  would  stop  for  food  and  lodging 
overnight.  At  this  time  I  believe  it  was  an  Inn,  but  if  later  research  proves  this 
wrong,  I  will  place  what  it  did  mean  in  this  book. 

In  my  opinion  most  of  the  Nichols,  at  least  those  who  might  have  been  related 
to  some  of  the  Virginia  Nichols  families  came  into  Maryland  from  some  of  the 
other  Colonies  and  England  in  the  late  I600’s  and  early  to  the  middle  of  I700’s. 
One  of  the  reasons  why  that  many  families  including  many  Nichols  families  came 
into  this  area  from  the  other  Colonies,  especially  those  in  the  North  that  came 
into  Maryland,  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  was  the  fact  that  those  were  the  only 
areas  where  tobacco  could  be  grown  and  tobacco  at  that  time  was  about  the  only 
thing  that  the  Colonists  had  to  export. 

You  will  find  in  the  following  pages  a  record  showing  where  Joseph  Nichols 
born  in  Delaware,  came  into  Maryland  and  established  the  Nicholite  Church  and 
a  number  of  the  Maryland  Nichols  families  were  members. 

Many  Nichols  men  from  Maryland  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  some  of 
their  names  were:  First  Lt.  Thomas  Nichols,  Lt.  William  Nichols,  Capt.  John  Nichols 

JOSEPH  NICHOLS 

Joseph  Nichols  was  born  in  1730  in  the  state  of  Delaware.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  French  and  Indian  War  and  later  was  founder  and  head  of  the  Nicholite 
Church,  most  commonly  called  in  those  days  the  New  Quakers.  They  did  not  believe 
in  slavery  at  all  and  a  number  of  the  Nichols  families  freed  their  slaves — some 
of  them  had  as  many  as  fifteen. 

The  woman  folk  wore  white  bonnets.  This  was  an  emblem  showing  they 
belonged  to  the  Nicholite  Church.  He  established  Nicholite  churches  in  Maryland, 
Delaware  and  up  and  down  the  Susquehanna  Valley  in  Pennsylvania.  He  and  his 
wife  Mary  later  went  into  parts  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  where  many 
Nichols  families  lived  at  that  time.  Here  he  established  some  Nicholite  churches. 
I  am  reasonably  sure  that  he  was  related  to  some  of  the  Nichols  families  that  resided 
in  Pennsylvania  as  he  no  doubt  was  reared  under  the  Old  Quaker  religion  up  until 
the  time  of  the  French  and  Indian  War. 

Records  show  that  Joseph  Nichols  did  not  have  much  education  but  his  honesty 
and  simplicity  and  his  fervor  to  do  the  Lord’s  bidding  and  what  he  thought  was 
right  made  him  an  outstanding  man  among  his  people.  The  Nicholites  some  years 
later  consolidated  with  a  religious  body  known  as  the  Friends  Church.  This  church 
was  founded  by  William  Fox  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  historical  records  of  Joseph  Nichols. 
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MARYLAND  RECORDS 
BY 

G.  M.  BRUMBAUGH 

ANN  ARUNDEL  COUNTY 

James  Mason  to  Elizabeth  Strachan . 

Isaac  Nicholls  to  Rachel  Strachan  . 

Andrew  Nicholls  to  Elizabeth  Higgins  . 

John  B.  Nichols  to  Ann  Byrd . 

Nelson  Nicholls  to  Rachel  Ann  Nicholls . 

Robert  Nichols  to  Sarah  Robertson  . 

Robert  Nichols  to  Sarah  King  . 

Samuel  Nicholls  to  Susanna  Hardy  . 

William  Nicholls  to  Elizabeth  Bird . 

William  Nichols  to  Jenny  Nichols . 

Census  1776  Susquehannah  Hundred 


John  Lampper  . 33 

Margaret . 37 

Death  James . 56 

Sof  f  ish  . 60 

Wm . 21 

Charity  . 18 

George  Simes  Death  . . 14 

Thought  maybe  this  might  be  Lamphair. 


RECORDS  OF  MARYLAND— BRUMBAUGH 


.  8-7-1783 
.12-6-1785 
.12-9-1818 
.12-5-1812 
5-14-1820 
7-21-1815 
.12-4-1815 
9-21-1815 
12-18-1780 
2-11-1812 


Prince  Geo.  Parish 
Baptism 
p  459. 

Karen  Happuch  Burgess  Nichols — Jan.  3,  1800 — born  July  12,  1799 

dau.  Sarah  and  Archibal  Nicholls 

Sarah  Nicholls — Sept.  26,  1795 — b.  Mar.  21,  1793. 

dau.  Daniel  and  Amelia  Nicholls 

Wm.  Mackay  Nicholls  son  of  Thomas  and  Pricillar  Nicholls 
Tomsey  Nicholls — of  Henry  and  Nancy  Nicholls.  b.  Aug.  9,  1792. 

Casandra  Nicholls  dau  of  Daniell  and  Amelia — June  5,  1793 
Sarah  (M).  Sept.  26,  1795  Check 

Dennis  Nicholls  son  of  Thomas  and  Casandra  b.  Sept.  16,  1797 — A.A.Co. 
Marriages. 

Andrew  Nicholls  and  Elizabeth  Higgins  . Dec.  9, 

Isaac  Nicholls  and  Rachel  Basford . Dec.  5, 

Nelson  Nicholls  and  Rachel  Ann  Nicholls . May  14,' 

Robert  Nicholls  and  Sarah  Robertson  . July  21, 

Robert  Nichols  and  Sarah  King . Peb.  4 

Samuel  Nichols  and  Susannah  Hardy  . Sept.  21,' 

William  Nichols  and  Elizabeth  Bird . Dec.  S 

Wm.  Nichols  and  Jenny  Nichols . Feb.  ll' 

Chas.  Stewert  and  Mahala  Nichols . Jan.  9,' 

Thomas  Stonestreet  and  Polly  Nichols  . Dec.' 

Ephriam  Marriet  and  Sarah  Nichols . Sept.  29,  1818 _ A. 


1818 

1812 

1820 

1787 

1815 

1815 

1780 

1812 

1786 

1799 

A.Co. 
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Maryland  Archives  Vol.  1779-1780. 

Montgomery  XL  III 

Samuel  Nicholls  Collector  of  Tax  p.  133 

1st  Lieut.  Thomas  Nichols  p  120  Sat.  Mar.  25,  1780 

Thomas  Nicholls  p.  270 — appointed  inspector  of  Tobasso,  Aug.  30,  1780 
Thomas  Nichols  Jr.  and  Sr.  Militia  pay  p.  128 
Lieut.  Wm.  Nichols  p  63 
Capt.  John  Nicholls,  Talbot  Co. 

Wm.  Nichols  1st  Lieut,  p  414 
Samuel  Nicholls  Wy  River  P  61 


Pardon  granted  Negro  Joe,  slave  of  Jeremiah  Nichols  p  272 
p  128  Wm.  Nicholls  Vo.  XXV  as  security  Calvert  Co. 


Census  record  1790 

Males 

over  16 

Under  Fern. 

Slaves  Montgomery  Co. 

P  91  Archibolt  Nichols 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Thomas  Nichols,  Sr. 

P 

86 

3 

1 

2 

15 

Henry  Nichols 

P 

88 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Samuel  Nichols 

P 

87 

3 

1 

5 

7 

Thomas  Nichols,  Jr. 

P 

89 

4 

3 

5 

William  Nichols 

P 

88 

2 

William  Nichols 

P 

89 

2 

3 

2  Baltimore  Co. 

William  English 

P 

19 

1 

2 

King  English 

P 

87 

1 

2 

3 

Washington  English 
Elizabeth  English 

P 

118 

2 

Maryland  Historical  Magazine — March  1950  P  47 — Also  article  in  Sept.  1950 


In  the  later  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  existed  a  religious  sect  called 
Nicholites  who  professed  much  the  same  principles  as  Friends  and  ultimately 
incorporated  with  them.  For  the  most  part  these  people  lived  in  Caroline  County, 
Md.,  altho  there  were  a  few  others  along  the  Delaware  border  and  in  North  Carolina. 
Joseph  Nichols,  the  first  preacher  of  this  society,  and  the  chief  instrument  in 
founding  it,  was  born  in  Delaware,  near  Dover,  in  1730  and  engaged  in  husbandry 
in  Kent  Co.,  Del.  He  was  endowed  with  strong  powers  of  mind  and  a  remarkable 
flow  of  spirits,  but  received  very  little  formal  education. 

He  was  the  first  man  in  his  neighborhood  to  preach  against  slavery.  Two 
members,  William  Dawson  and  James  Harris  were  the  first  to  emancipate  their 
slaves.  This  example  set  by  these  two  men  made  such  an  impression  on  their 
fellow-members  that  the  testimony  against  slavery  was  incorporated  into  their 
Dicipline;  it  became  a  disownable  offence  even  to  employ  a  slave.  He  died 
around  1774. 

He  insisted  on  the  doctrine  of  self-denial  and  the  subjugation  of  every  appetite 
or  desire  that  would  lead  the  soul  away  from  God.  They  were  very  plain  in  dress 
and  household  furniture.  The  women  wore  bonnets  and  the  men  hats  of  undyed 
or  natural  white  wool,  they  objected  to  dyeing  cloth  thinking  it  a  superfluous 
expense.  They  were  permitted  by  the  state  to  perform  marriages  and  they  kept 
records  of  births,  deaths,  etc. 
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Rhoda  Nichols,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  B  3-8-1756 — Isaac  b  1/22/1748  - 
Rachel  9/5/1763. 

They  appealed  to  the  Maryland  Legislature  and  were  granted  permission  to 
solemnize  their  marriages  according  to  their  own  order  without  the  aid  of  priest; 
also,  in  judicial  cases  they  were  allowed  the  privilege  of  affirming  without  taking 
oatlv  In  this  act  they  were  termed  Nicholites  or  New  Quakers,  but  the  name  they 
gave  themselves  were  Friends.  ^ 

f 

Footnote: — In  all  printed  reference  to  Joseph  Nichols  and  the  Nicholites  the 
name  is  spelled  Nichols,  but  in  records  of  the  society  it  is  spelled  Nicols. 

McGruders  Maryland  Colonial  Abstracts: 

Page  41.  [ 

May  13,  1774 — James  Nichols  Will. 

To  son  James  after  wife  s'  one-third — if  he  dies  without  issue — nephew  Jeramiah 
Nichols — Kent  Co. — Flenry  son  of  brother  Charles — Flenry  son  of  brother  William. 
Page  65. 

Feb.  8, 1775. 

Nemiah  Nichols  Will — To  son  John  Nicols,  Hog  Neck.  To  son  Nemiah,  to  sons 
James  and  William — Tract  in  York.  To  son  Levin  (there  was  a  Levin  Nichols  who 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Nicholas  Co.,  W.  Va.  but  so  far  as  I  know  there  was 
no  connection).  Isaac  Nichols  (there  was  an  Isaac  settled  in  Greenbrier  Co.,  W.  Va. 
and  was  in  the  French  and  Indian  War).  Four  Youngest  sons.  Grace  and  Sally — 
Four  youngest  Sarah,  Betsey,  Lovey,  Jewell  and  Stacy.  Carolina  Co.  Sarah  Nichols, 
Executor. 

EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES  IN  MASSACHUSETTS 

In  writing  about  the  Nichols  families  in  Massachusetts  it  would  be  impossible 
for  anyone  to  write  the  complete  history  of  them  in  this  state,  as  there  were  so 
many  in  the  early  colonial  days.  I  will  state  some  facts  as  they  are  known  to  me 
through  my  research. 

The  first  record  we  have  of  Nichols  families  in  Massachusetts  dates  back  to  1633. 
This  group  that  landed  there  at  that  time  was  called  the  Fairbanks  group  and  there 
were  some  Nichols  families  in  this  group.  There  no  doubt  were  many  other  Nichols 
families  that  came  from  the  British  Isles  to  Massachusetts  later  in  the  1600  s  and 
some  of  them  that  came  in  the  early  days  moved  to  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode 
Island  and  other  parts  of  the  New  England  states.  Some'^also  left  Massachusetts 
and  came  into  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  probably  North  Carolina  in  the  late 
l600’s  and  early  1700’s. 

Much  of  my  research  of  the  Nichols  families  in  Massachusetts  was  based  on  the 
Revolutionary  War  period,  and  the  Massachusetts  record  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
soldiers  shows  300  men  that  spelled  their  names  Nichols  and  Nicholls  (by  far  the 
majority  spelled  it  Nichols)  fought  in  this  war.  It  also  shows  that  250  men  whose 
names  were  actually  Nichols  but  were  spelled  every  conceivable  way  imaginable. 
For  example:  Nicols,  Niccols,  Nicholls,  Nichcols,  Nicholas,  and  Nicholis.  This  is  not 
counting  the  many  that  spelled  their  names  Nickels,  which  I  have  always  considered 
the  spelling  of  the  name  that  way  to  be  more  German  than  British.  One  of  the 
reasons  that  the  name  was  spelled  so  many  ways  was  because  many  of  the  men  could 
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hardly  read  or  write.  However  the  recruiting  officer  spelled  it,  that  was  the  way 
it  was  carried  on  the  Revolutionary  roster.  The  reason  why  I  know  that  these  230 
names  were  Nichols,  is  the  fact  that  I  checked  with  my  research  men  in  England 
and  there  is  no  name  spelled  like  that  that  ever  migrated  to  this  country  before 
or  up  to  the  Revolutionary  War  period.  Nichols  men  fought  at  Bunker  Hill  and 
at  Concord  Bridge  and  many  were  in  the 'Continental  Army  with  Washington 
from  this  state. 

Many  of  the  Nichols  men  that  lived  in  Massachusetts  in  the  early  colonial  days 
and  Revolutionary  War  period  had  Biblical  names.  Some  of  the  names  were  John, 
James,  Elija,  Jeremiah,  Joshua,  David  and  many  other  Biblical  names. 

You  will  find  farther  over  in  the  book  part  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Ralph 
Nichols  family.  He  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  the  1870’s  and  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  a  Nichols  that  married  into  the  White  family,  and  this  White  family 
came  over  on  the  Mayflower. 

EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES  IN  CONNECTICUT 

In  writing  about  the  Nichols  families  in  Connecticut,  perhaps  we  had  better 
first  mention  the  area  that  Connecticut  claimed  in  early  colonial  days.  At  the  time 
Connecticut  claimed  a  large  part  of  New  York  State  including  Long  Island,  western 
portion  of  Pennsylvania  and  northern  Ohio,  known  in  those  days  as  the 
Western  Reserve. 

Francis  Nichols  fled  from  England  to  Holland  because  of  his  Puritan  beliefs 
and  in  1634  with  his  three  sons  Isaac,  Caleb  and  John  came  to  Connecticut.  There 
will  be  much  more  said  about  this  family  and  other  Connecticut  families  farther 
over  in  the  book. 

Other  Nichols  families  arriving  in  Connecticut  in  colonial  days  came  from 
Scotland.  No  doubt  they  were  descendants  of  those  men  who  went  from  England 
as  soldiers,  civil  servants  or  escaped  to  Scotland  during  wars  of  the  fifteen  and 
sixteen  hundreds.  s;  .  : 

There  were  many  Nichols  men  in  the  Revolutionary  War  from  the  state  of 
Connecticut.  It  would  be  impossible  to  name  all  these  fine  Nichols  men,  but  will 
mention  a  few  who  had  outstanding  records,  especially  those  of  the  famous  old 
Nineteenth  Connecticut  Regiment  that  fought  so  long  and  bravely  with  General 
Washington.  This  Regiment  fought  with  Washington  in  all  the  battles  around 
New  York,  especially  distinguishing  itself  at  the  battle  of  Harlem  Heights.  Many 
of  the  men  were  casualties  including  some  Nichols  men.  At  the  battle  of  White 
Plain,  New  York,  in  October  25,  1776  this  famous  old  19th  Connecticut  Regiment 
engaged  the  British  in  battle  and  here  our  records  show  that  Elisha  Nichols  was  killed. 

When  Washington  decided  to  attack  the  Hessians  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey 
on  that  historic  Christmas  night,  1776,  one  of  the  groups  selected  to  cross  the 
Delaware  with  Washington  and  attack  the  enemy  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey  was 
Captain  Boswick’s  Company  from  the  famous  old  19th  Connecticut  Regiment.  The 
records  state  that  in  Captain  Boswick’s  Company  was  a  young  man  named  Robert 
Nichols  and  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  crossing  party. 

In  the  early  1800’s  some  of  the  Nichols  from  Connecticut  settled  near  Cleveland 
in  Northern  Ohio.  Farther  over  in  this  book  you  will  read  more  about  them. 
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EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES  IN  NEW  YORK 

AND  PENNSYLVANIA 

NEW  YORK 

In  writing  about  the  early  Nichols  families  in  New  York,  we  must  take  into 
consideration  that  the  Dutch  settled  in  and  around  New  York  City,  they  called  it 
New  Amsterdam.  Therefore,  in  the  very  earliest  days  of  New  York  all  the 
settlers  were  Dutch. 

I  found  in  my  research  that  Colonel  Richard  Nichols  was  in  command  of  all 
of  the  English  forces  that  had  besieged  New  York  or  New  Amsterdam  then  held 
by  the  Dutch  and  later  dictated  the  Surrender  Terms.  He  was  the  first  English 
Governor  General  of  New  York  and  established  the  first  Church  of  England  there. 
He  served  three  years  as  Governor  General  from  1664  to  1667  and  then  returned 
to  England. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  mention  that  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Governor 
General  of  New  York  was  the  brother  of  Erancis  Nichols  who  fled  with  his  three 
sons  to  Connecticut.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  history  of  New  York 
shows  his  name  spelled  Colonel  Richard  Nicoll,  however,  he  is  a  descendent  of  the 
Robert  Nichols  listed  with  the  first  Coat  of  Arms,  shown  in  this  book  and  the 
correct  way  to  spell  his  name  is  Nichols.  In  the  Revolutionary  War  there  were  quite 
a  number  of  Nichols  men  served  from  this  colony.  Just  to  mention  a  few  were 
Lieut.  George  Nichols,  Steven  Nichols  and  many  others. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

"  In  writing  of  the  early  Nichols  families  of  Pennsylvania,  we  find  there  were 
many.  It  is  my  belief  that  some  of  them  came  with  William  Penn  as  there  were 
many  Nichols  families  in  this  Colony  in  the  l600s.  You  will  find  on  the  old 
Quaker  registers  many  Nichols  families’  names.  Most  of  them  seemed  to  have 
settled  in  and  around  Philadelphia.  On  the  Quaker  register  of  1682  near  Philadelphia 
you  will  find  the  names  of  Joshua  Nichols,  died  1715,  Anthony  Nichols,  died  1751, 
Margaret  Nichols,  died  1740,  Margaret  Nichols,  died  1743,  Mary  Nichols,  died  1739, 
Mary  Nichols,  died  1750,  Rebeca,  died  1735,  Samuel  Nichols,  died  1709,  Samuel 
Nichols,  died  1734,  and  William  Nichols,  died  1743.  I  could  give  you  the  names 
of  many  others  but  this  will  give  you  an  idea  of  some  of  the  early  Nichols  that 
were  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  1600  s. 

There  were  many  other  Nichols  families  that  came  into  Pennsylvania  in  the 
1700’s,  stayed  a  few  years,  then  went  into  Virginia,  Maryland  and  the  Carolinas. 
You  will  observe  farther  over  in  the  book  the  lineage  of  some  of  these  families. 

There  were  many  Nichols  men  from  Pennsylvania  that  fought  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  even  though  many  of  them  had  a  Quaker  background.  For  example, 
in  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  there  were  Lieut.  William  Nichols,  Steven 
Nichols,  John  Nichols  and  others. 

EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES  IN  NEW  JERSEY 

AND  DELAWARE 

NEW  JERSEY 

!  Tn  writing  about  the  early  Nichols  families  in  New  Jersey,  the  records  show 
in  the  late  l600’s  an  Isaac  Nichols  came  from  Long  Island  to  New  Jersey.  He  is 
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probably  a  descendant  of  the  Francis  Nichols  that  fled  from  England  to  Connecticut 
in  1634.  There  may  have  been  other  Nichols  families  that  came  with  Isaac. 
There  is  also  some  proof  that  John,  youngest  son  of  Francis  Nichols  that  fled  to 
Connecticut  in  the  above  year,  may  have  gone  to  New  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania  prior 
to  Isaac’s  arrival. 

There  were  a  good  many  Nichols  men  that  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
from  New  Jersey,  some  of  the  outstanding  ones  were  Capt.  Robert  Nichols,  Benj. 
Nichols  (Head  Wagoneer).  When  he  was  Head  Wagoneer,  he  spelled  his  name 
Nicholas,  and  when  he  was  Captain  he  spelled  it  Capt.  Benjamin  Nichols.  The 
records  stated  that  they  were  the  same  person. 

My  research  shows  that  most  of  the  Nichols  men  that  were  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  came  from  Essex  and  Susscex  Counties  and  the  Cape  May  area. 

I  might  add  that  all  of  the  men  that  fought  in  the  battle  of  Trenton,  December 
25,  1776  did  not  cross  the  Delaware.  There  were  a  number  of  New  Jersey  soldiers 
that  fought  in  that  battle  and  among  them  were  Captain  Robert  and  Captain 
Benjamin  Nichols. 

Farther  over  in  the  book  you  will  find  some  Nichols  families  listed  that  came 
from  New  Jersey. 

DELAWARE 

In  writing  about  the  early  Nichols  families  in  Delaware,  there  no  doubt  were 
some  there  in  the  late  l600’s.  As  you  have  previously  seen  in  the  Maryland  records 
that  Joseph  Nichols  was  born  in  Delaware  in  1730  and  as  it  has  already  been  stated, 
he  was  in  the  French  and  Indian  War. 

It  seems  that  many  of  the  Delaware  families  went  into  Maryland  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  In  the  early  days  it  was  rather  hard  to  get  a  very  clear  picture  of  how  many 
Nichols  families  were  in  this  Colony  in  the  l600’s.  There  were  a  number  of 
Nichols  men  in  the  Revolutionary  War  from  the  state  of  Delaware. 

EARLY  NICHOLS  LAMILIES  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA 

In  writing  of  the  Nichols  families  in  North  Carolina,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
these  families  had  an  important  part  in  helping  shape  the  destiny  not  only  of  their 
state  but  of  their  country.  I  don’t  know  exactly  when  the  first  Nichols  families 
came  into  this  state,  probably  in  the  late  l600’s.  No  doubt  some  came  from  the 
British  Isles.  Others  I  do  know  came  from  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Delaware  and  possibly  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 

The  records  show  in  North  Carolina  that  a  John  Nichols  witnessed  a  will  for 
William  Barclift  in  1748.  The  Revolutionary  War  record  of  North  Carolina  shows 
approximately  twenty-five  Nichols  men  fought  in  this  war.  Some  of  their  names 
were:  John,  James,  George,  Samuel,  William,  Hancock,  Caleb,  George,  Henry,  Jacob, 
Jeremiah,  James,  Joseph,  Joel,  John,  Joseph,  Richard  and  Samuel.  There  was  also 
one  by  the  name  of  Nichols  whose  given  name  was  not  known,  he  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Cowpens. 

The  Census  of  1790  shows  sixty-nine  Nichols  families  living  in  this  state, 
and  of  these  sixty-nine  families  the  head  of  ten  of  these  families  were  named  John 
and  four  were  named  James.  It  seems  that  John  and  James  were  the  most  popular 
names  in  this  state  as  well  as  other  states  where  Nichols  families  resided. 

You  will  find  farther  over  in  this  book  some  of  the  descendants  of  these 
North  Carolinians  mentioned  above. 
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EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA 


In  writing  of  the  Nichols  families  in  South  Carolina,  it  is  my  belief  that  they 
settled  in  that  area  perhaps  in  the  middle  1/OOs.  Some  may  have  settled  earlier. 
The  census  of  1790  shows  twenty-four  Nichols  families  living  in  south  Carolina  ai 
that  time.  The  Revolutionary  War  record  shows  at  least  seven  Nichols  men  served 
in  this  war,  there  may  have  been  more. 


The  first  historical  record  in  reference  to  the  N.chols  men  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  from  South  Carolina  was  John  Nichols.  He  was  killed  by  the  South  Carolina 
Tories  while  on  leave  visiting  his  family.  This  occurred  in  1780.  The  record  also 
show's  he  was  originally  from  Halifax  County,  Virginia.  There  is  also  shown  an 
Ambrose  Nichols  living  in  and  around  the  city  of  Pendelton  in  Anderson  County, 
S  C.  Ambrose  was  also  in  the  Revolutionary  V7ar  and  came  from  Iialifax  County, 
Virginia.  There  are  six  other  Nichols  names  shown  on  the  Grantor  and  Grantee 
Index  to  Deeds  in  Anderson  County,  S.  C.,  and  the  Grantor  was  Amarose  Nichols. 
It  is  my  belief  that  these  were  his  children.  Their  names  were  John,  Lydia,  Archibald, 
Thomas,  Willis,  Christopher.  These  names  are  shown  prior  to  1821. 


William  Pinkney  Nichols  was  born  in  1821  in  Pendelton,  Anderson  County, 
S.  C.  One  of  the  above  names  in  Anderson  County  was  his  father.  I  believe  Ambrose 
was  his  grandfather.  Much  of  William  Pinkney  Nichols  family  line.^ge  will  be 
found  farther  over  in  this  book. 


The  U.S.  Census  1850,  in  Henry  County,  Alabama  shows  a  number  of  Nichols 
families  living  there.  Many  of  these  Nichols  families  came  to  Alabama  from  South 
Carolina.  I  am  listing  some  of  the  Nichols  names  that  were  born  in  South  Carolina 
and  living  in  Henry  County,  Alabama  when  this  1850  census  was  taken.  Austin 
Nicholes  (Nichols),  Minta  Nichols,  Aaron  Nicholes  (Nichols).  The  I860  Census 
Jefferson  County,  Alabama  shows  some  Nichols  names  that  were  born  in  South 
Carolina  and  living  in  Jefferson  County,  Alabama  when  this  I860  census  was  taken. 
William  Nichols,  Mary  Nichols,  Charles  Nichols,  Albert  Nichols.  The  1850  Census 
Santa  Rosa  County,  Florida  shows  the  following  Nichols  that  were  born  in  South 
Carolina;  Samuel  Nichols  and  Mary  Nichols. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  WILLS  IN  THE  1700’s 


Currituck  Co.,  North  Carolina 

James  Nicholas,  Sally  (wife)  Elizabeth 

Mecklenburg^  Co.,  North  Carolina 
Thomas  Nicholas,  Rachel  (wife) 

Grymes,  North  Carolina  Wills 

Brunswick  in  New  Hanover  Co.,  N.  C. 

July  5,  1748,  Geo.  Nicholas  Witnessed  the  will  of  William  Lord. 

Bertie  Co.,  N.  C. 

Will  of  Nathaniel  Nicholas,  Sept.  17,  1755.  Gives  to  sons  Josah  and  William 
one  plantation  each — Daughter  Elizabeth. 

Bertie  Creciuct,  N.  C.  Wills 

James  Boone,  June  8,  1733,  March  31,  1735,  leaves  to  John  Wynns  a  negro 
man  called  Charles,  1000  foot  of  plank.  Daughter  Mary  Wynns. 
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Pasquotank  Co. 

1769 — Wm.  Nichols — Sarah  (wife)  Wm.,  Susannah,  Caleb  (sons),  Jonathan 
Nichols  (grandson) 

1775 —  Henry  Nichols,  David,  Willes,  Anthony,  William,  Jounuah,  Thomas, 
Aggie  (wife) 

1779 — David  Nichols,  James,  Ann,  Benj.,  Elizabeth,  Miram. 

1778 — ^Jeramiah  Nichols — Kegiah  (wife)  Abner. 

1783 — Wm.  Nichols,  Elizabeth  (wife)  Olley,  Polly. 

1792 —  ^Jobez  Nichols,  Mitshi  (wife)  Enoch,  Jar  ah. 

Berti  Co.,  N.  C. 

1765 — John  Nichols,  Sarah  (wife)  Margaret,  Sarah. 

1791 — ^John  Nichols,  John,  Geo.,  Thomas,  Isabella,  Grisel,  Anne,  Peggy. 

1791 — Humphrey  Nichols — Sarah  (wife)  Henry,  Benajah,  Fanny,  John. 

1793 —  Sarah  Nichols,  Sarah 

1797 — Sarah  Nichols,  Benajah,  Fanny. 

Curriluck  Co.,  N.  C. 

1789 —  Nicholas  Nichols — Fanky,  James,  Allie,  Eliz.,  Glasgou. 

1797 — Frankey  Nichols, — Peggy,  Cox,  Nanny. 

Halifax  Co.,  N.  C. 

1790 —  ^Luke  Nichols,  Susanna  (wife)  James 
Onslou  Co.,  N.  C. 

1778 — ^Mathew  G.  Nichols — Elizabeth 
1778 — Mathew  G.  Nichols — Eliz.  and  Ame. 

1769 — Joshua  Nichols,  wife  and  children  not  named. 

Wake  Co. 

1795 — ^Wm.  Nichols,  Sarah  (wife)  John,  Travis,  Justice,  Elizabeth,  James,  Patty, 
Thomas,  Lucy,  Kittey,  (daughters) 

1800 — Sarah  Nichols,  Patsy,  Ramson,  Molly  Bass  (dau.) 

Warren  Co.,  N.  C. 

1774 — ^Wm.  Nichols,  Geo. 

New  Hanover  Co.,  N.  C. 

1775_Wm.  Nichols,  Joseph— Joseph— Riley,  Eliz.,  John,  Peggy. 

1788 — Joseph  O.  Nichols,  Walter  James,  Kinchen. 

Granville  Co.,  N.  C. 

1776 —  Rich.  Bullock— wife  not  named.  Jocharcah,  Lennard,  Nathanuel,  Wm., 
Susanna.  John  (children)  Sarah  Sims,  Agatha  Nichels,  Agnes  Williams 
(daughters) 

Wake  Co.,  N.  C. 

1795 — ^Wm.  Brown,  Mary  (wife)  James  and  John  (sons)  Anna  Nichols,  Betty 
Halderfield,  Polly  Hill  (dau.) 

EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

AND  RHODE  ISLAND 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

In  writing  about  the  early  Nichols  families  in  New  Hampshire,  I  have  no 
information  as  to  just  when  the  first  Nichols  families  went  there.  I  do  know  there 
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were  many  Nichols  men  in  the  Revolutionary  War  from  New  Hampshire.  No 
doubt,  a  number  did  come  from  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland  in  the  early  days. 
There  are  records  that  show  a  number  of  Nichols  families  went  from  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts  into  New  Hampshire. 

One  of  the  descendants  of  the  early  Nichols  in  New  Hampshire  was  Ichabod 
Nichols  who  wrote  a  book  on  the  lineage  of  his  own  family.  I  have  seen  that  book 
and  am  in  full  agreement  when  he  says  it  is  very,  very  difficult  to  write  about  the 
Nichols  family  lineage.  As  within  the  scope  of  two  to  three  generations,  especially 
in  the  early  days  (French  and  Indian  and  Revolutionary  War  days)  you  will  find 
in  one  family  the  name  spelled  different  ways.  There  is  also  a  record  of  some  of 
the  descendants  of  Francis  Nichols  that  fled  to  Connecticut  in  1634  went  to 
New  Hampshire. 

RHODE  ISLAND 

In  writing  about  the  Nichols  families  in  Rhode  Island,  it  is  much  the  same 
as  New  Hampshire.  I  know  there  were  a  number  of  Nichols  men  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  from  Rhode  Island.  I  do  not  know  just  when  the  first  Nichols  family 
arrived  there  but  am  reasonably  sure  a  number  of  them  did  come  from  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire. 

GEORGIA 

You  will  observe  I  have  not  mentioned  Georgia,  one  of  the  original  thirteen 
colonies.  There  were  no  doubt  Nichols  families  here  in  the  early  Colonial  Days, 
probably  some  came  with  Lord  Oglathorpe  but  I  honestly  have  made  no  research 
and  I  have  no  information.  I  do  know  there  were  a  number  of  Nichols  families 
living  in  Georgia  in  the  1800’s  as  a  number  were  in  the  Civil  War. 
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CHAPTER  TWO 


NICHOLAS,  NICHOLS,  NICHOLLS, 

COATS  OF  ARMS 

In  writing  about  the  Nicholas,  Nichols,  and  Nicholls  Coats  of  Arms,  there  are 
quite  a  number.  In  my  research  I  have  found  23  accredited  to  the  above  names, 
there  may  be  more.  Some  of  the  oldest  Coats  of  Arms  accredited  to  the  name 
spelled  Nicholas,  seem  to  have  their  origin  in  Brittany,  France.  Those  that  the 
accredited  to  the  name  spelled  Nicholls,  several  have  a  Welch  background.  Those 
that  have  the  spelling  of  Nichols,  the  origin  is  English.  But,  I  have  seen  the  same 
Coat  of  Arms  used  by  Nichols  families  in  Scotland.  I  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
pages  that  my  research  shows  that  the  name  Nichols  originated  from  the  ancient 
name  Nicholas,  also  that  the  two  I’s  might  have  gotten  into  the  Nichols  name 
in  Wales. 

You  will  find  on  the  following  pages,  photostatic  copies  of  two  Nichols  Coats 
of  Arms.  The  reason  why  I  am  using  these  two,  I  know  for  a  fact  that  some 
descendants  of  these  families  came  to  America.  I  am  sure  that  many  other  Nicholas, 
Nichols,  and  Nicholls  families  that  came  to  America  have  Coats  of  Arms  in 
their  ancestry. 

You  will  see  on  the  following  pages  a  photostatic  copy  taken  from  the  English 
Historical  Record,  by  Henshaw,  showing  some  of  Robert  Nichols  descendants  that 
came  to  America  in  the  l600’s.  The  first  Coat  of  Arms  that  you  will  see,  is  no 
doubt  earned  by  Robert  Nichols.  He  was  born  some  time  between  1470  and  1480, 
died  1548.  He  was  a  high  government  official  in  England  and  owned  much  property, 
in  and  around  London,  also  in  Essex  and  Leicestershire.  I  am  writing  a  little  about 
this  as  it  is  no  doubt  confusing  to  interpret  the  way  it  is  originally  written  in 
this  book.  I  will  endeavor  to  clear  up  some  of  these  points. 

Francis  Nichols,  a  descendant  of  the  above  Robert  Nichols,  was  born  around 
1570  to  1575.  He  married  Margaret  Bruce.  As  you  will  note  in  the  photostatic 
copy  that  she  was  from  the  family  that  held  nobility  titles  in  England.  You  will 
observe  in  the  photostatic  copy,  Francis  and  Margaret  Bruce  Nichols  had  two  sons. 
Namely,  Richard  and  Francis.  Richard  apparently  chose  a  military  career.  He  was 
the  commanding  officer  with  the  rank  of  Colonel  that  forced  the  surrender  of 
New  York  (New  Amsterdam)  by  the  Dutch  and  was  the  first  English  Governor 
General  of  New  York.  He  established  the  first  Episcopal  Church  (Church  of 
England)  there.  This  occurred  in  1664  and  he  was  Governor  General  until  1667. 
He  then  returned  to  England. 
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Francis,  oldest  son  of  Francis  and  Margaret  Bruce  Nichols  and  brother  to 
Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  was  born  in  England  in  1595.  You  will  note  in  the 
photostatic  copy  that  he  adopted  Puritan  beliefs  and  had  to  flee  England  to  the 
Hague  in  Holland  to  escape  persecution.  The  record  also  states  that  he  came  to 
America  in  1634  with  his  three  sons,  Isaac,  Caleb  and  John,  they  apparently  settled 
in  Connecticut.  You  will  note  that  there  was  no  mention  of  his  first  wife’s  name. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  his  wife  was  either  dead  or  did  not  accompany  him  to 
America,  as  the  record  does  not  show  her  name  or  when  she  died.  You  will  also 
observe  farther  down  that  the  record  states  that  he  had  one  child  by  his  first  wife. 
He  married  the  second  time  in  1645  to  a  Long  Island  girl.  (Long  Island  was  a 
part  of  Connecticut.)  Apparently,  the  record  should  have  shown  he  had  three 
children  by  his  first  wife  instead  of  one.  As  the  record  states  he  brought  his 
three  sons  to  America  in  1634.  The  rest  of  the  records  deal  with  Isaac  and  his 
descendants.  There  is  no  mention  of  Isaac’s  two  brothers  Caleb  and  John. 

In  my  research  I  have  run  across  Caleb  Nichols  families  in  Massachusetts  and 
North  Carolina.  Some  research  has  shown  that  John  Nichols  and  some  of  his 
descendants  may  have  come  into  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  It  is 
a  known  fact  that  an  Isaac  Nichols,  a  descendant  of  the  above  Isaac  Nichols,  did 
come  into  New  Jersey  from  Long  Island  in  the  late  l600’s. 

It  is  typical  of  the  Nichols  families  to  do  what  they  honestly  believe  is  right. 
Here  you  have  two  brothers  with  distinguished  ancestry  having  two  different 
ideals  in  life.  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  a  military  man,  serving  the  English 
government  with  all  his  might.  His  brother  Francis  having  to  flee  England  to 
escape  persecution  because  he  believed  that  free  men  should  serve  God  in  the 
manner  of  their  belief. 

The  other  photostatic  copy  of  the  Coat  of  Arms  shown  on  the  following  pages 
probably  belongs  to  the  family  of  John  Nichols  born  in  1745.  You  will  find  a 
photostatic  copy  of  part  of  his  lineage  taken  from  the  English  Historical  Record 
by  Henshaw  on  the  following  pages. 

You  will  observe  that  John  Nichols  was  a  writer  and  wrote  many  humorous 
things  about  the  life  and  people  of  Leicestershire  (County),  England.  It  seems  to 
me  that  anyone  writing  about  the  people  and  life  in  a  particular  area  would 
probably  have  to  have  been  reared  there.  If  you  remember  the  first  Nichols  that 
came  to  this  country  in  1619  was  also  from  Leicestershire.  Some  of  the  families 
of  this  lineage  were  located  in  Pennsylvania  some  years  ago. 

In  describing  these  Coats  of  Arms  I  might  add  that  the  colors  are  blue  and 
gold.  All  the  Nichols  Coats  of  Arms  that  I  have  seen  are  that  color.  The  shields 
are  blue  and  the  animals  gold  with  a  fairly  red  tongue.  The  Latin  words  on  the 
first  Coat  of  Arms  in  this  book  are  ILLI — NUNQUAM — CEDUNT,  this  means, 
we  never  yield  (or  they  do  not  yield.)  The  Latin  words  on  the  second  Coat  of 
Arms  are  LABOR — IPSE — DOLUPTAS,  meaning  labor  with  delight  (or  labor 
for  delight.) 
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NICHOLS  formerly  OF  AMPTHILL 

WILLIAM  WALLACE 
NICHOLS,  of  New  York,  U.S.A.,  izz 
Assistant  Chairman,  Allis-Chal- 
mers  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  New  ‘ 

York,  headed  American  Industrial 
Commission  to  France,  1916,  and 
to  Mexico,  1924,  U.S.  Presidential 
Appointee,  Inter-Amer.  High 
Comm.,  b.  17  Nov.  I860;  educ. 

Yale,  Ph.D.  (1884),  M.E. 

(1886);  m.  1st,  1896,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  dau.  of  W.  L.  Hill,  and 
by  her  has  issue. 

#  Marian,  m.  15  June,  1932, 

•  Albert  de  Marconnay,  of  Mani- 
tou  Springs,  Colorado. 

He  m.  2ndly,  26  June,  1912. 

•  Mary  Emily,  dau,  of  Lewis 
Miller,  Inventor  of  the  automatic 
reaper,  and  joint  founder  of  the 
Chautauqua  Educational  Institu- 
tioa 

Lineage.— Francis  Nichols,  of 
Ampthill,  Beds,  Barrister  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  and  a  descendant 
of  Robert  Nichols,  of  London, 
who  d.  1548;  m.  Margaret  {d. 

1652),  youngest  dau.  of  Sir 
George  Bruce  of  Carnock,  third 
son  of  Edward  Bruce  (1505- 
1565),  of  Blairhall,  grandfather 
of  Thomas,  1st  Earl  of  Elgin  {see 
Burke’s  Peerage),  and  d.  6  Sept. 

1622,  leaving,  among  other  issue, 
two  sons, 

1.  Colonel  Richard  Nichols, 

the  first  English  Governor  of  Made  from  Photostats  of  Early  Records 

New  York,  who  introduced  the 

Church  of  England  Service  in  New  York. 

2.  Francis,  of  whom  presently. 

Francis  Nichols,  in  England  1595,  adopted  Puritan  beliefs  and  fled  to  the 
Hague  to  escape  persecution.  Accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Adam  Blakeman  he 
emigrated  to  America  in  1634,  taking  with  him  his  three  sons,  Isaac  (of  whom 
presently),  Caleb  and  John.  He  was  one  of  the  original  Seven  proprietors  of  the 
old  township  of  Stratford,  which  he  helped  to  found  in  1639,  and  had  a  colonial 
grant  of  10,000  acres.  By  his  1st  wife  he  had  one  son;  he  w.  2ndly,  1645,  Anna 
Wines,  of  Long  Island,  and  d.  16  Jan.  1650.  His  son,  by  his  1st  wife. 
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Isaac  Nichols,  of  England,  or  Holland,  b.  1625;  m.  25  Feb.  1646,  Margary, 
dau.  of  William  Washborne,  of  Stratford,  and  d.  1694,  leaving  issue, 

1.  Ephraim,  of  whom  presently. 

2.  Isaac,  ancestor  of  William  Theophilus  Nichols,  of  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire. 

3.  Jonathan,  ancestor  of  Rt.  Rev.  William  Ford  Nichols,  Bishop  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  1893. 

The  eldest  son, 

P;;  Ephraim  Nichols,  of  Stratford,  b.  15  Dec.  1657;  m.  17  Oct.  1682,  Esther, 
4au.  of  Dr.  William  Ward,  and  d.  16  Mar.  1690.  His  son, 

i  Ignatius  Nichols,  of  Fairfield,  b.  17  Dec.  1683;  m.  Abigail,  dau.  of  John 
Staples,  and  d,  1758,  leaving  ; 

Ephraim  Nichols,  of  Fairfield,  bapt.  30  Jan.  1727;  m.  5  April,  1740,  Rebecca, 
dau.  of  Onesimus  Gold,  son  of  Lieut.-Governor  and,  Chief  Justice  Nathan  Gold, 
son  of  Mayor  Nathan  Gold,  of  St.  Edmundsbury,  England;  His  sonj” 

David  Nichols,  of  Greenfield,  b.  29  Mar,.  1746;  m.  Hannah  Alvord,  of 
Greenfield,  and  d.  29  Jan.  1813.  He  left  a  son, ,  ..-r'  .  '  ,  ‘  :  • 

Jesse  Nichols,  of  Greenfield,  b,,  A112\  m.  ll  Nov.  1791,  Abigail  Hill,  and 
30  June,  1823.  His  son,  '  ‘ 

Wallace  Nichols,  of  Greenfield,  b.  8  Oct.  1807;  m.  Marina, ’dau.  of  Peter 
Nichols,  and  d.  April,  1882.  He  had  a  son,  ; 

Edward  Erastus  Nichols,  of  Weston,  b.  15  Dec.  1829;  m.  25  Jan.  1859,  Anna 
Maria,  dau.  of  William  McAuley,  Jr.,  descended  from  the  Macaulays,  of  Ballycarry, 
Co.  Antrim  {see  Landed  Gentry  of  United  Kingdom,  1894  Edit.)-,  and  d.  26  Oct. 
1905,  leaving  issue, 

!.•  William  Wallace,  of  whom  above. 

2. •Edward  Erastus,  of  Colorado,  b.  30  Nov.  1867;  m.  1st,  15  April,  1896, 
Grace  Swezy,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York  (who  d.  Jan.  1923),  and  has  had  issue, 

1.  Edward  Swezey,  b.  27  June,  1898;  d.  Feb.  1902. 

2.  •Procter  Wallace,  b.  27  Dec.  1902. 

He  m.  2ndly,  May,  1924,  •Lilie  Tucker  Handell 
T  Ida  Cornelia,  m.  Harry  J.  Holt,  and  d.  June,  1937. 

2. •Anna  Maria,  m.  •James  E.  Caldwell,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Residences. — 116,  Edgemont  Road,  Scarsdale,  New  York,  and  50,  Church 

r 

Street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 
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NICHOLS  OF  LAWFORD  HALL 


JOHN  BOWYER  BUCH¬ 
ANAN  NICHOLS,  of  Lawford 
Hall,  Essex,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Lawford,  F.S.A.,  Trustee  of  Wal¬ 
lace  Collection,  h.  13  Nov.  1859; 
educ.  Winchester  and  Balliol  Coll. 
Oxford;  m.  4  Aug.  1892.  •Cath¬ 
erine  Louisa,  dau.  of  late  Capt. 
Edward  Bouverie  Pusey,  R.N.  {see 
Pusey  oj  Pusey),  and  has  issue, 

l.  •Robert  Malise  Bowyer,  poet 
and  author.  Professor  of  Eng¬ 
lish  Literature,  Imperial  Univ., 
Tokio,  1921-24,  British  Mis¬ 
sion  to  the  U.S.  1918,  temp. 
Lieut.  R.A.,  served  in  Great 
War,  1914-19,  h,  6  Sept.  1893; 
educ.  Winchester  and  Trin. 
Coll.  Camb.;  m.  1922,  •Norah, 
eldest  dau.  of  Frederick  Denny, 
of  Horwood  House,  Winslow, 
Bucks.  2.  •Philip  Bouverie 
Bowyer,  2nd  Sec.  H.M.  s  Diplo¬ 
matic  Service,  b.  7  Sept.  1894; 

m.  1932,  •Phyllis  Mary,  elder 
dau.  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert 
Henry  Spender-Clay,  P.C., 
C.M.G.,  M.C.,  M.P.,  of  Ford 
Manor,  Lingfield,  Surrey  (see 
Clay  of  Piercefield) . 

!.•  Irene  (7b,  Elm  Park  Road, 
S.W.3)y  b.  6  Feb.  1896;  m.  27 
Oct.  1926,  •George  Henry 
Gater,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O.,  Clerk  of 
London  C.C.,  only  son  of  W.  H. 
Gater,  of  Winslowe  House, 
Westend,  Southampton,  and 
has  issue. 
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2. •Anne  Sadelbia  Mary,  b.  10  May,  1902;  m.  29  Jan.  1927,  •Henry  George 
Strauss,  only  son  of  late  A.  H.  Strauss. 

Lineage. — John  Nichols,  F.S.A.,  author  of  Phe  History  of  Leicestershire,  Literary 
Anecdotes  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,  &c.,  «&c.,  b.  2  Feb.  1745;  m.  1st,  1766,  Anne, 
sole  dau.  and  heir  of  William  Cradock  (and  one  of  the  co-heirs  of  Robert 
Onebye,  of  Lowdham  Hall,  Suffolk,  d.  1753),  who  d.  18  Nov.  1776,  leaving  issue, 
two  daus.,  Anne  (  d.  1815),  the  first  wife  of  Rev.  John  Pridden,  M.A.,  F.S.A., 
Rector  of  St.  George’s,  Botolph  Lane,  and  Vicar  of  Cardington,  Beds;  and  Sarah, 
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d.  unm.  1843.  Mr.  Nichols  w.  2ncliy,  1778,  Martha  (c/.  1788),  dau.  of  William 
Green,  of  Hinckley,  co.,  Leicester.  He  d.  26  Nov.  1826,  having  had  further  issue 
tnat  survived  infancy,  tour  daus.,  Martha  Sadelbia,  d.  wmn.  1816;  Mary,  m.  1814, 
jOiin  Morgan,  and  d.  1850,  leaving  issue;  Isabella,  d.  uwn.  1868;  Anne  Susannah, 
u.  unm.,  1853;  and  one  son. 

RECORDS  AND  WILLS  OL 

fi 

.  '  EARLY  NICHOLS  FAMILIES 

IRISH  BORN  NICHOLS  THAT  CAME  TO  THiS  COUNTRY  IN  THE  1700’s 

In  my  research  of  this  I  did  uncover  some  Nichols  families  that  were  born  in 
ii eland  with  English  and  Scotch -Irish  ancestory.  Some  of  these  families  did  come  to 
America  in  the  early  1700’s.. 

My  research  contacts  in  England  have  stated  to  me  that  many  English  soldiers 
and  civil  servants  went  to  Scotland  and  Ireland  in  line  of  duty  and  married 
Scotch  and  Irish  girls  and  resided  there  the  rest  of  their  lives.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  this  is  one  way  that  the  Nichols  name  got  into  these  areas. 

You  will  find  listed  below  a  few  of  the  Nichol’s  families  that  came  to  this 
country  that  were  born  in  Ireland. 

William  Nichols  was  born  in  County  Armah,  Ireland,  April  26,  1663.  According 
to  my  English  research  on  this  family,  William’s  father  was  an  Englishman  and 
had  gone  to  Ireland  as  a  Civil  servant  for  the  English  government  and  married  an 
Irish  girl.  William  married  Emaline  McGrogan  and  they  had  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  r  Thomas,  Valentine,  John,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Catherine.  He  and  his 
wife  died  in  County  Armah,  Ireland. 

Thomas  Nichols,  oldest  son  of  William  and  Emaline  McGrogan  Nichols,  was 
born  in  County  Armah,  Ireland,  June  26,  1691.  He  left  his  home  in  Ireland  in 
1713  and  located  in  Extor,  Devonshire  England.  (It  is  assumed  that  his  grand¬ 
fathers  family  came  from  this  part  of  England.)  He  married  Elizabeth  Haden  in 
1715  and  lived  in  Newtorl,  England  until  1724.  The  had  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely,  John,  Thomas,  James,  William,  Valentine,  Sarah,  Elizabeth 
and  Mary.  They  migrated  to  Philadelphia,  Penna.  on  the  Ship  Dolphin,  April  18, 
1728.  They  later  settled  in  Chester  Co.,  Pa.  and  here  both  Thomas  and  his  wife  died. 
In  1752  three  of  Thomas’s  sons,  John,  James  and  William  located  in  Cumberland  Co. 
and  lived  there  until  Col.  Thos.  Cresap  induced  them  to  settle  in  Winchester,  Va. 
James  and  John  Nichols  lived  on  the  Northern  Virginia  Border  from  1758-1767. 
In  April,  1767,  they  took  their  families  to  North  West  Augusta  (Now  Green  Co.), 
The  man  James  mentioned  above;  his  full  name  is  Thomas  James. 

John  settled  with  his  family  in  what  is  now  Monongaheh  Co.,  Washington 
Township.  He  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Namely:  John  Jr.,  Valentine, 
Joseph,  and  William,  Elizabeth,  Sarah.  John  was  polled  in  West  Augusta  in  1773 
by  Daniel  Moredock  Sr.  for  the  Catfish  Court  and  Colony  of  Virginia.  Valentine, 
one  of  John’s  sons,  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  after  the  war  settled 
in  Greene  Co.,  Va.  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1808.  He  had  five  sons,  namely: 
Valentine,  James,  William,  Thomas  and  Joseph.  Some  of  John’s  descendants  may 
now  live  in  Tenn.,  Miss.,  Missouri,  and  Kansas. 
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James  Nichols,  (this  must  be  Thomas  James)  another  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Haden  Nichols,  moved  in  1775  to  what  is  now  Morgan  Township.  The 
r^ord  states  he  had  five  sons.  Only  four  are  listed,  namely:  Valentine,  James, 
William  and  Isaac.  His  other  son  may  have  died  in  the  Rev.  war. 

Valentine  Nichols,  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Haden  Nichols, 
was  born  in  Newton,  Devonshire,  England,  Jan.  4,  1719.  He  came  to  this  country 
at  age  nine  with  the  rest  of  his  family  in  1728.  He  was  educated  in  all  the  schools 
available  in  Chester  Co.,  Pa.  At  age  24  he  married  Elizabeth  Croyden  and  located 
on  land  in  Berks  Co.,  Center  Township.  He  was  in  the  Militia  in  1774-1775  and 
in  1777  was  guard  in  Morgans  Company  at  the  mouth  of  Fish  Creek  on  the  Ohio 
River.  (It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  was  almost  60  years  of  age  when  he  served 
in  the  Rev.  War.)  He  died  in  1788  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

THOMAS  NICHOLS 

Thomas  Nichols  of  Scotch-English-Irish  origin  came  from  Liverpool,  England  to 
Philadelphia  in  1714,  and  settled  in  Louden  Co.,  Va.  in  1734.  The  family  consisted 
of  Thomas  and  his  wife  Sarah,  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely,  John,  James, 
Valentine,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  and  Amenda.  I  am  reasonably  sure  that  this  family 
is  related  to  the  Thomas  Nichols  family  on  the  preceding  pages.  The  family  and 
genealogical  history  indicate  that  tnis  Nichols  family  with  the  exception  of  two 
sons,  John  and  James,  remained  in  their  homestead  in  Louden  County,  Va.,  where 
both  parents  died.  Thomas  in  1760  and  his  wife  in  1765. 

John  and  James  came  to  Morgan  Township,  West  Augusta  County,  Virginia  in 
April,  1767.  They  were  taxed  five  shillings  by  the  Camp  Catfish  Court  at  Spirit 
Spring  in  July,  1773  for  the  year  1772. 

John  married  Nancy  Garber  of  Fredricksburg,  Va.,  and  they  later  settled  on 
North  Ten  Mile  Creek  in  Bethlehem  Township,  Washington  Co.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely,  Wm.  Valentine,  Thomas,  James, 
Mary,  Clara,  Edith.  John  was  a  wood  ranger  from  1768  to  1773,  and  in  1774  was 
a  member  of  Morgan  Scouts  in  Dunsmore’s  War.  In  1775  he  was  a  guard  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Monongahela  River  and  Minors  Post  (now  Greensboro)  to  prevent  the 
Cayuga-Seneca  Indians  from  crossing  the  river.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  was  a  member  of  Samuel  Jackson  Picket  Men  and  in  1777  became  the  head 
of  the  Company  under  Captain  Abner  Howell. 

James  Nichols,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Price  (or  Prile)  Nichols,  was  born  in 
Louden  Co.,  Va.,  and  came  to  the  North  West  Augusta  Co.  in  1767.  He  married  a 
Miss  Dever  (given  name  not  obtained)  and  they  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
namely,  John,  Albert,  William,  Robert,  Elizabeth,  Louise,  Isabella.  Like  his  brother, 
John  was  an  active  member  of  the  wood  rangers  and  joined  the  Va.  Militia  in  1776. 
In  1777-1778  he  was  at  Valley  Forge  and  1779-1781  was  one  of  the  workmen  at 
the  McCullough  Iron  Smelter.  Several  of  his  descendants  lived  in  Green  Co.  until 
Civil  War  days. 

Hiram  and  Robert  Nichols  were  engaged  in  the  frontier  scout  service  in  1797 
and  helped  drive  the  last  Indians  that  ever  crossed  the  Monongahela  River  in  Greene 
County  the  same  year. 

Valentine  Nichols,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Price  Nichols,  was  born  in  Louden 
Co.,  Va.  in  1747.  He  migrated  to  the  Ohio  River  Country  and  settled  on  Fish  Creek 
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in  1773.  In  1775  he  settled  in  Green  Township.  He  married  Elizabeth  Terney.  They 
had  three  sons,  Hiram,  Valentine  Jr.,  Robert  and  three  daughters.  He  took  up  land 
on  a  Virginia  certificate  in  1767.  In  1789  he  traded  this  land,  situated  on  the 
Ohio  Land  Grant,  and  then  patented  another  tract  m  Greene  Township.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  in  1782  helped  Zachwell  Morgan  and  Jack 
oillinger  clear  the  Beaver  land  of  Huron  Indians  from  their  hiding  place  on 
Ounkards  Creek.  The  Valentine  Nichols  lineage  through  his  son  Hiram,  left  several 
descendants  who  were  well  known  in  Greene  Co. 

Vol.  1  Chalkley 

Feb.  11,  1745  p.  16 
John  Nichols  and  Wm.  Wright  qualified  as  atty. 
p.  24 

Road  ordered  form  ridge  dividing  waters  of  New  River  from  So.  Br.  Roanoke 
— ^John  Mason  appointed  as  one  of  the  overseers  Nov.  19,  1746. 

Nov.  20,  1761,  James  McKeachey  vs.  John  Mason,  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law 
of  John  Mason — abates  by  death  of  defendent. 

Nov.  17,  1762  order  b.7 

Jane,  wife  of  James  Tompson,  releases  dower  in  deed  to  Samuel  Henderson. 
John  Mason’s  orphands  to  be  bound  out.  William  Wallace  added  to  titheables. 
Tames  Wallace  added  to  tith. 
p.  192 

Judith,  wife  of  Geo.  Boswell — commissioned  for  her  private  exam.  Deed 
to  Carthrae. 

p.  248 

Sarah  Ross  sons  to  be  bound  out — John  Ross  to  John  Blair,  and  David  Ross 
to  James  Blair. 

Nov.  1751,  Glisterpipe  vs.  Glisterpipe,  alias,  Irish  Doctor  "William  Lynn  of 
Fredricksburg  vs.  Irish  Doctor  John  Lynn  of  Agusta.— Now  here  is  Potts  ye  peddlers. 
Irish  upon  Irish. 

March  1769  p.  358 

1 

Joseph  Watson  vs.  Joseph  How. — Joseph  gow,  of  Hampshire  Co.  Bond  to 
Joseph  Watson  of  Fairfax  Co.  Dated  April  4,  1765,  for  makeing  title  to  land 
in  Hampshire. 

p.  512  Berkley  Co. 

Anthony  Turner  deposes:  That  he  came  into  this  State  with  his  father,  Anthony 
Turner  deceased,  May  1740.  He  was  eight  years  old  then.  Lived  there  until  fall  of 
1752,  when  he  removed  to  New  Castle  Co.;  removed  from  there  Aug.  1762,  to 
Carolina,  made  frequent  removes  but  returned  to  Berkley  Co.  Dec.  1773. 

Geo.  Boswell  recommended  for  Justice  p.  191,  Mar.  18,  1777. 

WILLIAM  NICHOLS 

William  Nichols  maker  of  the  Will  of  1762  on  record  in  Lunnenburg  County, 
Virginia  and  a  copy  of  his  will  is  shown  on  the  following  page.  He  had  two  children, 
namely,  William  and  Elenor. 
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This  Nichols  group  came  from  the  same  general  Area  in  Virgina  that  our 
Kinsman  came  from,  as  you  will  see  farther  over  in  this  book. 

I  have  no  proof  but  for  some  reason  or  other,  I  connect  this  family  with  the 
Reuben  Nichols  family  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  It  seems  to  me  somewhere  in 
my  research  on  this  family  I  came  across  a  record  that  showed  a  Nichols  of  this 
family  was  drowned  while  hunting.  1  do  know  that  one  of  the  Reuben  Nichols 
Ancestors  was  drowned  in  Virginia  while  hunting.  I  do  not  wish  for  whoever  might 
read  this  to  take  this  as  an  absolute  fact.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  is  the  same 
family.  You  will  find  the  Reuben  Nichols  family  farther  over  in  this  book. 

WILL  OF  WILLIAM  NICHOLS 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  thirty  first  day  of  December  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1762  William  Nichols  in  the  County  of  Lunenburg  being  very  sick  and 
weak  in  body  but  of  Perfect  mind  and  memory  thanks  be  given  unto  God  therefore 
calling  unto  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed 
for  all  men  once  to  die,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament  that 
is  to  say  principally  and  first  of  all  I  give  and  recommend  my  Soul  into  the  hands 
of  God  that  gave  it,  and  for  my  Body  I  recommend  it  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried 
in  a  Christian  like  and  Decent  manner  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Executors  nothing 
doubting  but  at  the  General  Resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the 
mighty  Power  of  God  and  as  touching  such  Worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased 
God  to  bless  me  in  this  life,  I  give  devise  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following 
manner  and  form.  It  is  my  Will  nad  I  do  order  that  in  the  first  place  that  all  my 
Just  Debts  and  funeral  charges  be  paid  and  satisfied.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mary, 
my  dearly  beloved  Wife,  the  third  of  all  my  moveable  Estate.  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  well  beloved  son,  William  Nichols,  all  and  singular  and  lands,  messuages  and 
tenements  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  with  the  two  thirds  of  the 
remainder  of  my  moveable  Estate.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter,  Eleaner 
Hughit,  my  daughter,  the  other  third  of  my  moveable  Estate.  I  constitute 
make  and  ordain  John  Orr,  Junr.  and  William  Nichols,  Junr.  Executors  of  this  my 
Last  Will  and  Testament. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

William  Nichols  (Seal) 

Signed,  sealed,  published 
in  the  presence  of  us, 

George  Scott 
John  Orr 

his 

Robert  Neally  R 

mark 

At  a  Court  held  for  Lunenburgh  County  the  10th  day  of  February,  1763. 

This  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  William  Nichols,  Deceased,  was  proved  by 
the  oaths  of  John  Orr  and  Robert  Neally  two  of  the  Witnesses  thereto  and  admitted 

to  record. 

Teste: 

William  Taylor  CLC 
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Recorded:  Will  Book  2,  pages  147-148 
A  Copy  Teste: 

J.  T.  Waddell  Jr.,  Clerk, 

Circuit  Court  of  Lunenburg 
County,  Virginia 

COPY  OF  THE  WILL  OF  JOHN  NICHOLS— HALIFAX  CO.,  VA. 

Probated  APRIL  22,  1774  ^  , 

Will  of  John  Nichols — Halifax  Co.,  Va. — Probated  Apr.  22,  1774 
Halifax  Co.,  Va. — Book  1  Page  70,  Drawer  367 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  the  8th  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  three.  I  John  Nichols  of  the  County  of 
Halifax,  being  very  sick  and  weak  in  body,  but  in  perfect  mind  and  memory  thanks 
be  to  God,  therefore  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knoing  it  is 
appointed  for  all  once  to  die,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament 
that  is  to  say  principally  and  first  of  all  I  give  recommend  my  soul  to  God  that  gave 
it,  and  for  my  body  I  recommend  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  a  Christian  and  decent 
manner,  at  the  descretion  of  my  Executors  nothing  doubting  but  at  the  grand 
resurection  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  and  as 
touching  such  worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  is  pleased  God  to  bless  me  with  in  this 
life — I  give  and  dispose  in  manner  and  form  following  I  express  it  is  my  will  and 
I  do  order  and  I  do  order  that  in  the  first  place  that  all  my  just  debts  be  paid 
and  satisfied: 

Item:  I  leave  to  my  beloved  wife  Mary  Nichols  during  her  widowhood  only 
seven  negroes  namely  Peter,  Lewis,  Frank,  Pat,  Milly,  and  Hannah  and  Johnny, 
also  my  manor  plantation  together  with  four  hundred  and  eighty  of  land  contiguous 
thereto  according  to  a  survey  lately  made  by  Robert  Wooding,  together  with  my 
household  furniture,  utincsils,  and  etc.,  also  my  still  together  with  my  riding  horse 
Boo  together  with  all  stocks  and  moveables  of  all  kinds. 

Item:  I  give  to  my  son  William,  John  and  Jesse  Nichols,  and  also  to  my 
daughter  Sary  Robertson,  Betty  Owens  and  Aggy  LeGrand  themselfves  and  their 
heirs  and  afirm  all  the  land,  negroes,  cattle  and  hoggs,  bed  pewter  and  every  other 
thing  that  I  before  lent  themto  their  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  them  and 
their  heirs  as  part  of  my  estate. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  well  beloved  son  Ambrose  Nichols  to  his 
heirs  and  all  the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  joining  his  brother  Jesse,  Hardwick,  and 
Peter  Hudson  situated  on  the  branches  of  Clover  Creek  containing  four  hundred 
and  sixty  eight  acres  more  or  less,  according  to  survey  made  by  Robert  Wooding, 
it  being  part  of  an  order  of  Council  also  fifty  pounds  of  current  money  to  be  raised 
out  of  my  Estate  my  Executors  by  selling  anything  that  can  best  be  spared,  also 
every  thing  that  had  been  delivered  to  him. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  daughter  Nanny  Nichols  and  her  heirs 
all  the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  branches  of  Dificult  and  Black  Walnut 
Creeks  and  on  both  sides  of  Stewarts  loiny.  Road  joining  the  lines  of  Agnes  Robert¬ 
son,  Thomas  Hope  and  the  outlines  of  my  order  and  John  Jones  containing  four 
hundred  acres  more  or  less  according  to  survey  made  by  Robert  Wooding  being  part 
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of  my  order  aforesaid.  I  also  give  to  my  daughter  aforesaid  two  negroes  namely 
Milly  and  Hannah,  one  horse  or  mare,  two  cows  and  calves  and  one  heifer,  together 
with  one  feather  bed  and  furniture. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  will  beloved  son  Bird  Nichols,  and  to  his 
heirs  and  assign  all  the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situated  on  both  sides  of  Blackwalnut 
Creek  containing  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  more  less  with  a  plantation  thereon 
according  to  a  survey  made  by  Col  Wooding  it  being  part  of  my  orders  of  Council 
Joining  the  lines  of  my  Manor  Plantation,  likewise  Agnis  Robertson — ^her  land  I 
have  conveyed  to  her  by  the  consent  of  her  mother  and  I  also  do  give  my  aforesaid 
son  Bird  Nichols  two  negroes  namely  Pete  and  Patt  and  also  two  cows  and  calves 
and  one  heiffer  without  a  calf,  one  bed  and  furniture,  it  is  my  will  that  my  son 
David  Nichols  shall  twelve  months  after  the  decease  of  widowhood  of  my  wife  pay 
Bird  Nichols  one  Hds  of  Tob.  of  about  1200  lbs.  to  be  divided  equal  to  purchase 
each  a  suit  of  clothes. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  well  beloved  son  David  Nichols  and  his  heirs 
and  assigns  all  the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  contingent  to  my  Manor  House  situated 
on  forks  of  Blackwalnut  Creek  containing  five  hundred  and  eighty  acres  more  or 
less  according  to  a  survey  made  by  Col.  Robert  Wooding  it  being  part  of  my  order 
of  Council  aforesaid  also  three  negroes  namely  Lewis,  Frank,  and  Jonny  also  two 
cows  and  calves  and  one  heiffer  without  a  calf  also  one  bed  and  furniture. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  two  sons  Bird  and  David  Nichols,  and  my 
Nanny  to  each  of  them  two  ewes. 

Item:  I  do  give  to  my  two  sons  Bird  and  David  aforesaid  my  still,  cart,  and 
gear  to  be  used  between  them  and  each  to  have  alike  property  in  them.  Also  the 
two  guns  the  largest  to  Bird. 

Item:  I  give  likewise  to  my  daughter  Nanny  and  my  two  sons  Bird  and  David 
Nichols  to  each  two  dishes,  one  bason,  six  plates,  and  six  knives  and  fork  also  it  is 
my  will  and  desire  that  all  the  above  legacies  is  to  be  delivered  to  Nanny,  Bird,  and 
David  Nichols  at  the  decease  or  intermarrying  of  my  wife  aforesaid. 

Item:  I  give  to  my  well  beloved  son  John  Nichols  all  my  wearing  clothes  of 
every  kind  and  it  is  my  will  that  the  remainder  of  my  stock  household  furniture 
and  every  other  thing  that  can  be  spared  of  the  plantation  shall  be  sold  after  the 
decease  or  intermarrying  of  my  aforesaid  wife  at  six  month  credit  by  my  Executors 
and  if  any  of  the  children  should  die  without  heirs  their  fortune  to  be  equally 

divided  among  the  survivors. 

Item:  I  hereby  appoint  and  constitute  Mat  Sims  and  My  Loving  sons  William 
and  John  Nichols  to  be  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament.  In  Witness 
thereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  Seal  this  date  and  day  as  above. 

L.S. 

Matthew  Sims 

Edward  Parker 
Ralph  (  X  )  Owen 
mark 

At  a  Court  Continued  and  held  for  Halifax  Co.,  the  22  day  of  April  1774. 
This  last  will  and  testament  of  John  Nichols  deceased  was  presented  in  Court, 
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William  Nichols  one  of  the  Executors  herein  named  who  mfade  oath  hereto 
ordered  to  be  recorded  and  on  motion  of  the  Executor  Certificate  was  granted  him 
for  obtaining  probate  hereof  in  due  form  giving  security  where  on  he  with  James 
Cobbs  and  Abraham  LeGrand  his  securities  entered  into  and  acknowledged  their 
bond  with  condition  according  to  law.  And  Matthew  Sims  one  of  the  Executors 
herein  refused  to  take  upon  himself  the  bother  and  Execution  whereof  and  liberty 
to  reserved  to  the  other  Executor  to  join  in  probate. 

Test  P.  Covington  Clk. 

Truly  recorded 

Test  P.  Covington, 

JOHN  NICHOLS 
REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  , 

John  Nichols,  a  revolutionary  soldier  from  Halifax  Co.,  Va.  The  records  state 
he  was  an  officer.  This  sam.e  record  states  that  Mary  Jefferson,  daughter  of  Field 
Jefferson  and  first  cousin  of  the  President  Thomas  Jefferson,  married  a  Nichols. 
Since  the  record  of  John  Nichols  and  Mary  Jefferson  were  in  the  same  paragraph, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  this  is  the  John  Nichols  she  married.  To  this  union  the 
record  shows  two  children  were  born,  namely,  William  and  Susannah  Nichols. 

This  record  does  not  show  the  date  they  were  married  but  there  is  a  date  of 
1777  in  which  this  record  may  be  identified.  In  all  honesty  1  must  say,  this  Nichols 
is  from  the  same  general  area  that  our  kinsmen  were  from,  as  Halifax  County  was 
at  one  time  a  part  of  Lunnenburg  County  and  partitioned  off  into  Halifax  County 
in  1752.  Bedford  County  was  also  partitioned  off  from  Lunnenburg  County  in  1754 
and  Halifax  and  Bedford  County  lie  in  the  same  general  area,  not  far  from  the 
North  Carolina  line.  I  am  reasonably  sure  that  this  Nichols  group  that  resided  in 
these  two  counties  were  also  kinsmen  of  the  North  and  South  Carolina  group  of 
Nichols  as  I  have  traced  some  of  the  families  that  came  from  this  part  of  Virginia 
into  those  respective  states. 

THE  WILL  OF  GEORGE  NICHOLS 

The  Will  of  George  Nichols  that  you  see  on  the  opposite  page  was  made  in  1813 
and  is  recorded  in  the  County  Court  Clerk’s  Office  in  the  City  of  Bedford,  Bedford 
County,  Virginia.  He  did  not  mention  the  name  of  his  wife  in  this  Will.  At  this 
time  I  do  not  know  her  name.  I  hope  to  make  a  trip  in  that  Area  and  visit  some 
of  the  old  Cemeteries,  perhaps,  then  I  will  learn  some  of  the  names  which  are 
missing  in  the  Wills.  If  so,  I  will  put  them  in  this  record. 

At  first  I  thought  that  the  maker  of  this  will  was  the  brother  of  John  Nichols 
of  the  will  of  1803,  but  have  since  decided  that  he  was  near  kin.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  he  was  born  in  Maryland  or  at  least  lived  there  at  one  time  as  there 
is  evidence  that  some  of  his  children  were  born  there.  I  have  written  and  received 
several  letters  from  Mrs.  Clerise  Adams  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  She  is  a  descendant 
of  the  Maker  of  this  Will  and  is  also  a  descendant  of  Blaisdale  Nichols,  the  son  of 
George.  She  is  reasonably  sure  Blaisdale  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1768.  Mrs.  Adams’ 
grandfather  was  killed  while  serving  in  the  Confederate  Army. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN,  I  George  Nichols  Senr.  of  Bedford  County 
and  state  of  Virginia  being  now  in  a-  low  state  of  health  and  nowing  that  all  men 
was  born  to  die  and  I  do  make  ordain  and  declare  this  my  last  will  and  testament 
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and  revoking  all  others  first  I  desire  that  all  my  Just  depts  be  paid.  Secondly  I  desire 
that  my  dear  wife  shall  keep  all  my  land  and  negroes  and  all  my  stock  of  of  all 
kinds  but  sutch  as  shall  be  hereafter  mentioned  and  all  my  household  and  kitchen 
furniture  to  be  hures  during  bur  natural  life  then  after  bur  death  to  be  equally 
Devided  between  my  children  namely  kizsiab  ]ene  John  Bazedale  Ellias  Mary 
Samuel  Arcbible  Gorge  and  Lunie  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever — It  is  my  desire 
that  Caty  Huddleston  should  be  paid  one  hundred  dollars  in  Cash  out  of  my 
estate  and  no  more  also  I  give  to  my  son  George  one  Sorrel  mare  &c  he  is  not 
to  be  counted  out  of  his  part  of  the  estate.  Also  I  give  to  my  son  John  one  bond  of 
thirty  Dollars  on  Joseph  Miles  assigned  to  me  by  Benjamin  Hail  for  value  red.  the 
same  to  be  clear  from  a  Devision  of  my  estate:  It  is  my  desire  that  John  Mitchell 
and  my  John  Nichols  to  be  my  adminnistartors.  Given  under  my  hand  this  19th 
day  of  May  1811. 

his 

George  X  Nichols  Seal 
mark 

Test. — 

John  Mitchell 
Thomas  Payne 
his 

William  X  Burjis 
mark 

At  a  Court  held  for  Bedford  County  at  the  Courthouse  the  24th  day  of  February 
1812.  —  This  last  Will  and  testament  of  George  Nichols  deed,  was  exhibited  in 
Court  and  proved  by  the  oaths  of  John  Mitchell  Thos.  Payne  and  William  Burjis 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Teste, 

J.  Steptoe  CB.C 

A  copy -teste: 

H.  P.  Scott,  Clerk  of  the 
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CHAPTER  THREE 


JOHN  NICHOLS,  SENIOR 
My  Great,  Great,  Great,  Great  Grandfather 

On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  the  Will  of  John  Nichols.  It  is  a  copy 
of  the  original  Will  on  record  in  the  city  of  Bedford,  Bedford  County,  Virginia. 
As  near  as  I  can  tabulate,  he  was  born  sometime  between  1730  and  1736. 

I  have  no  proof  as  to  just  where  this  John  Nichols  was  born.  He  could  be  a 
descendant  of  William  Nichols  who  came  to  Virginia  in  1619  and  who  might 
have  married  into  the  Pochahontas  family  as  there  is  some  traditional  legend  that 
those  of  us  who  are  this  John  Nichols  descendants  are  related  to  the  Pochahontas 
family.  There  is  also  an  historical  record  showing  that  his  oldest  son  Flayl  was 
born  on  the  Sweet  Water  in  Virginia.  The  only  stream  called  the  Sweet  Water 
that  1  have  been  able  to  find  is  a  large  creek  called  the  Sweet  Water  Creek 
located  in  the  present  boundary  of  North  Carolina  not  far  from  the  Virginia 
line.  There  is  also  some  proof  that  this  John  Nichols  may  have  lived  in  Maryland 
awhile  and  I  refer  you  to  the  Nehamia  Nichols  Will  in  some  of  the  preceding 
pages  of  the  Maryland  records.  This  John  Nichols  could  have  been  born  in 
Pennsylvania  as  there  is  some  evidence  that  Nemiah  Nichols  in  the  Maryland 
records  owned  some  land  in  York,  Pennsylvania. 

John  Nichols  wife’s  name  was  Martha,  although  the  Will  does  not  state  her 
maiden  name,  there  is  some  evidence  that  it  was  Payne.  There  is  some  proof  that 
this  John  Nichols  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  and  there  is  positive  proof 
that  he  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  from  1778  until  the  end  of  the  War. 
The  proof  is  his  daughter  Catherine  Nichols  Pollard  applied  to  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  for  her  share  of  land  that  was  due  to  her  father  for  his  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  This  application  was  made  in  1829  and  was  granted  as  you 
will  observe  farther  over  in  this  book  when  we  are  writing  some  about  Catherine 
Nichols  Pollard. 

Another  reason  why  1  think  this  John  Nichols  was  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War  was  he  had  negotiated  for  this  land  in  Virginia  before  the  Revolutionary  War 
broke  out  and  it  is  a  matter  of  record  that  this  land  was  transferred  to  his  name 
around  1779. 

You  will  also  note  in  his  Will  he  left  a  small  shotgun  to  his  grandson  John 
Nichols.  This  grandson’s  father  was  also  named  John  Nichols,  as  it  is  specified 
in  this  Will.  I  might  add  that  this  John  Nichols  that  received  the  small  shotgun 
was  my  Great,  Great,  Grandfather.  He  was  known  in  Tennessee  as  John  J.  Nichols. 
He  left  Virginia  and  came  to  Tennessee  in  1816. 

In  my  closing  remarks  about  John  Nichols,  maker  of  the  Will  of  1803,  he 
could  be  a  descendant  of  Francis  Nichols  who  fled  from  England  to  the  Hague 
in  Holland  to  escape  religious  persecution.  Francis  Nichols  came  to  America 
in  1634  bringing  his  three  sons,  Issac,  Caleb  and  John.  It  is  a  known  fact  that 
some  of  the  descendants  of  the  above  Francis  Nichols  came  into  New  Jersey 
from  Long  Island  in  the  late  l600’s  and  later  some  of  them  went  into  Pennsylvania. 
The  only  proof  I  have  of  this  is  that  my  Great  Aunt  Mary  Nichols  told  me  on 
several  occasions  that  her  Grandmother  Margaret  Scanlin  Nichols  had  said  that 
three  Nichols  sons  had  been  brought  to  this  country  when  they  were  children. 
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Made  from  Photostats  of  Early  Records 


MARTHA  NICHOLS 

MY  GREAT,  GREAT,  GREAT,  GREAT  GRANDMOTHER 

Martha,  wife  of  John  Nichols,  may  have  been  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland 
or  Virginia.  I  do  not  know  for  sure  what  her  maiden  name  was,  it  may  have  been 
Payne,  as  I  found  in  some  of  the  old  Maryland  records  of  the  1760’s  and  1770’s 
of  some  Payne  families  living  in  the  Area  of  where  many  Nichols  families  lived  at 
that  time.  One  of  these  families  had  a  name  of  Flayl  Payne.  This  might  be  a 
coincidence  but  it  is  the  only  family  that  I  can  find  on  record  in  the  early  Colonial 
Days  that  had  the  name  of  Flayl.  It  is  my  belief,  and  just  a  belief,  that  this  Flayl 
Payne  may  have  been  Martha’s  father  or  brother,  as  our  Nichols  family  carried 
the  name  of  Flayl  for  several  generations. 

I  know  she  lived  longer  than  her  husband,  John  Nichols,  maker  of  the  Will  of 
1803,  but  do  not  know  the  year  she  died.  She  is  no  doubt  buried  there  in  Bedford 
County,  Virginia. 

You  will  find  on  the  following  pages  a  great  many  descendants  from  four  of 
John  and  Martha’s  children;  they  are  Flayl,  John,  Archibald,  Cathy  Nichols  Pollard. 
The  other  four — Mary,  Jane,  Elisha  and  Jesse,  I  know  very  little  of  and  what  I 
do  know  I  will  place  here,  leaving  the  other  four  to  come  in  their  respective  places. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Nichols,  married  Chesley  Cundiff.  No  record 
of  any  descendants.  However,  there  are  some  Cundiff?  in  California  at  the  time 
this  is  being  written. 

Jane,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Nichols,  married  a  Hancock  (I  do  not  know 
his  first  name)  but  I  have  been  told  he  was  related  to  the  John  Hancock  who 
signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  I  know  of  no  descendants. 
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Elisha,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Nichols,  married  Nancy  Payne,  July  24,  1797. 
No  record  of  descendants. 

Jesse,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Nichols,  married  Sally  Field,  Oct.  28,  1800. 
The  only  descendant  that  I  know  of  this  union  is  a  lady  working  in  the  Bedford 
County  Court  Clerks  Office,  Bedford,  Virginia,  at  the  time  this  is  being  written. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN.  I  John  Nichols  Senr.  of  Bedford  County 
in  the  State  of  Virginia  being  low  in  health  and  week  in  body  but  of  perfect  mind 
and  Memory,  thanks  be  to  Almighty  God,  but  knowing  that  is  is  allotted  for 
mortal  man  to  die,  I  doe  make  and  ordain  this  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament, 
first  recommending  my  poor  Soul  into  the  hands  of  the  Almighty  God  that  gave 
it  to  me,  and  my  poor  body  to  ...  decently  interred,  and  after  my  lawful  Debts, 
and  funeral  expenses  is  discharged,  I  will  and  bequeath  my  Worldly  Estate  that 
it  hath  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to  possess  me  with,  in  form  and  manner 
following,  Viz.  Item,  I  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Flayl  Nichols,  my  big  family  Bible. 
Item,  I  bequeath  to  my  Son  John  Nichols,  my  young  horse  called  Ceilia,  after 
my  beloved  Wife  Martha  Nichols,  decease.  Item  I  bequeath  unto  my  Son 
Archibald  Nichols,  a  Tract  or  parcel  of  Land,  beginning  at  A  Lucus  near 
the  fence  of  premises  now  tending,  thence  a  new  marked  line  down  to  the  mouth 
of  my  lane,  thence  along  the  old  line  to  Gills  and  my  corner  tree  to  a  Spanish 
Oak,  thence  along  as  the  old  line  directs  to  a  Chesnut  on  Burnetts  line,  thence 
along  Burnetts  line  to  a  new  made  corner  white  Oak  on  Elisha  Nichols  line  thence 
along  Elishas  new  line  to  the  first  Station.  Item  I  bequeath  unto  my  son  Elisha 
Nichols,  a  Tract  or  parcel  of  Land,  beginning  at  a  Chesnut  on  Ayer’s  road  thence 
along  the  road  as  the  new  marked  line  goes  to  a  pealed  corner  white  Oak,  thence 
off  across  the  field  and  as  the  new  marked  lines  goes  to  a  corner  white  Oak  on 
Burnetts  line  including  the  twelve  acres  I  purchased  of  Elisha  Burnett,  thence  along 
the  line  to  the  beginning  Station.  Item  I  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Jesse  Nichols, 
the  Tract  or  parcel  of  Land  whereon  I  now  dwell  after  my  beloved  Wife  Martha 
Nichols  (decease)  Beginning  at  Pointers  next  to  John  Halls  line,  thence  along 
as  the  line  directs  to  a  corner  Chesnut  on  Ayers  road  thence  along  the  Road  a 
new  mark’t  line  to  the  corner  pealed  white  Oak  in  the  field  thence  along  off 
across  the  field  and  along  Elisha’s  new  mark’t  line  to  the  new  mark’t  corner 
Locus  by  the  fence,  thence  along  the  new  mark’t  line  to  the  mouth  of  the 
lane,  thence  along  as  the  old  line  directs  to  Gills  and  my  corner  Spanish  Oak. 
Item  I  bequeath  to  my  beloved  Wife  Martha  Nichols,  the  negfoe  Wench 
named  Delpha  and  negroe  boy  named  Frank,  during  her  Life  or  widowhood, 
after  then  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  two  Sons  Elisha  and  Jesse  Nichols  — 
Item  I  bequeath  unto  my  two  Sons  Elisha  and  Jesse  Nichols  the  waggon,  three 
horses,  named  Dick,  Jack  and  Swany,  and  all  the  LItensils  belonging  to  the 
Waggon.  Item  I  bequeath  unto  my  son  Elisha  one  red  and  white  spotted  no  horn 
Heifer.  Item  I  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Jesse  one  Dark  brindled  Heifer  —  Item 
I  bequeath  unto  my  children  Mary  Cundiff,  John  Nichols,  Katherine  Pollard,  my 
Son  Archibald  Nichols,  and  my  daughter  Jare  Hancock,  all  the  other  moveable 
property  of  my  Estate,  after  my  beloved  Wife  Martha  Nichols  decease  excepting 
what  is  before  mentioned,  and  a  Small  Shott  Gun,  which  I  bequeath  unto  my 
Grandson  John  Nichols,  the  son  of  my  Son  John  Nichols.  Item  I  doe  constitute 
and  ordain  my  two  beloved  Sons  Elisha  Nichols  and  Jesse  N'chols  my  So’e  Executors 
to  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  revoking  and  disannuling  any  other  former  Will 
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and  Testaments,  and  constituting  and  allowing  this  to  be  my  last  Will  and 
Testament  according  to  my  desire; 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  this  5th  day  of  April  1803. 

John  Nichols  Seal 

Acknowledged  Signed  Seal’d 
&  delivered  in  the  presence  » 
of  us 

J 

Edward  Hore 

Samuel  Best 
his 

Jacob  X  Hunt 
mark 

At  a  Court  held  for  Bedford  County  at  the  Courthouse  the  26th  day  of 
December,  1803 — 

This  last  Will  and  Testament  of  John  Nichols  deed,  was  exhibited  in  Court 
by  Elisha  Nichols  and  Jesse  Nichols  the  Executors  therein  named,  and  proved  by 
the  Oath  of  Edward  Hore,  Samuel  Best  &  Jacob  Hunt,  the  subscribing  Witnesses 
&  ordered  to  be  recorded.  And  on  the  motion  of  the  said  Executors  who  made  Oath 
and  together  with  Charles  Gill  &  Thomas  Payne  their  Securities  entered  into  & 
acknowledged  their  Bond  in  the  Sum  of  Two  Thousand  Dollars  conditioned 
according  to  Law  certificate  is  granted  them  for  obtaining  a  probate  thereof 
in  due  form. 

Teste 

J.  Steptoe  C.B.C 

A  copy  —  teste: 

H.  P.  Scott,  Clerk  of  the 

Circuit  Court  of  Bedford  County, 

Virginia 

Will  Book  3, 
page  20. 


FLAYL  NICHOLS 

Flayl  Nichols,  oldest  son  of  John  and  Martha  Nichols  was  born  on  the  Sweet 
Water,  between  1755  and  1760.  There  has  been  much  confusion  as  to  where  the 
Sweet  Water  was. 

I  have  attempted  to  clear  this  up.  In  my  research  throughout  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia  I  found  no  rivers  or  creeks,  or  any  body  of  water  called  the  Sweet 
Water.  I  did  find  a  stream  called  Sweet  Water  Creek  in  what  is  now  North 
Carolina  near  the  present  line  of  Virginia.  This  Creek  is  located  in  Martin  County, 
North  Carolina  and  I  might  add,  there  were  a  number  of  other  Nichols  Families 
at  that  time,  in  that  area  and  in  adjacent  counties. 

I  do  believe  that  when  Flayl  Nichols  stated  (I  quote  from  the  book  of  Kings 
Mountain  Men)  that  he  was  born  on  the  Sweet  Water  in  Virginia  the  area  was 
thought  at  that  time  to  be  a  part  of  Virginia. 
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He  was  living  in  Virginia  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  We  have  authentic 
records  showing  he  and  his  brother  were  in  the  battle  of  Kings  Mountain.  This 
batde  is  near  and  dear  to  most  Tennesseans,  as  most  of  the  men  in  that  battle 
were  from  what  later  became  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Flayl  Nichols  came  from  Bedford  County,  Virginia  to  what  is  now  Tennessee 
in  1789  or  1790;  we  think  that  he  lived  in  a  Fort  with  his  family  for  a  while 
that  was  located  in  Sevier  County  near  the  present  City  of  Sevierville,  Tennessee. 

In  1793  he  was  a  captain  in  the  Militia  and  may  have  fought  in  Colonel  Wear’s 
Tallassee  Expedition  against  the  Cherokee  Indians.  He  was  elected  a  State  Senator 
in  1803  and  was  the  author  of  a  number  of  bills  for  the  good  of  not  only  the 
Community  he  represented  but  for  the  State  as  a  whole,  some  of  them  helped  very 
much  in  smoothing  out  the  difficulties  that  the  State  of  Tennessee  had  with 
North  Carolina. 

In  1808  Flayl  received  a  Tennessee  Grant  for  his  occupant  claim  of  331  Acres, 
which  included  two  horse  shoe  bends  of  Little  Pigeon  and  the  surrounding  hills — 
the  river  today  makes  the  same  bends  as  in  1807  when  the  Nichols  Grant  was 
surveyed  as  shown  by  the  Surveyor’s  Plot  in  the  Tennessee  Archives. 

He  married  Nancy  Hatcher  in  Virginia  in  1780  and  there  is  some  proof  that  she 
was  a  cousin  of  Henry  Clay.  They  had  nine  children,  namely,  Sarah,  Martha.  Rhoda, 
John,  Jesse,  Simon,  William,  Robert,  and  Edward. 

In  commenting  briefly  about  Flayl  Nichols,  it  must  be  said  that  he  and  others 
like  him  that  settled  in  what  is  now  Tennessee  had  a  great  part  in  knitting  the 
various  communities  together  and  helped  greatly  to  smooth  out  the  many  problems 
that  confronted  the  new  state  in  its  early  years. 

He  died  in  1823  and  is  buried  in  Shiloh  Cemetery  which  is  located  near 
Sevierville,  Tennessee. 

You  will  find  on  the  following  pages,  a  great  many  descendents  from  three 
of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols  children,  they  are  Sarah,  John  and  William. 
The  other  six  children,  namely  Martha  Rhoda,  Jesse,  Simon,  Robert  and  Edward, 
I  know  very  little  about  and  what  I  do  know  I  will  place  here  leaving  the  other 
three  to  come  into  their  respective  places. 

MARTHA  NICHOLS  LAWSON 

Martha,  second  child  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols  was  born  in  Virginia, 
came  to  what  is  now  Sevier  County,  Tennessee  with  the  rest  of  her  family.  Martha 
married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lawson;  he  was  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  1823  they 
floated  down  the  Tennessee  River  in  a  Flat  Boat  to  Alabama  settling  in  and  around 
Talledega.  There  is  only  one  living  descendent  from  this  family,  a  Miss  Eugenia 
Thornton.  She  is  now  over  80  years  of  age  and  lives  in  Talladega,  Ala. 

Rhoda,  another  daughter  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols— I  have  no  record 
of  whom  she  married  or  any  descendants. 

Jesse,  son  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols— No  record  of  whom  he  married 
or  any  descendants. 

Simon,  son  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols— No  record  of  whom  he 
married  or  any  descendants. 
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Robert,  son  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols— No  record  of  whom  he 
married  or  any  descents. 

Edward,  son  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols — No  record  of  whom  he 
married  or  any  descendants. 

SARAH  NICHOLS  MATSON 

Sarah  Nichols  Matson,  oldest  child  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols,  was 
born  in  Virginia  around  1780  or  1781. 

Her  father  and  mother  moved  to  what  is  now  Sevier  County,  Tennessee,  but 
was  at  that  time  North  Carolina.  John  Matson,  husband  of  Sarah  Nichols  Matson, 
the  records  show  he  was  born  in  Ireland.  He  married  Sarah  Nichols  Aug.  28,  1802. 
He  was  in  the  war  of  1812.  I  believe  there  is  a  record  showing  that  John  Matson 
fought  with  Andrew  Jackson  against  the  Creek  Indians  in  Alabama. 

To  this  union  seven  children  were  born.  Namely,  William  Hatcher,  Jesse, 
Andrew,  James,  John,  Fanny  and  Nancy.  John  Matson,  husband  of  Sarah  Nichols 
Matson  died  in  1819  and  is  buried  in  the  Shiloh  Cemetery,  three  or  four  miles 
from  Sevierville,  Tenn.  Sometime  between  1819  and  1833  Sarah,  John  Matsons 
wife,  moved  with  some  of  her  children  to  Fayette  County,  Tenn.  In  1833  she  moved 
to  Marshall  County,  Ala.  In  1835  she  moved  to  Talladega  County,  Ala.,  where  her 
sister  Martha  lived.  In  1857  she  made  application  for  a  land  grant  for  her  husband’s 
service  in  the  war  of  1812;  this  application  was  approved.  The  exact  date  of  her 
death  is  unknown;  she  is  buried  in  the  Lawson  lot  in  one  of  the  Talladega  Cemeteries. 

I  only  know  the  complete  geneology  of  one  of  John  and  Sarah  Nichols  Matson’s 
children,  he  is  William  Hatcher  Matson.  I  do  know  a  little  about  another  son  of 
theirs,  Andrew;  he  was  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  wounded  very  badly  in  the  leg 
and  after  the  war  was  over  his  leg  had  to  be  amputated.  He  died  in  1908.  Robert, 
a  grandson  of  Sarah  and  John  Matson,  was  also  in  the  Civil  War,  was  taken 
prisoner  and  died  in  a  Northern  prison  camp.  A  monument  to  their  memory  is 
located  at  Oak  Hill,  Ala. 

William  Hatcher  Matson,  one  of  John  and  Sarah  Nichols  Matson’s  children, 
was  born  Feb.  2,  1816  in  Sevier  County,  Tennessee.  William  Hatcher  Matson  was 
married  twice,  his  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Emaline  Limbaugh;  they  were  married 
July  2,  1844  in  Alabama.  His  second  wife  was  Narcissus  Elizabeth  Tylor.  From  these 
two  marriages  the  following  children  were  born,  namely,  Hatty,  William  W., 
James  A.,  Amanda,  Fannie,  Jacob  J.,  John,  Mallie,  Ellen,  and  Sarah;  some  of  these 
children  were  by  his  first  wife  and  some  by  the  second. 

I  only  know  the  complete  geneology  of  one  of  these  children,  his  name  is 
James  A.  Matson;  he  is  the  son  of  William  Hatcher  and  Elizabeth  Emaline  Limbaugh 
Matson;  she  was  William  Hatcher’s  first  wife. 

I  do  know  to  whom  some  of  the  other  children  married.  Hattey  married  a  Lackey, 
Amanda  married  a  King,  Fannie  married  a  Breedlove,  Mallie  married  a  Matson, 
Ellen  married  a  Meckel,  Sarah  never  married.  I  don’t  know  who  the  men  married 
other  than  James  A.  Matson. 

William  Hatcher  Matson  died  in  1892. 

James  A.  Matson,  son  of  William  Hatcher  and  Elizabeth  Emaline  Limbaueh 
Matson,  was  born  Feb.  16,  1855.  He  married  Mary  California  London,  January  ib, 
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1877  in  Talladega  County,  Alabama.  To  this  union  ten  children  were  born,  namely, 
Samuel  Newton,  Minneola,  Eunice,  Kate,  Thomas  Hatcher,  James  Otis,  Alice,  Amos, 
Howard  and  Paul. 

I  only  know  the  complete  geneology  of  two  of  these  children,  their  names  are 
Minneola  and  Alice.  I  do  know  who  the  other  girls  married.  Eunice  married 
a  Sherer,  Kate  married  a  Shadoin,  Alice  married  a  Greer  and  lives  in  Annastin, 
Alabama.  Alice  attended  our  I960  Nichols  reunion  and  I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
her  there.  I  don’t  believe  she  has  any  children.  I  don’t  know  who  the  men  married; 
Paul,  the  youngest,  died  in  infancy. 

James  A.  Matson  died  Aug.  5,  1921,  his  wife,  Mary  California  London,  died 
April  13,  1925. 

Minneola  Matson,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Mary  California  London  Matson, 
was  born  June  1,  1882.  She  married  Nunis  Franklin  Riddle  on  Dec.  16,  1900.  To 
this  union  six  children  were  born,  namely,  James  Robert,  Frank  Hatcher,  Mary  Alice, 
Sarah,  Elizabeth,  and  Margaret. 

Minneola  Matson  Riddle  died  Dec.  20,  1958  in  Talladega,  Ala.  I  don’t  know 
if  Nunis  Franklin  Riddle  is  still  living,  as  I  have  no  data  on  him. 

James  Robert  Riddle,  son  of  Nunis  Franklin  and  Minneola  Matson  Riddle, 
was  born  Dec.  7,  1901.  He  married  Grace  Pritchard  and  they  had  no  children. 
James  Robert  Riddle  was  in  the  U.  S.  Consular  Service  for  many  years.  He  died 
July  28,  1958. 

Frank  Hatcher  Riddle,  son  of  Nunis  Franklin  and  Minneola  Matson  Riddle, 
was  born  Dec.  23,  1906  and  died  Nov.  12,  1928  as  a  result  of  an  automobile 
accident.  He  was  unmarried. 

Mary  Alice  Riddle,  daughter  of  Nunis  Franklin  and  Minneola  Matson  Riddle, 
was  born  Jan.  9,  1910,  married  John  Raymond  King  June  13,  1943.  To  this  union 
one  child  was  born,  namely,  Mary  Judith,  born  Sept.  1944,  died  Oct.  1947.  John  R. 
King  is  employed  by  the  Kennecot  Copper  Co.  and  resides  in  Hurley.  New  Mexico. 

Elizabeth  Matson  Riddle,  daughter  of  Nunis  Franklin  and  Minneola  Matson 
Riddle,  was  born  July  2,  1912. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  this  fine  lady  who  with  her  Aunt  Alice  Greer, 
her  two  sisters  Sarah  and  Margaret  at  the  I960  Nichols  reunion  near  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  It  was  an  honor  to  the  descendents  of  Flayl  and  John  J.  Nichols  and 
other  Nichols  families  that  still  reside  in  East  Tennessee  to  have  these  fine  ladies  not 
only  as  their  guests  but  as  their  kinfolk,  whose  ancestors  left  east  Tennessee  nearly 
140  years  ago  to  make  their  homes  in  Alabama. 

Elizabeth  Matson  Riddle  married  David  Patton,  a  prominent  attorney  in  Athens, 
Alabama,  Aug.  31,  1935.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Elizabeth 
Bolton  Patton,  born  May  27,  1936.  At  the  time  this  is  being  written,  these  folks 
live  in  Athens,  Ala. 

Sarah  Marcehne  Riddle,  daughter  of  Nunis  Franklin  and  Minneola  Matson 
Riddle,  a  twin  of  Elizabeth  Matson  Riddle  Patton,  was  born  July  2,  1912. 

I  previously  stated  that  she,  her  two  sisters  and  Aunt  attended  our  I960  Nichols 
reunion  near  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  We  were  highly  honored  to  have  her  as  our 


41 


guest,  it  was  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  have  met  her.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
JD.A.R.  and  I  believe  she  is  one  of  the  officers  in  that  organization.  At  the  time 
this  is  being  writtetn,  (1961)  she  is  librarian  at  one  of  the  fine  schools  in 
Talladega,  Ala. 

Sarah  married  Winston  Vaughan  Legge,  a  prominent  businessman  in  Talladega, 
Alabama,  September  6,  1936.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born.  Namely, 
Winston  Vaughan  Legge,  Jr.,  born  July  4,  1939,  Elizabeth  Morris  Legge,  born 
Nov.  19,  1942. 

NOTE:  Winton  Vaughan  Legge,  Sr.,  with  his  brother-in-law  Nauburn  Finis 
Jones  are  the  owners  of  a  large  Builders  Supply  Co.  in  Talladega,  Alabama. 

Margaret  Anne  Riddle,  daughter  of  Nunis  Franklin  and  Minneola  Matson 
Riddle,  born  March  24,  1919.  Margaret  also  attended  the  I960  Nichols  reunion 
along  with  her  two  sisters  and  Aunt.  We  were  highly  honored  to  have  her  there. 

Margaret  married  Nauburn  Finis  Jones,  a  prominent  businessman,  in  the 
builders  supply  business,  June  16,  1940.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born. 
Namely,  Nauburn  Finis  Jones,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  7,  1944,  Larry  Jones,  born  Jan.  26,  1948. 

NOTE:  Nauburn  Finish  Jones,  Sr.  is  the  co-owner  with  his  brother  in-law, 
Winton  Vaughan  Legge,  Sr.,  in  the  Builders  Supply  Co.  stated  on  the  previous  page. 

John  Nichols,  son  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols,  born  March  4,  1787 
in  Virginia,  his  parents  moved  to  what  is  now  Sevier  County,  Tennessee  when  he 
was  about  two  or  three  years  old. 

John  Nichols  was.  the  only  one  of  Flayl’s  children  who  remained  in  Sevier 
County.  Esther  V.  Black,  born  November  7,  1790,  married  John  Nichols.  To  this 
union  ten  children  were  born,  namely,  Vance  B.  Joshua,  Alexander,  C.  B.,  Flail, 
Jane,  Nancy,  Martha,  Joseph  Black,  Mary  and  John  W.  A. 

John  Nichols  died  March  16,  1865,  his  wife  two  days  later  March  18,  1865. 
They  were  buried  in  the  same  grave  at  Shiloh  Cemetery. 

You  will  find  on  the  following  pages  a  great  many  descendents  from  four  of 
John  and  Esther  V.  Black  Nichols  children,  namely,  Vance,  Joshua,  Alexander  C.  B. 
and  John  W.  A. 

I  know  very  little  about  the  other  six  children,  namely.  Flail,  Jane,  Nancy, 
Martha,  Mary  and  Joseph  Black;  what  I  do  know  I  will  write  here  leaving  the  other 
four  to  come  into  their  respective  places. 

Flail  Nichols,  son  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  born  April  21,  1820, 
married  Matilda  McCown.  They  lived  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee  for  several 
years  near  Chilhonee.  They  had  two  daughters,  Eliza  Nichols  who  married  Capt. 
John  Martin  and  Penelope  Nichols  who  married  a  Turner.  The  day  of  Flail  Nichols 
death  is  unknown,  his  wife  Matilda  died  April  10,  1895  and  are  both  buried  at 
Shiloh  Cemetery. 

Jane  Nichols,  daughter  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  born  June  8,  1822. 
Do  not  know  whether  she  ever  married  or  when  she  died. 

Nancy  Nichols,  daughter  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  born  December  18, 
1823,  married  Valentine  Maddox  and  raised  their  family  in  Wear’s  Valley,  Sevier 
County,  Tenn.  They  had  one  daughter,  namely,  Mattie  Valentine,  who  married 


42 


Jake  Tarwater.  The  date  is  unknown  when  Nancy  or  her  husband  Valentine  Maddox 
died.  They  were  buried  in  Maddox  Cemetery,  Wear  s  Valley. 

Martha  Nichols,  daughter  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  twin  sister  of  Nancy 
Nichols,  born  Dec.  18,  1823,  married  James  Drinnen.  No  known  childen  to  this 
marriage.  She  is  buried  at  Shiloh. 

Mary  Nichols,  daughter  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  born  April  21,  1830 
married  Rev.  John  Trotter.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely  J.  W. 
Trotter,  principal  of  Moses  School  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  for  many  years.  I  do  not 
know  who  he  married.  Another  son  of  Rev.  John  and  Mary  Nichols  Trotter, 
Alexander  Trotter,  also  a  daughter  Nan  Trotter,  she  married  Tillman  Fox.  Rev. 
John  and  Mary  Nichols  Trotter  are  both  buried  at  Shiloh  Cemetery.  I  do  not 
know  where  any  of  their  children  are  buried. 

Joseph  Black  Nichols,  son  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  born  Feb.  28, 
1828,  married  Jane  Trotter.  They  had  one  daughter,  Susan  Nichols,  she  married 
Aaron  Crowson  of  Wear’s  Valley.  Joseph  Black  Nichols  died  Sept.  16,  1852,  and 
date  is  unknown  of  his  wife’s  death.  They  might  be  buried  at  Shiloh  Cemetery. 

Vance  Nichols,  oldest  son  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  was  born  Oct.  24, 
1814.  Rebecca  Rambo,  born  Oct.  25,  1817,  married  Vance  Nichols.  To  this  union 
one  child  was  born,  namely,  Andrew.  Vance  died  in  1842  and  his  wife  Rebecca 
died  in  1891.  Buried  at  Shiloh  Cemetery. 

Andrew  Nichols  was  born  Oct.  22,  1840.  He  married  Dolly  Trotter,  Sept.  16, 
1869.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born.  Namely,  James  A.,  Rebecca  J., 
George  W.,  and  Susannah  Florence.  Andrew  Nichols  died  Aug.  23,  1885  and  his 
wife  Dolly  died  Sept.  5,  1883.  Buried  at  Shiloh  Cemetery. 

James  A.  Nichols,  son  of  Andrew  and  Dolly  Trotter  Nichols,  was  born  Aug.  20, 
1870  and  died  Feb.  13,  1896.  No  record  of  marriage.  Rebecca,  another  child  of 
Andrew  and  Dolly  Trotter  Nichols  was  born  June  30,  1873,  died  Aug.  14,  1892. 
No  record  of  marriage.  They  are  both  buried  at  Shiloh  Cemetery. 

George  W.  Nichols,  another  son  of  Andrew  and  Dolly  Trotter  Nichols,  was 
born  May  25,  1877.  He  married  Laura  Runyan  and  to  this  union  six  children  were 
born.  Namely,  Ida  A.,  Irene,  Dorothy,  Edward,  George  W.  Jr.,  James.  George  W. 
Nichols  died  Jan.  30,  1957.  At  the  time  this  is  being  written,  I  do  not  know 
whether  George’s  wife  Laura  is  still  living  as  I  have  no  date  of  her  death. 

Susannah  Florence  Nichols  (called  Flora),  youngest  child  of  Andrew  and  Dolly 
Trotter  Nichols,  was  born  June  22,  1881  in  Sevier  Co.,  Tenn.  Amos  Henry  Rule, 
son  of  Rev.  Matthew  and  Hettie  N.  Trotter  Rule,  was  born  July  2,  1879,  Hawkins 
Co.,  Tenn.  He  married  Susannah  Florence  Nichols,  Nov.  30,  1899.  To  this  union 
five  children  were  born.  Namely,  Andrew  Herman,  Lucy  Elizabeth,  Fredrick  Nichols, 
Edward  Everett,  and  Flora  Dolly. 

Andrew  Herman,  son  of  Amos  Henry  and  Susannah  Florence  Nichols  Rule, 
born  Nov.  29,  1900,  died  Sept.  25,  1931.  Buried  Greenwood  Cem.etery.  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  No  record  of  marriage.  Lucy  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Amos  Henry  and 
Susannah  Florence  Nichols  Rule,  born  July  1,  1905  and  died  Oct.  27,  1911.  Buried 
at  Greenwood  Cemetery.  Fredrick  Nichols  Rule,  son  of  Amos  Henry  and  Susannah 
Florence  Nichols  Rule  born  April  1,  1907,  died  Feb.  25,  1961.  Buried  Greenwood 
Cemetery.  No  record  of  marriage. 
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I  will  now  write  about  the  youngest  child  of  Amos  Henry  and  Susannah 
Florence  Nichols  Rule  and  leave  Edward  Everett  Rule  for  the  following  page  as  I 
know  his  complete  family  geneology. 

Flora  Dolly  Rule,  youngest  child  of  Amos  Henry  and  Susannah  Florence  Nichols 
Pmle,  was  born  July  24,  1914.  She  married  James  P.  Chandler  and  to  this  union 
three  children  were  born,  namely,  Susan,  James,  and  Sharon. 

Edward  Everett  Rule,  youngest  son  of  Amos  Henry  and  Susannah  Florence 
Nichols  Rule,  was  born  Aug.  30,  1909- 

Before  writing  about  Edward  Everett  Rule  s  family,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  about  this  fine  man. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Unniversity  of  Tenn.  Member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Authentic  records  show  that  his  great,  great,  great  grand¬ 
father  Flay!  Nichols  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Authentic  records  also  show 
that  his  great,  great,  great,  great  grandfather  John  Nichols,  also  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Member  of  the  W.M.C.A.  of  Knoxville.  Charter  member  of 
Downtown  Chapter  of  Knoxville  Sertoma  Club.  He  is  also  a  fine  businessman  of 
Knoxville.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  at  the  1961  Nichols  Families  Reunion. 

Vida  Pauline  Thornton,  daughter  of  Thomas  Adams  and  Lucille  Tyson  Thornton, 
was  born  Dec.  2,  1913,  Jefferson  Co.,  Tenn.  She  married  Edward  Everett  Rule 
June  12,  1936  Knox  Co.,  Tenn.  by  Rev.  Walter  A.  Smith  at  Trinity  Methodist 
Church.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born.  Namely,  Carolyn  Ann,  Mary 
Evelyn,  and  Dana  Susanne. 

Carolyn  Ann,  oldest  child  of  Edward  Everett  and  Vida  Pauline  Thornton  Rule, 
was  born  Oct.  11,  1939-  She  attended  Galbraith  and  Fountain  City  Elementary 
Schools,  Central  High  and  2  years  University  of  Tennessee.  She  married  Thomas 
Dunlap  Edge,  Dec.  19,  1958  at  Fountain  City  Methodist  Church.  Thomas  Dunlap 
Edge  is  now  a  senior  at  University  of  Tennessee. 

Mary  Evelyn  Rule,  second  child  of  Edward  Everett  and  Vida  Pauline  Thornton 
Rule,  was  born  Feb.  1,  1942.  She  attended  Galbraith  and  Fountain  City  Elementary 
Schools,  Central  High  and  2  years  at  University  of  Tennessee.  She  married  John 
Cochran  Bolton  Aug.  26,  1961  at  Fountain  City  Methodist  Church  by  Dr.  H.  Olin 
Troy.  John  Cochran  Bolton  is  a  University  of  Tennessee  student. 

Dana  Susanne  Rule,  youngest  child  of  Edward  Everett  and  Vida  Pauline 
Thornton  Rule,  was  born  March  5,  1951.  She  is  now  a  student  at  Sterchi  Elemen¬ 
tary  School. 

JOSHUA  NICHOLS 

Joshua  Nichols,  son  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  was  born  Sept.  5,  I8I6. 
Eliza  Caroline  McCowan,  born  April  22,  1820,  married  Joshua  Nichols.  I  do  not 
know  the  date  of  their  marriage,  but  to  this  union  eight  children  were  born,  namely, 
Mary,  John,  George,  Penelope,  Joseph,  Ashley,  James  and  Mitchel  Flail.  Joshua 
Nichols  died  Jan.  20,  1883.  His  wife  died  Dec.  6,  1903. 

Mary  Nichols,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  Caroline  McCown  Nichols  born 
1843,  N.  A.  Sharp,  born  1847,  married  Mary  Nichols.  To  this  union  four  children 
were  born,  namely,  John  Freeman,  Charles  Newton,  Walter  Alexander  and  Joseph 
Nichols.  N.  A.  Sharp  died  in  1880,  Mary,  his  wife,  died  1918. 
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John  Freeman  Sharp  was  born  Nov.  1869,  died  1959,  do  not  know  whether 
or  not  he  was  married;  Charles  Newton  Sharp,  no  record  as  to  marriage  or  date  of 
death;  Walter  Alexander  Sharp  born  1875  still  living  in  1961;  Joseph  Nichols 
Sharp  born  1877,  died  1928 

Joseph  Sharp,  one  of  the  descendants  of  the  above  family,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee  and  at  the  present  time  is  a  history  teacher  at  the  Ruel  High 
School  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  He  is  married  and  I  believe  he  has  two  children. 
One  of  the  interesting  things  about  Joseph  Sharp  and  his  family  is  that  he  owns 
and  lives  on  or  near  the  original  land  that  his  great,  great,  great  grandfather  settled 
on  in  1789. 

John  Nichols,  son  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  Caroline  McCowan  Nichols  born  1845 
and  died  1865.  He  died  as  a  Confederate  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  Delaware  Union 
War  Prison  Camp. 

George  W.  M.  Nichols,  son  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  Caroline  McCowan  Nichols  born 
in  1847,  married  Mary  Catlett.  No  date  of  wedding.  To  this  union  six  children 
were  born,  namely,  William,  Clercy,  Mattie,  Nell,  Carrie  Hugh  and  Zula.  No  date 
of  when  he  or  his  wife  died. 

Penelope  Nichols,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  Caroline  McCown  Nichols, 
died  at  age  eighteen. 

Joseph  H.  Nichols,  son  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  Caroline  McCown  Nichols  born 
1851,  died  1924.  Never  married.  Was  a  tombstone  and  fruit  tree  salesman  for 
many  years. 

Ashley  W.  Nichols,  son  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  Caroline  McCown  Nichols  born 
1853,  died  1939.  No  record  of  marriage. 

James  C.  Nichols,  another  son  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  Caroline  McCown  Nichols. 
His  first  marriage  was  to  a  Swann  and  they  had  four  children,  namely,  Munsey, 
George,  Nellie  and  Helen.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Malinda  Wells,  they  had  one 
daughter  Fannie.  There  is  no  date  of  death  shown. 

George  Nichols,  son  of  James  C.  Nichols  and  his  first  wife  married  a  Gibbs 
from  Knox  County,  Tennessee.  1  only  know  of  one  child  to  this  marriage,  there 
may  have  been  others.  His  name  is  Dr.  Ralph  G.  Nichols.  He  is  an  eminent 
physician  and  specializes  in  diabetes.  He  is  also  prominent  in  Scientific  Research 
at  Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee.  He  is  married  but  I  do  not  know  his  wife’s  name.  I  believe 
they  have  four  or  five  children. 

Mitchell  Flail  Nichols,  another  son  of  Joshua  and  Eliza  Caroline  McCowan 
Nichols  born  I860.  He  married  Margaret  Mullendore.  To  this  union  six  children 
were  born,  namely,  Kate,  Wallace,  Frank,  Grace,  Winnie  and  Joshua.  Mitchell  died 
in  1930.  No  further  record  of  his  wife. 

ALEXANDER  C.  B.  NICHOLS 

Alexander  C.  B.  Nichols,  third  child  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols  was 
born  Oct.  6,  1818,  probably  in  Sevier  County,  Tennessee.  His  first  wife  was 
Margaret  Montgomery.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  William, 
John  and  Hettie.  His  second  wife  was  Jane  French.  To  this  union  nine  children 
were  born,  namely,  Margaret,  Martha,  Caledonia,  Peter,  Sarah,  Josephine,  Wesley, 
Blanche  and  Samuella. 
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In  writing  a  few  brief  words  about  Alexander  Nichols  when  he  left  Sevier  and 
went  to  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  I  have  been  told  that  he  made  the  brick  on  his 
own  land  that  he  used  to  build  his  home.  I  have  been  to  that  home  and  it  is 
remarkable  the  fine  condition  that  those  bricks  are  in  at  the  present  time.  Later  he 
furnished  the  material  and  land  where  the  Beulah  Methodist  Church  is  located. 
As  a  tribute  to  him  and  his  family  memory  the  1961  Nichols  Families  Reunion 
was  held  at  this  church.  He  was  one  of  the  founders. 

I  know  very  little  about  the  lineage  of  any  of  these  children  except  Wesley. 
You  will  find  his  descendants  on  the  following  pages  and  I  will  place  here  what  I 
know  about  the  others. 

William,  John  and  Hettie,  children  of  Alexander  C.  B.  and  Margaret  Montgomery 
Nichols,  I  have  no  further  record  of  them.  Margaret,  Martha,  Caledonia,  Peter, 
Sarah  and  Josephine,  children  of  Alexander  C.  B.  and  Jane  French,  I  have.  Blanche, 
daughter  of  Alexander  C.  B.  and  Jane  French  Nichols,  married  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Hipps.  She  is  still  living  at  the  time  this  is  being  written  and  resides  in  Florida. 
Samuella  Nichols,  daughter  of  Alexander  C.  B.  and  Jane  French  Nichols  taught 
school  for  many  years  in  Knox  County,  Tenn.,  and  is  now  retired  and  at  this 

time  she  is  living  in  her  parents’  old  home.  She  never  married. 

Wesley  Nichols,  son  of  Alexander  C.  B.  and  Jane  French  Nichols  was  born 
about  1868.  He  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Knox  County,  Tenn.,  owning  a  fine  farm. 
Some  of  it  no  doubt  was  a  part  of  the  land  that  his  father  Alexander  owned.  He 

also  had  a  fine  insurance  business  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  I  might  add  here  his  son 

Clifford  is  carrying  on  this  insurance  business.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Wesley 
Nichols  in  1959-  This  visit  gave  me  one  of  the  greatest  thrills  of  my  life.  He  was 
90  years  old  and  not  too  well  but  the  twinkle  in  his  eye  and  the  fine  conversation 
he  held  with  me  made  me  feel  proud  that  I  was  a  kinsman  of  his. 

Wesley  married  Alice  Browder.  To  this  union  five  children  were  born,  namely, 
Madge,  Carl,  Simeon,  Clifford,  Hazel.  Madge  and  Simeon  passed  away.  Alice 
Browder  Nichols  died  many  years  ago  and  Wesley  died  late  1959  or  early  I960. 
He  and  his  wife  are  buried  at  the  Beaulah  Methodist  Cemetery. 

Carl,  oldest  living  son  of  Wesley  and  Alice  Browder  Nichols,  works  in  the 
Post  Office  Department  of  the  Federal  Government  and  is  located  in  Alabama. 

I  do  not  know  who  he  married  but  he  has  six  children,  namely,  Carl  Dennis,  Bazil, 
Neill  Grady,  Joseph  William,  Wanda  Lou  Marie  and  Wilma  Sue.  Carl  Dennis,  the 
oldest  son  of  Carl  Nichols,  was  lost  in  the  South  Pacific  while  serving  in  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  in  World  War  II. 

Clifford  Nichols,  second  living  son  of  Wesley  and  Alice  Browder  Nichols  lives 
near  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  He  is  a  very  fine  farmer  and  is  president  of  the  insurance 
company  that  his  father  founded.  He  attended  the  University  of  Tennessee.  He  is 
a  fine  Christian  gentleman  and  takes  a  very  active  part  in  the  Beaulah  Methodist 
Church  affairs.  He  married  Edith  Pennington  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  They 
have  no  children. 

Hazel  Marie  Nichols,  youngest  child  of  Wesley  and  Alice  Browder  Nichols, 
is  one  of  the  outstanding  physicians  of  East  Tennessee.  She  lives  near  Knoxville. 

A  book  could  be  written  about  tliis  fine  lady.  Unfortunately,  I  have  only  met 
h.er  twice  and  that  has  been  at  our  family  reunions  and  I  did  not  get  much  of  an 
opportunity  to  talk  with  her.  I  have  heard  many  people,  including  my  own  family. 
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say  what  a  fine  physician  she  was  long  before  I  ever  met  her.  I  believe  those  facts 
speak  for  themselves.  I  say  to  you  Dr.  Hazel  Nichols,  I  am  proud  to  be  a 
kinsman  of  yours. 

JOHN  NICHOLS 

John  W.  A.  Nichols,  son  of  John  and  Esther  Black  Nichols,  born  July  30,  1832, 
married  a  Trotter.  They  had  one  daughter,  Hettie  Jane  Nichols.  It  has  been 
reliably  stated  that  John  W.  A.  Nichols  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro, 
while  serving  in  the  Union  Army,  1863. 

Hettie  Jane  Nichols,  daughter  of  John  W.  A.  Nichols  and  Esther  Black  Nichols, 
married  John  Fox.  To  this  union  eight  children  were  born,  namely,  Wesley,  Annie, 
Marshall,  Jenny,  Wilson,  Pearl,  Roy  and  John  N. 

I  do  not  know  the  complete  genealogy  of  all  of  these  children  but  I  do  know 
the  complete  genealogy  of  Wesley  and  also  know  whom  his  brothers  and  sisters 
married  and  the  number  of  children  they  had  which  are  as  follows: 

Annie  married  Vester  Inman — 4  children. 

Jenny  married  Charles  Inman — 2  children. 

Wilson  married  Edna  Cams — 4  children. 

Pearl  married  Harry  Vaughn — 4  children. 

Roy  married  Pearl  Sutton — 2  children. 

John  married  Hazel  Sutton — no  children. 

Wesley  Fox  married  Lonie  Vester  Stalens.  To  this  union  eleven  children  were 
born,  namely,  John  W.,  (Virgil,  died  in  infancy)  also  another  child  died  at  birth, 
name  unknown,  Lena,  Artie,  Mamie,  Della,  Glen,  Granvil,  Geneva  and  Thelma. 

John  W.  married  Ethel  Hatcher — 3  children. 

Lena  married  James  Greemen — 7  children. 

Artie  married  Ernest  Cutshaw — 3  children. 

Mamie  married  William  Dugan — 2  children. 

Della  married  Frank  Wear — 5  children. 

Glen  married  Edith  Andes — 1  child. 

Granvil  married  Flo  Ramsey — 2  children. 

Geneva  married  Joseph  Snead — 4  children. 

Thelma  married  Ed  Ogel — 4  children. 

I  wish  to  comment  a  little  on  John  W.  Fox.  before  writing  his  genealogy.  He 
lives  in  and  near  the  home  where  he  was  born  on  Waldon  s  Creek.  I  might  add  that 
I  am  also  related  to  him  on  the  Fox  side.  One  interesting  thing  occurred  at  our  I960 
reunion  at  Douglas  Dam,  Tenn.  We  had  engaged  a  quartet  for  entertainment  at 
the  reunion  and  when  one  of  the  singers  registered  his  name  as  John  Fox  and 
after  checking  our  Nichols  genealogy  discovered  that  John  and  Hettie  Nichols 
mentioned  above  were  his  grandparents  and  he  smilingly  said  he  did  not  know 
he  was  going  to  sing  at  his  own  reunion. 

John  W.  Fox  was  the  oldest  child  of  Wesley  Fox  and  Lonie  Vester  Stalens. 
He  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  named  Ethel  Hatcher.  To  this  union 
three  children  were  born,  namely,  Elsie,  Eugene  and  Grace.  Ethel  died  in  1924. 
She  is  buried  at  the  Waldon  Creek  Methodist  Church  Cemetery,  Sevier  County, 
Tenn.  John  W.  later  married  Addie  Caylor.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born, 
Ina  and  Howard. 
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Elsie  Fox  married  Robert  Williams.  They  have  two  children,  Robert,  Jr.,  and 
William.  Eugene  married  Freda  Burns.  They  have  two  children,  Dan  and  Susan. 
Grace  is  unmarried.  Ina  married  Robert  Kirby.  They  have  three  children,  Gary, 
Dalene  and  Tonia.  Howard  is  unmarried  at  this  time. 

WILLIAM  NICHOLS 

William  Nichols,  son  of  Flayl  and  Nancy  Hatcher  Nichols,  was  born  in  Sevier 
County,  Tennessee,  Oct.  6,  1797.  Martha  Cannon,  born  March  15,  1804,  married 
William  Nichols  around  1821.  To  this  union  eight  children  were  born,  namely, 
Flayl,  William  Pinkney,  Margaret,  Jerusha,  Ammanda,  James,  Diccy  and  Commodore 
Simion  Perry.  William  and  Martha  moved  with  their  family  to  Randolph  County, 
Missouri,  sometime  between  1822  and  1835.  Martha  Cannon  Nichols  died  Dec.  17, 
1864,  and  is  buried  in  Randolph  County,  Missouri.  William  Nichols  died  June  10, 
1884,  and  is  also  buried  in  Randolph  County,  Missouri. 

‘  FLAYL  NICHOLS 

Flayl  Nichols,  oldest  child  of  William  and  Martha  Cannon  Nichols  was  born  in 
Sevier  County,  Tennessee  Oct.  9,  1822,  moved  to  Randolph  County,  Missouri  with 
his  parents.  Elizabeth  Waterfield,  born  Sept.  28,  1822,  married  Flayl  March  4,  1847. 
To  this  union  ten  children  were  born,  namely,  Bunk  (died  in  infancy) ,  Barbary  Ann, 
William  Thomas,  James  Day,  John  Henry,  Joseph  C.,  Stephen  Douglas,  Binda, 
Mary  E.  and  Flayl.  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols  died  Feb.  8,  1905.  Flayl  Nichols 
died  Aug.  28,  1905. 

Barbary  Ann,  second  child  of  Flayl  Nichols  and  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols 
was  born  Jan.  25,  1849.  Sam  Davis  (no  date  of  birth)  married  Barbary  Ann 
July  29,  1866.  To  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  namely,  Jim,  Murphy,  John, 
Crist,  Flayl,  Lon  and  Ollie.  I  have  no  record  of  Barbary  Ann  or  Sam  Davis’  deaths. 

Jim  Davis,  oldest  child  of  Barbary  Ann  Nichols  Davis  (no  record  of  birth  or 
death)  and  no  record  of  whether  they  had  a  family. 

Murphy  Davis,  second  child  of  Barbary  Ann  Nichols  Davis  and  Sam  Davis. 
Dolly  Hinton  (no  record  of  birthdate)  married  Murphy  Davis  (no  record  of 
wedding  date).  To  this  union  four  children  were  born,  namely,  Herman,  Lillian 
and  two  died  in  infancy  (no  names  given).  No  record  is  given  of  Murphy  and 
Dolly  Hinton  Davis’  deaths. 

Herman  Davis,  first  child  of  Murphy  and  Barbary  Ann  Nichols  Davis.  Virlea 
Finnel  (no  record  of  date  of  birth)  married  Herman  Davis.  No  record  of  any 
family  or  whether  or  not  they  are  still  living. 

Lillian,  second  child  of  Murphy  and  Dolly  Hinton  Davis,  married  Herman  Crist, 
no  record  of  any  family  or  whether  or  not  they  are  still  living. 

John  Davis,  third  child  of  Barbary  Ann  Nichols  Davis  and  Sam,  married  Dolly 
Hinton.  Records  show  second  marriage  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  John 
Davis’  second  marriage  or  if  this  is  the  Dolly  Hinton  that  married  Murphy  Davis, 
John’s  brother.  No  record  of  any  family  or  whether  or  not  they  are  still  living. 

Sam  Davis,  fourth  child  of  Barbary  Ann  Nichols  Davis  and  Sam  Davis,  married 
a  Valley.  No  record  of  any  family  or  whether  or  not  they  are  still  living. 

Flayl  Davis,  fifth  child  of  Barbary  Ann  Nichols  Davis  and  Sam  married  Cora 
Hagar.  No  record  of  family  or  whether  or  not  they  are  still  living. 
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Lon  Davis,  sixth  child  of  Barbary  Ann  Nichols  Davis  and  Sam  married  a 
Henderson.  No  record  of  whether  there  were  any  family  or  whether  or  not  they 
are  still  living. 

Ollie  Davis,  seventh  child  of  Barbary  Ann  Nichols  Davis  and  Sam  married 
Robert  Murphy.  No  record  of  any  family  or  whether  or  not  they  are  still  living. 

William  Thomas  Nichols,  third  child  of  Flayl  and  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols, 
was  born  June  21,  1850.  He  married  Polly  Ballard  Sept.  2,  1869.  William  died 
Sept.  4,  1907.  No  record  of  any  family  or  the  date  of  death  of  his  wife  Polly. 

James  Day  Nichols,  fourth  child  of  Flayl  and  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols, 
was  born  March  5,  1852.  No  record  of  marriage  or  family.  He  died  Sept.  2,  1931. 

John  Henry  Nichols,  fifth  child  of  Flayl  and  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols, 
was  born  April  7,  1854.  No  record  of  marriage  or  family.  He  died  April  21,  1933. 

Joseph  C.  Nichols,  sixth  child  of  Flayl  and  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols,  was 
born  Nov.  11,  1885.  He  married  Ada  Lee  Scrutchfield  Oct.  8,  1891.  No  record 
is  shown  as  to  when  either  one  of  them  died.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born, 
namely  Goldie  Nichols,  born  Sept.  24,  1892.  Goldie  married  Earl  Gross.  No  record 
of  any  family  or  whether  or  not  they  are  still  living. 

Stephen  Douglas  Nichols,  eighth  child  of  Flayl  and  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols, 
born  June  21,  1859,  married  Lou  Webster  March  4,  1887.  No  record  of  whether 
or  not  they  had  a  family  or  the  dates  of  their  deaths. 

Binda  Nichols,  ninth  child  of  Flayl  and  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols,  born 
Oct.  21,  I863.  She  married  Robert  Belcher,  Feb.  26,  1880.  To  this  union  four 
children  were  born,  namely,  Ethel,  Prudence,  Frank  and  Mabel.  No  record  of 
Binda  Nichols  and  Robert  Belcher’s  deaths. 

Ethel,  first  child  of  Binda  Nichols  and  Robert  Belcher,  married  Jim  Darigne 
(no  date  of  Jim’s  birth).  No  record  is  shown  of  any  family  or  whether  or  not  they 
are  still  living. 

Prudence,  second  child  of  Binda  Nichols  Belcher  and  Robert  Belcher,  married 
Willie  Moore  (no  birth  date  shown  of  Willie).  To  this  union  three  children  were 
born,  no  names  are  shown.  No  record  of  whether  Prudence  and  Robert  are 
still  living. 

Mabel,  fourth  child  of  Binda  Nichols  and  Robert  Belcher  died  in  infancy. 

Flayl  Nichols,  tenth  child  of  Flayl  and  Elizabeth  Waterfield  Nichols,  was  born 
May  29,  1864.  He  died  Sept.  2,  1864. 

MARGARET  NICHOLS 

Margaret  Nichols,  born  Oct.  22,  1835,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Cannon 
Nichols.  Do  not  know  whether  or  not  she  was  born  in  Sevier  Co.,  Tennessee,  but 
chances  are  she  was  born  in  Missouri.  J.  A.  Johnson  was  born  Nov.  30,  1824, 
married  Margaret.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Johnny,  Eva  and 
Ella  (twins).  No  record  of  Margaret  or  J.  A.  Johnson’s  deaths. 

Eve  Johnson,  daughter  of  Margaret  Nichols  and  J.  A.  Johnson,  was  born  June  30, 
1876.  Amenzie  Duvall  born  Feb.  6,  1880,  married  Eve  (no  date  of  wedding).  To 
this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Eugin  B.  DeWald,  born  Feb.  4,  1915.  No 
record  as  to  marriage  or  family. 
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Ella  Johnson,  daughter  of  Margaret  Nichols  Johnson  and  J.  A.  Johnson,  twin 
sister  of  Eve  was  born  June  30,  1876.  Ford  Wedding,  born  Aug.  9,  1868,  married 
Ella  (no  date  of  wedding).  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Harry. 
Harry  Wedding,  son  of  Ford  and  Ella  Johnson  Wedding,  born  Jan.  2,  1898.  Corry 
Walker,  born  June  27,  1897,  married  Harry  Wedding  (no  date  of  wedding).  To 
this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Ralph,  born  May  4,  1921.  Ralph  Wedding, 
son  of  Harry  W.  and  Corry  Walker  Wedding.  No  record  of  family  or  deaths.  The 
chances  are  that  a  number  of  them  are  still  living. 

Jerusha  Nichols,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Cannon  Nichols  (no  date 
of  birth).  Calvin  Bradley  (no  date  of  birth)  married  Jerusha  (no  date  of  wedding). 
To  this  union  nine  children  were  born,  namely,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Mary  Frances,  John 
Henry,  Terry,  Susan  Ann,  Lura  Amanda,  William  Milton,  Jerusha  Catherine  and 
Nancy  Ellen.  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jerusha  Nichols  and  Calvin  Bradley^ 
married  William  H.  Ballard.  Mary  Frances  Bradley,  daughter  of  jerusha  Nichols  and 
Calvin  Bradley,  married  Daniel  Jacoby,  3rd,  June  24,  1871.  John  Henry,  son  of 
Jerusha  Nichols  and  Calvin  Bradley,  married  Lucy  Truitt.  Terry  Bradley,  son  of 
Jerusha  Nichols  and  Calvin  Bradley,  married  Maggie  Campbell  and  secondly  married 
Sarah  Arnett.  Susan  Ann  died  at  age  18.  Lura  Amanda  Bradley,  daughter  of 
Jerusha  and  Calvin  Bradley,  married  Robert  Graves.  William  Milton,  son  of  Jerusha 
Nichols  and  Calvin  Bradley,  married  Mary  Edwards.  Jerusha  Catherine,  daughter 
of  Jerusha  and  Calvin  Bradley,  married  Amos  Weeks.  To  this  union  one  child 
was  born,  Stella  (no  date  of  birth  shown).  Stella  married  M.  C.  Harris.  Nancy 
Ellen,  daughter  of  Jerusha  Nichols  and  Calvin  Bradley,  married  John  Peter  Checone. 
I  have  no, records  of  the  date  of  Jerusha  Nichols  and  Calvin  Bradleys  deaths. 

Amanda  Nichols,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Cannon  Nichols  (no  date 
of  birth).  Byrum  Burnham  (no  date  of  birth  shown),  married  Amanda.  To  this 
union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Lura  Susan,  born  1861.  William  Osborne  (no 
date  of  birth),  married  Lura  Susan.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely, 
Thomas,  Maude  and  Mary.  Lura  Susan  Osborne  died  March  6,  1921.  Amanda 
Nichols  Burnham  married  the  second  time.  Will  Collins  (no  date  of  wedding). 
To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Jeff,  Will  and  Clara  (no  dates  of 
birth).  Clara  Collins  married  Eli  Pearman.  No  record  of  any  family.  No  dates  are 
given  as  to  when  Amanda  or  either  one  of  her  husbands  died. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY  NICHOLS 

William  Pinkney  Nichols,  son  of  William  and  Martha  Cannon  Nichols,  born 
May  14,  1840,  in  Randolph  County,  Missouri.  Ruth  Harrison,  born  Feb.  8,  1845, 
married  William  Pinkney  June  8,  1865.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born, 
namely,  Walter,  Maude,  William  Harrison,  Arthur,  Klink  and  an  infant  son  died 
at  birth.  William  Pinkney  Nichols  died  Oct.  17,  1917.  Ruth  Harrison  Nichols 
died  Oct.  18,  1921. 

Walter,  son  of  William  Pinkney  and  Ruth  Harrison  Nichols,  born  Jan.  13, 
1869.  Mary  Frances  Gooding,  born  July  6,  1869,  married  Walter  Jan.  26,  189L 
To  this  union  five  children  were  born,  namely,  Herschel  and  Velma  Ruth.  Three 
died  in  infancy.  Walter  Nichols  died  June  27,  1944.  Mary  Frances  Gooding 
Nichols  died  July  15,  1953. 

Herschel,  son  of  Walter  and  Mary  Frances  Gooding  Nichols,  born  Feb.  13,  1896, 
Clara  Shiflett,  born  Feb.  13,  1896,  married  Herschel  Nov.  25,  1913.  To  this  union 
two  children  w^ere  born,  namely,  William  Herschel  and  Homer  Lee.  William 
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Herschel,  son  of  Herschel  and  Clara  Shiflett  Nichols  married  Virginia  Helmick 
(no  birth  date  shown),  married  William  Herschel  April  13,  1941.  To  this  union 
two  children  were  born,  namely.  Dale,  born  Oct.  1945  and  Sylvia,  born  Oct.  1948. 
Homer  Lee  Nichols,  son  of  Herschel  and  Clara  Shiflett  Nichols,  born  Sept.  5,  1919, 
Lura  Alverson,  born  May  22,  1918,  married  Homer  Lee  April  6,  1944.  To  this  union 
two  children  were  born,  namely,  Richard  Lee,  born  May  2,  1945  and  Linda  Kay, 
born  Sept.  6,  1947. 

Velma  Ruth,  daughter  of  Waiter  Nichols  and  Mary  Frances  Gooding  Nichols, 
born  Feb.  11,  1906.  J.  Buford  Block,  born  May  4,  1905,  married  Velma  Ruth 
(no  wedding  date  given).  To  this  union,  no  children  were  born. 

Maude  "Nichols,  daughter  of  William  Pinkney  and  Ruth  Harrison  Nichols,  born 
June  22,  1871.  William  Burge  Sherwood,  born  June  3,  1868,  married  Maude  Jan. 
27,  1891.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely  Ethel  Gertrude  and  Ivo 
Vincent.  Maude  Nichols  Sherwood  died  March  14,  1896.  William  Burke  Sherwood 
died  March  14,  1944. 

William  Harrison  Nichols,  son  of  William  Pinkney  and  Ruth  Harrison  Nichols, 
born  Dec.  5,  1875.  Lela  Hicks  (no  date  of  birth) ,  married  William  Harrison  July  8, 
1905.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Henry  Wallace,  born  Sept.  26, 
1907,  Omer  Hardin,  born  Jan.  14,  1908,  Lucille,  born  May  1,  1916.  I  have  no 
record  of  marriages  of  any  of  these  children.  William  Harrison  Nichols  died  Oct.  3, 
1952.  No  record  of  whether  or  not  Lela  is  still  living. 

Arthur  Nichols,  son  of  William  Pinkney  and  Ruth  Harrison  Nichols,  born 
June  12,  1878.  Anna  Hunt  (no  date  of  birth),  married  Arthur  in  January  of  1907. 
To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Everet  and  Margaret  Fray.  Arthur 
died  March  5,  1948.  No  record  of  whether  or  not  Anna  is  still  living. 

Everet  Nichols,  son  of  Arthur  and  Annie  Hunt  Nichols,  born  Oct.  15,  1906. 
Urselle  Thomas  (no  date  of  birth),  married  Everet  Aug.  27,  1925.  To  this  union 
three  children  were  born,  namely,  Frances  Charlene,  born  May  16,  1927,  Joyce 
Alliene,  born  Aug.  29,  1928  and  Betty  Joan,  born  Oct.  6,  1930.  No  record  of 
marriages  or  family. 

Margaret  Fray  Nichols,  daughter  of  Arthur  and  Annie  Hunt  Nichols,  born 
Jan.  2,  1911.  Cecil  George  Weichert,  born  Aug.  20,  1902,  married  Margaret  Aug. 
11,  1930.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born.  Jack  Adrir,  born  May  26,  1952  and 
Arthur  Junior  (no  date  of  birth). 

Klink  Nichols,  son  of  William  Pinkney  and  Ruth  Harrison  Nichols,  born 
July  16,  1882.  Valeria  Ann  Weeks,  born  July  27,  1878,  married  Klink  Feb.  2,  1906. 
No  family.  Valeria  Ann  Weeks  Nichols  (deceased)  no  date  given.  At  the  time 
this  is  being  written,  1961,  Klink  is  still  living. 

Ethel  Gertrude,  daughter  of  William  Burke  and  Maude  Nichols  Sherwood,  born 
June  23,  1892,  Elber  Wilson,  born  Dec.  31,  1882,  married  Ethel  Gertrude  Aug.  7, 
1910.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Lora  Faye,  born  Aug.  6,  1911. 
Reese  Petty  ( no  birth  date  shown ) ,  married  Lora  Faye  June  16,  1936.  To  this 
union  no  children  were  born. 

Ivo  Vincent  Sherwood,  son  of  William  Burke  and  Maude  Nichols  Sherwood, 
born  March  6,  1894,  Edith  Olga  Frazier,  born  Sept.  11,  1893,  married  Ivo  Vincent, 
Oct.  19,  1915.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born,  namely,  Anna  Maude,  Ivo 
Vincent,  Jr.,  Carlene  and  John  Frazier.  Anna  Maude  Sherwood,  daughter  of  Ivo 
Vincent  and  Edith  Olga  Frazier  Sherwood,  born  Jan.  22,  1917,  Cleo  William  White, 
born  Feb.  2,  1916,  married  Anna  Maude  Oct.  24,  1937.  To  this  union  three 
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children  were  born,  namely  Linde  Ann,  Cleo  Vincent  and  John  DePriest.  Linde 
Ann  White,  born  July  29,  1939,  Robert  Del  McCullough  (no  birth  date  shown), 
married  Linde  Ann  June  5,  I960.  To  this  union  twin  boys  were  born,  Aug.  9,  1961, 
namely  Douglas  Scott  and  Bruce  Allen.  Cleo  Vincent,  son  of  William  and  Anna 
Maude  Sherwood  White,  born  June  22,  1944.  John  DePriest  White,  son  of 
William  and  Anna  Maude  Sherwood  White,  born  May  4,  1949. 

Ivo  Vincent  Sher^’ood,  Jr.,  son  of  Ivo  Vincent  and  Edith  Olga  Frazier  Sherwood, 
born  July  19,  1920,  Florence  Caroline  Davies,  born  Oct.  18,  1921,  married  Ivo 
Vincent,  Jr.  June  20,  1948.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Carolyn 
Ann,  born  Aug.  10,  1949  and  Marlyn  Sue  born  Feb.  17,  1953. 

Carlene  Sherwood,  daughter  of  Ivo  Vincent  and  Edith  Olga  Frazier  Sherwood, 
born  Dec.  4,  1923,  Claud  Otis  Tyler,  2nd,  married  Carlene  (no  wedding  date 
shown).  To  this  union  four  children  were  born,  namely,  Edward,  born  May  29, 
1944,  Sabra,  born  May  31,  1945  and  Claude  Otis,  3rd,  Sherwood  (no  date  of 
birth  shown). 

John  Frazier  Sherwood,  son  of  Ivo  Vincent  and  Edith  Olga  Frazier  Sherwood, 
Margaret  Eagan  (no  date  of  birth  or  wedding  date),  married  John.  To  this  union 
two  children  were  born,  namely,  John  Vincent  Sherwood  and  Victoria  Lyn  Sherwood 
(no  birth  dates  shown).  John  Frazier  Sherwood  married  the  second  time;  wife’s 
given  name  Ann,  surname  not  shown  and  no  date  of  wedding.  To  this  union  two 
children  were  born,  namely,  Catherine  Ann  and  Michael  Frazier  (no  dates  of 
births  shown) . 

COMMODORE  SIMION  PERRY  NICHOLS 

Commodore  Simion  Perry  Nichols,  son  of  William  and  Martha  Cannon 
Nichols,  born  Oct.  13,  1846,  Delia  Frances  Wright  (no  date  of  birth)  married 
Commodore  Simion  Perry  July  16,  1874.  To  this  union  six  children  were 
born,  namely,  Carrie  Bell,  Robert  Thomas,  Mary  Ethel,  Aubrey  Franklin,  Lena  Opal 
and  Stella  Catherine.  Commodore  Simion  Perry  Nichols  died  Sept.  14,  1923. 
No  date  of  Delia  Frances  Wright  Nichols’  death. 

Carrie  Bell  Nichols,  oldest  daughter  of  Commodore  Simion  Perry  and  Delia 
Frances  Wright  Nichols  was  born  Feb.  13,  1876.  William  T.  Sanburn  (no  date 
of  birth)  married  Carrie  Bell  March  25,  1903.  To  this  union  four  children  were 
born,  namely  Mary  Frances,  Margaret  Opal,  Willie  Aubrey  and  Nichols.  Carrie 
Bell  Nichols  Sanburn  died  August  24,  1937.  William  T.  Sanburn  died  April 
15,  1959. 

Mary  Frances  Sanburn,  daughter  of  William  T.  and  Carrie  Bell  Nichols 
Sanburn,  was  born  March  28,  1904.  Oliver  N.  Halterman  (no  date  of  birth) 
married  Mary  Frances  Dec.  29,  1935.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely, 
William  Edgar,  born  Nov.  20,  1937.  William  Edgar  Halterman  married  Sue  Levi 
Jan.  20,  1959.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  William  Bryant,  born 
March  4,  I960. 

Margaret  Opal  Sanburn,  second  daughter  of  William  T.  an.d  Carrie  Bell 
Nichols  Sanburn  was  born  April  19,  1906.  John  Lewis  (no  date  of  birth)  married 
Margaret  Opal  Oct.  19,  1924.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Mary 
Margaret,  born  May  4,  1926.  Mary  Margaret  Lewis  married  Roy  Robert  Hornyak 
Aug.  9,  1953.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Deborah  Margaret, 
born  May  26,  1954  and  Roy  Robert,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  10,  I960. 

Willie  Aubrey  Sanburn,  third  child  of  William  T.  and  Carrie  Bell  Nichols 
S'mburn  was  born  Feb.  25,  1909.  Allene  Burn-'m  Jaap  (no  date  of  birth)  married 
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Willie  Aubrey  (no  date  of  wedding).  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely, 
Carol,  born  Feb.  4,  1943. 

Nichols  Sanburn,  fourth  child  of  William  T.  and  Carrie  Bell  Nichols  Sanburn, 
was  born  March  26,  1914.  Mary  Gorland  (no  birth  date)  married  Nichols  June  26, 
1946.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Carrie  Marcella  born  April  18,  1947. 

Robert  Thomas  Nichols,  second  son  of  Commodore  Simion  Perry  and  Delia 
Frances  Wright  Nichols  was  born  Aug.  7,  1883.  Ethel  Hess  (no  date  of  birth) 
married  Robert  Thomas  Oct.  17,  1911.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born, 
namely,  Norma  Ruth,  Lucille,  Leroy  Thomas,  Esther  Mae,  James  Perry  and  Annie 
Frances.  Robert  Thomas  Nichols  died  Oct.  3,  1945.  No  record  of  Ethel  Hess 
Nichols’  death. 

Norma  Ruth  Nichols,  daughter  of  Robert  Thomas  and  Ethel  Hess  Nichols, 
married  Robert  Moss  Long,  June  6,  1946.  No  record  of  family. 

Lucille  Nichols,  second  child  of  Robert  Thomas  and  Ethel  Hess  Nichols,  born 
March  8,  1914,  married  Ray  Newman,  Aug.  13,  1946.  No  record  of  family. 

LeRoy  Thomas  Nichols,  son  of  Robert  Thomas  and  Ethel  Hess  Nichols,  born 
March  7,  1916;  never  married. 

Esther  Mae  Nichols,  daughter  of  Robert  Thomas  and  Ethel  Hess  Nichols,  born 
April  3,  1918.  Marion  Davidson  (no  date  of  birth)  married  Esther  Mae  April  4, 
1936.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Charles  Wayne,  born  Jan.  21, 
1937  and  Gail  Lee,  born  Sept.  15,  1945.  Charles  Wayne  Davidson,  son  of  Charles 
Marion  and  Esther  Mae  Nichols  Davidson,  Ivia  Ann  Mathis  (no  date  of  birth), 
married  Charles  Wayne,  Aug.  16,  1959.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely, 
Stacey  Leah,  born  March  14,  1961. 

James  Perry  Nichols,  son  of  Robert  Thomas  and  Ethel  Hess  Nichols,  born 
Aug.  23,  1920.  Kathleen  Raines  (no  date  of  birth),  married  James  Perry,  Jan.  22, 
1945.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  James  Allen,  born  Nov.  28, 
1945  and  Kathy  Sue,  born  Feb.  24,  1951. 

Annie  Frances  Nichols,  daughter  of  Robert  Thomas  and  Ethel  Hess  Nichols, 
born  June  15,  1922.  Donald  Walter  Stice  (no  birth  date)  married  Annie  Frances, 
Aug.  23,  1947.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Donna  Ann,  born 
Sept.  8,  1948. 

Mary  Ethel  Nichols,  daughter  of  Commodore  Simion  Perry  and  Delia  Frances 
Wright  Nichols,  born  Oct.  8,  1885,  Geo.  Fuhrman  (no  date  of  birth)  married 
Mary  Ethel,  June  7,  1906.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Stella  Mae, 
born  Sept.  9,  1911.  Stella  Mae  Fuhrman,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Ethel 
Nichols  Fuhrman,  Herbert  Caldwell  (no  date  of  birth)  married  Stella  Mae,  Oct.  IT, 
1932.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  Carol  Caldwell,  born  March  8,  1933. 
Donald  Smith  (no  date  of  birth)  married  Carol  (no  date  of  wedding).  To  this 
union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Donald,  born  Dec.  10,  1950  and  Christie, 
born  March  8,  1952.  Carol  Caldwell  later  married  Robert  Creley  who  adopted 
Carol’s  children  by  her  first  marriage. 

Aubey  Franklin  Nichols,  son  of  Commodore  S  m^on  Perry  and  Delia  Frances 
Wright  Nichols  was  born  Feb.  16,  1889.  Susie  Mildred  Fullington  (no  date  of 
birth)  married  Aubrey  Franklin,  April  17,  1912.  To  this  union  two  children  were 
born,  namely,  Palma  Isora,  born  Feb.  9,  1917  and  Aubrey  Franklin,  born  Oct.  11, 
1923.  Aubrey  Franklin  Nichols  married  Sarah  Rudkin  March  9,  1946.  To  this 
union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Frank  Steven,  born  March  16,  1948. 
Bernard  Eugene,  born  Oct.  27,  1951  and  Jeffrey  Thomas,  born  Feb.  22,  1961. 
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Lena  Opal  Nichols,  daughter  of  Commodore  Simion  Perry  and  Delia  Frances 
Lena  Opal,  April  17,  1912.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born,  namely,  Leonard, 
Wright  Nichols  was  born  July  2,  1891.  Walter  D.  Bagby  (no  date  of  birth)  married 
Lorene,  Oleta  and  Opal. 

Leonard  Burnhart  Bagby,  son  of  Walter  D.  and  Lena  Opal  Bagby,  married 
Dorothy  Rudkin  April  12,  1936.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely, 
Thomas  Leonard,  born  May  2,  1938  and  Donna  Jean,  born  Nov.  9,  1943. 

Thomas  Leonard  Bagby,  son  of  Walter  D.  and  Lena  Opal  Nichols  Bagby,  born 
May  2,  1938.  Sharon  Vandike  (no  date  of  birth)  married  Thomas  Leonard  Dec.  20, 
1959.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Curtis  Errol,  born  Dec.  7,  I960. 

Lorene  Bagby,  daughter  of  Walter  D.  and  Lena  Opal  Nichols  Bagby,  born  Aug. 
1,  1919.  J.  Melvin  Green  (no  birth  date)  married  Lorene,  Sept.  4,  1937.  To  this 
union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Charles  Melvin,  born  Feb.  3,  1939,  Walter 
Wesley,  born  Sept.  22,  1941  and  Melva  Lorene,  born  Dec.  26,  1952. 

Charles  Melvin  Green,  son  of  Melvin  and  Lorene  Bagby  Green  married  Beverly 
Jeane  Alexander,  June  11,  1961. 

Oleta  Frances  Bagby,  daughter  of  Walter  D.  and  Lena  Opal  Nichols  Bagby,  born 
Aug.  16,  1923,  Bernard  Steinkamp  (no  birth  date)  married  Oleta  Frances,  Dec.  25, 
1946.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Berne  Anthony,  born  Dec.  1,  1947. 

Opal  Lucille  Bagby,  daughter  of  Walter  D.  and  Lena  Opal  Nichols  Bagby  was 
born  Dec.  28,  1921,  Miller  Robinson  (no  birth  date)  married  Opal  Lucille, 
December  1941.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Shirley,  born 
March  20,  1943  and  Opal  Lucille  (no  date  of  birth). 

Shirley  Robinson,  daughter  of  Miller  and  Opal  Lucille  Robinson,  married  Samuel 
Urzi.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  Kristine  Louann,  born  Oct.  7,  I960. 

Opal  Lucille  Robinson,  daughter  of  Miller  and  Opal  Lucille  Robinson  married 
Charles  Albert  Porter,  May  1,  1953.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely, 
Charleta,  born  Dec.  18,  1954. 

Stella  Catherine  Nichols,  daughter  of  Commodore  Simion  Perry  and  Delia 
Frances  Wright  Nichols,  born  Feb.  7,  1884.  John  H.  Duncan  (no  date  of  birth) 
married  Stella,  Nov.  23,  1913.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born,  namely, 
James  Carl,  born  Dec.  17,  1914,  Frances,  born  Jan.  18,  1918,  Stella  Jean,  Mary 
Jane  and  John  Henry,  no  dates  of  birth  given. 

James  Carl  Duncan,  son  of  John  H.  and  Stella  Catherine  Nichols  Duncan, 
married  Charlene  Cavanaugh,  May  4,  1941.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born, 
namely  Sandra  Lee,  born  June  19,  1943. 

Frances  Eunice  Duncan,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Stella  Catherine  Nichols 
Duncan,  born  Jan.  18,  1918,  Joseph  Maurice  Wilson  (no  date  of  birth)  married 
Frances  Eunice,  April  12,  1941.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Phillip 
Allen,  born  Feb.  5,  1942. 

John  Henry  Duncan,  son  of  John  H.  and  Stella  Catherine  Nichols  Duncan, 
never  married. 

Stella  Jean  Duncan,  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Stella  Catherine  Nichols  Duncan, 
married  Miles  Beadle.  No  date  of  wedding.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born, 
namely,  Danny  Miles,  born  Nov.  29,  1949  and  Thomas  Alan,  born  Feb.  4,  1953. 

This  ends  the  lineage  of  the  Flayl  Nichols  families.  I  have  given  it  to  you  as 
I  have  received  it  from  some  of  his  descendants. 


54 


CHAPTER  FOUR 
JOHN  NICHOLS  FAMILIES 
JOHN  NICHOLS 

John  Nichols,  second  son  of  John  Nichols,  Sr.,  maker  of  the  Will  of  1803  and 
brother  of  Flayl  Nichols,  was  probably  born  in  Virginia  between  the  years  of 
1758  and  1762.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  write  about  him  as  I  do  not  have  too  many 
records  relating  to  his  life,  although  he  is  my  great,  great,  great  grandfather. 

The  official  record  of  the  Kings  Mountain  Men  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
shows  Flayl  and  his  brother  James  Nichols  in  that  battle.  John  Nichols,  Sr.,  his 
father,  does  not  show  any  James  Nichols  in  his  will.  After  lengthy  research  I  dis¬ 
covered  that  his  name  was  John  James  Nichols.  He  no  doubt  used  the  name 
James  as  his  father  John  Nichols,  Sr.  was  already  serving  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  probably  did  not  want  to  get  the  names  confused  and  used  the  name  James. 

In  1783  the  records  of  Franklin  County,  Virginia  (this  county  was  at  one  time 
part  of  Bedford  County,  Virginia)  shows  that  Flayl  Nichols  was  the  Executor  of 
the  estate  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Payne  (I  believe  his  name  was  Zacariah  Payne). 

In  1784  John  Nichols  married  Sarah  Payne.  My  great  aunt  Mary  Nichols  told 
me  this  was  the  widow  of  Zacharia  Payne.  To  this  union  I  only  know  of  one  child. 
His  name  was  John  J.  Nichols.  You  will  learn  more  about  him  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages. 

In  1803  when  John  Nichols,  Sr.  made  his  will  he  gave  his  son  John  Nichols 
a  little  horse  named  Cecelia  and  his  grandson  John  a  small  shotgun  (this  John  is 
known  in  the  book  as  John  J.). 

It  is  my  belief  that  this  John  Nichols,  brother  of  Elayl,  died  around  1808  or 
1809  as  I  found  a  record  in  1810,  Bedford  County,  Va.,  showing  that  Sarah  Nichols 

sold  a  farm  of  157  acres  and  signed  the  agreement  herself.  This  is  good  indication 
that  her  husband  was  dead.  My  belief  is  that  she  sold  her  farm  after  John  died  and 
went  to  live  with  one  of  her  children  by  her  former  marriage. 

JOHN  J.  NICHOLS 

John  J.  Nichols  was  born  in  Virginia  about  1784  or  1785.  He  was  my  great, 
great  grandfather.  In  all  my  research  to  this  date  of  this  man,  he  is  the  only  child 
born  to  John,  and  Sarah  Payne  Nichols.  (Sarah  is  believed  to  be  the  widow  of 
Zacharia  Payne.)  He  is  the  boy  that  inherited  the  small  shotgun  from  his  grandfather. 

I  have  no  record  of  any  incidents  in  his  life  until  the  War  of  1812.  Here  we  find 
him  in  the  Fifth  Regiment,  Virginia  Militia  during  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out 
in  1814. 

I  do  not  know  whether  he  met  Margaret  Scantling  (spelled  Scanlan  in  Revolu¬ 
tionary  days)  while  in.,  the  Army  or  if  he  knew  her  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia. 
She  was  much  younger  than  he,  perhaps  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  and  her  father 
was  very  much  against  the  marriage.  I  have  been  told  by  some  of  his  grandsons 
that  there  was  much  bitterness  between  the  two  over  her  decision  to  marry  John  J. 
Nichols.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  Scantlings  did  not  live  in  Bedford  County  at  this 
time.  I  also  believe  from  what  I  have  been  told  and  the  Court  Records  in  Bedford 
County,  Virginia,  that  she  slipped  away  from  her  home,  no  doubt,  with  John  J. 
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Nichols’  help  and  came  to  Bedford  County  to  be  married.  A  license  was  issued  for 
their  marriage  in  September  1816.  They  were  married  by  a  Reverend  Henderson,  a 
Methodist  preacher  shortly  thereafter. 

This  intensified  the  bitterness  between  John  his  wife,  and  her  father.  She 
finally  persuaded  John  to  leave  Virginia  and  go  to  Sevier  County,  Tennessee.  Here 
his  Uncle  Flayl  Nichols  had  lived  since  1789. 

They  settled  near  Middle  Creek.  This  is  about  four  miles  east  of  the  present 
city  of  Sevierville,  Tenn.  Here  he  settled  down  to  farming.  There  were  many 
hardships  during  their  first  years  there.  Some  of  the  settlers  in  that  area  at  that 
time  had  many  slaves  and  due  to  the  fact  that  some  Nichols  families  had  considered 
it  morally  wrong  to  have  human  slaves  since  the  1760’s  and  1770’s  there  were 
some  disagreements  between  the  settlers.  Most  of  the  Nichols  that  I  have  any 
record  of  were  wealthy  enough  to  own  many  slaves  but  the  Nichols  families  of 
this  lineage  generally  speaking  did  not  care  to  possess  slaves.  There  were  a  few 
families  of  this  lineage  that  did  own  some,  but  not  many.  In  my  research  about 
this  matter  I  found  where  some  of  the  Nichols  families  that  were  large  did  have  a 
few  slaves,  mostly  negro  Wenches  to  help  in  the  house  and  look  after  the 
small  children. 

John  J.  Nichols  and  Margaret  Scantling  Nichols  had  five  children,  namely,  from 
the  oldest  to  the  youngest,  Elijah,  Parker  J.,  Sarah  (generally  spoken  of  as  Sally), 
Wyatt  and  Claressa. 

John  J.  Nichols  is  buried  at  the  Shiloh  Cemetery,  three  or  four  miles  south  of 
Sevierville,  Tennessee. 

John  J.  Nichols  died  Dec.  15,  1836. 

MARGARET  SCANTLING  NICHOLS 
My  Great,  Great  Grandmother 

Margaret  Scantling  Nichols,  wife  of  my  great,  great  grandfather,  John  J.  Nichols, 
was  born  sometime  around  1800,  she  didn’t  exactly  know  herself,  as  she  was  found 
or  picked  up  by  the  Indians,  or  Judge  Scantling  and  a  party  of  hunters.  There  are 
two  versions  that  have  been  told  to  me,  both  adding  up  to  the  same  thing. 

It  seems  around  the  year  1800  the  deer  in  certain  parts  of  Virginia  had  what 
history  records  show  as  Black  Tongue.  Many  theories  were  advanced  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  deer  poisoning;  some  claimed  it  was  food,  others  claimed  it  was  the  water 
the  deer  drank  and  some  said  the  Indians  poisoned  them.  It  seems  that  the  deer 
that  were  contaminated,  their  tongues  turned  black  and  hence  the  name  Black 
Tongue.  It  was  in  this  area  that  Margaret  Scantling  Nichols  was  born. 

The  Revolutionary  records  show  that  the  name  Scantling  was  spelled  Scanlon,  and 
Jeramiah  Scanlan  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  in  the  Virginia  Militia.  The 
records  state  he  was  from  Bedford  Mills,  Virginia  (however  this  may  be  Belfast 
Mills).  There  is  a  record  in  Bedford,  Virginia  dated  1799  where  Jeramiah  came 
there  to  settle  an  estate  of  his  wife.  William  Scantling  (spelled  Scanlan  in  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  times),  a  brother  of  Jeramiah  was  a  Sergeant  in  the  Continental  Army 
and  served  with  Washington.  He  was  at  Valley  Forge.  Cain  Scantling  (Scalon) 
was  either  a  son  of  one  of  these  men  or  a  younger  brother.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
he  is  the  Judge  Scantling  that  adopted  the  little  girl  Margaret. 
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One  of  the  versions  of  how  the  little  girl  Margaret  got  into  the  Scantling 
(Scanlon)  family  was  told  to  me  by  one  of  her  grandsons,  James  Nichols,  that  a 
Judge  Scantling  and  a  party  of  hunters  were  in  this  area  looking  for  survivors 
from  the  Black  Tongue  poisoning  and  came  upon  a  cabin  in  the  wilderness.  There 
they  found  a  man  and  his  wife  dead  and  a  little  baby  girl  living.  She  was 
apparently  too  young  to  eat  any  meat  and  as  far  as  any  record  I  have  been  able 
to  find,  she  was  the  only  survivor.  Judge  Scantling  and  his  party  of  hunters  took 
the  little  girl  to  his  home  and  later  adopted  her. 

The  other  version  as  told  to  me  by  another  grandson  and  granddaughter  of  hers, 
namely,  Adams  S.  Nichols  and  Mary  Nichols,  was  practically  the  same  except 
Judge  Scantling  directed  the  hunt  for  survivors  and  enlisted  the  help  of  some 
friendly  Indians  in  that  area.  In  this  version  the  Indians  found  the  little  girl  and 
brought  her  to  Judge  Scantling’s  home.  It  has  been  stated  in  this  version  and  there 
is  some  proof  to  that  effect,  that  the  same  Indians  that  came  to  help  search  for 
survivors  of  the  Black  Tongue  had  a  baby  Indian  girl  that  was  ill  and  while  they 
went  to  search  for  survivors  they  left  the  little  sick  Indian  with  Judge  Scantling’s 
wife.  When  they  remrned  with  the  little  white  girl  they  had  found  in  that  cabin, 
the  little  Indian  girl  was  well.  Judge  Scantling’s  wife  had  nursed  her  back  to  health. 
The  Indians  traded  the  little  white  girl  for  the  little  Indian  girl  and  the  Scantlings 
adopted  this  little  girl  and  called  her  Margaret  Scantling.  This  little  girl  was  my 
great,  great  grandmother. 

Before  going  any  farther  with  Margaret  Scantling  Nichols’  life,  I  would  like  to 
say  a  few  words  about  the  Scantlings  who  adopted  her.  They  had  no  children  of  their 
own  and  I  have  been  told  that  Judge  Scantling  owned  a  salt  mine  and  that  it  was  one 
of  the  oldest  in  Virginia.  I  have  located  a  very  old  salt  mine  in  Smythe  County, 
Virginia.  It  was  operating  in  early  colonial  days  and  still  is.  I  am  doing  research  on 
this  now  to  see  if  this  is  the  mine  in  question. 

I  have  been  told  that  Judge  Scantling  was  opposed  to  the  marriage  of  Margaret 
to  John  J.  Nichols.  No  doubt,  one  of  the  reasons  for  his  opposing  the  marriage  was 
her  tender  age,  she  being  only  15  or  16  years  of  age  at  the  most  when  they  were 
married.  The  proof  is  they  were  married  in  1816  and  the  census  taken  in  Sevier 
County,  Tennessee  in  1850  gave  her  age  as  49.  It  is  true  that  she  or  no  one  else 
knew  her  correct  age  or  her  paternal  name. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presence  that  we  John  J.  Nichols  and  Zachariah  G.  Tate 
are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  Wilson  E.  Nichols,  Governor  or  chief  magistrate  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  in  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  current 
money  of  Virginia  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  to  the  said  Governor 
or  his  successors.  We  bind  ourselves  and  each  of  us  our  and  each  of  our  heirs  Evers. 
&c  Jointly  and  severally  firmly  by  these  presents  sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  this 
22nd  day  of  July  1816 — The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that  whereas 
there  is  a  marriage  shortly  intended  to  be  had  and  solemnized  between  the  above 
bound  John  j.  Nichols  and  Peggy  Scantling  now  if  there  shall  be  no  lawful  cause 
to  obstruct  the  said  Marriage  then  this  obligation  to  be  void  Else  remain  in  full 
force  and  Virtue. 

John  J.  Nichols — Seal. 

Teste 

Zachr  G.  Ttate — Seal. 

A  Breur 

I  do  hereby  Certify  that  I  have  agreed  to  Join  in  Wedlock  with  John  J.  Nichols, 
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■the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Bedford  will  please  therefore  to  Issue  Licence  to  sd 
Nichols  accordingly. 

July  21th  1816 


teste 


Peggy  Scantling 


Mr.  James  Steptoe  C.  B.  C. 
Zach  G.  Tate 
Daniel  W.  Nichols 
Polly  tate 

Copies  teste: 


€  .  . 


H.  R.  Scott,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  County  of  Bedford,  Virginia. 


I  have  already  stated  the  bitterness  that  occurred  between  Judge  Scantling  and 
John  J.  Nichols  over  this  marriage;  as  a  result  I  have  been  told  Judge  Scantling 
disinherited  his  daughter  Margaret  Scantling  Nichols.  I  have  searched  for  this 
Will  but  to  date  have  been  unable  to  find  it.  It  could  have  been  destroyed 
during  the  Civil  War. 


Margaret  and  her  husband  John  J.  Nichols  came  to  Sevier  County,  Tennessee 
in  1816  or  1817  and  it  is  here  they  raised  their  family. 


On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the  Will  of  Margaret  Scantling 
Nichols  dated  1859  and  it  is  on  record  in  Sevier  County  Court  House,  Sevier- 
ville,  Tennessee. 


In  1855  or  1856  the  Court  House  of  Sevier  County,  Tennessee  burned  down. 
John  J.  Nichols  may  have  left  a  Will  but  it,  with  all  other  records,  may  have  been 
destroyed  in  that  fire. 

Margaret  applied  to  the  Federal  Government  for  a  land  grant  or  pension  due 
to  widows  of  veterans  of  the  War  of  1812,  under  the  Congressional  Act  of  1850. 
This  was  granted  to  her  in  about  1855.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  year  of  her  death 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  between  I860  and  1865.  She  is  buried  in  Shiloh  ^Cemetery 
beside  her  husband  John  J.  Nichols. 

MARGARET  NICHOLS  WILL 

I  Margaret  Nichols  do  make  and  constitute  this  my  last  will  and  testament.  First 
it  is  my  will  that  my  daughter  Clarissa  Duggan  have  one  half  of  my  town  lot  which 
is  lying  in  Sevierville  South  of  Main  Street  and  West  of  Crop  Street  where  I 
formerly  live  to  have  the  use  and  benefit  of  during  her  natural  life  and  at  her 
death  to  decend  to  her  children.  It  is  my  will  that  my  daughter  Sallie  Nichols  have 
the  other  half  of  the  above  named  town  lot  during  her  natural  life  and  at  her  death 
to  decend  to  her  children.  It  is  my  will  that  the  division  line  of  said  town  lot 
between  my  two  said  daughters  shall  be  as  follows  beginning  on  a  plum  tree  on 
the  street  between  the  two  houses  and  running  directly  through  the  lot  to  a  plum 
tree  below  the  stable  at  the  fence  and  that  my  daughter  Clarissa  Duggan  have  the 
East  Side  and  my  daughter  Sallie  the  West  Side. 

It  is  my  will  that  the  debts  owing  to  me  by  W.  F.  Nichols  and  B.  U.  Chandler 
be  equally  devided  between  my  two  daughters  Sallv  Nichols  and  Clarissa  Duggan 
•after  all  my  just  debts  are  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  said  debts.  It  is  my  will  that 
the  debt  owing  to  me  by  John  McMahan  as  the  proceeds  of  said  debt  be  equally 
devided  between  all  my  children  to  wit  Elijah  Nichols,  P.  B.  Nichols,  Sally  Nichols 
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and  Clarissa  Duggan  and  if  it  should  appear  that  my  son  Elijah  Nichols  is  dead  or 
should  not  appear  within  five  years  from  my  death  to  receive  his  share  of  said 
debt  then  in  that  event  1  will  that  the  share  intended  for  him  shall  go  to  my  other 
two  sons  W.  F.  Nichols  and  P.  B.  Nichols.  I  will  and  bequeth  the  following 
property  to  wit  my  cow  and  calf,  cooking  stove  and  utentials,  side  saddle,  clock 
one  bead,  bead  stead  and  furniture  to  my  daughter  Sally  Nichols,  I  will  and  bequeath 
to  my  daughter  Clarissa  Duggan  the  following  property  to  wit  one  bead,  bead  stead 
and  furniture  my  bureau,  wash  bowl  pitcher,  and  looking  glass.  It  is  my  will  that 
my  son  P.  B.  Nichols  have  the  use  and  benefit  of  during  his  natural  life  my  entry 
of  land  of  about  eleven  acres  lying  on  the  West  Fork  of  Little  Pigeon  River  ad¬ 
joining  the  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Henderson  dec.  and  Elijah  Brown  and  at  his 
death  it  my  will  that  said  land  decend  to  his  children.  It  is  my  will  that  the  remaining 
portion  of  my  bead  clothing  and  property  be  devided  out  between  my  four 
children  to  wit:;  Sally  Nichols,  Clarissa  Duggan,  P.  B.  Nichols  and  W.  F.  Nichols. 
It  is  my  will  that  my  son  W.  F.  Nichols  be  my  executor  to  carry  out  this  my  last 
will  and  testament  witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  20th  day  of  April,  1859. 

her 

Margaret  X  Nichols  (S.  Z.) 

Mark 

Witness 

M.  W.  McCown 
Bill  Chandler 

STATE  OF  TENNESSEE 
COUNTY  OF  SEVIER 

I,  RAY  MILLER,  COUNTY  COURT  CLERK,  FOR  SEVIER  COUNTY 
COURT  DO  HEREBY  CERTIFY  THAT  THE  FOREGOING  IS  A  FULL, 
TRUE  AND  PERFECT  OF  THE  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT  OF 
MAP^GARET  NICHOLS  WILL,  AS  APPEARS  OF  RECORD  IN  MY  OFFICE  IN 
WILL  BOOK  NO.  1,  PAGES  47-48,  THIS  THE  28  DAY  OF  AUGUST,  1957. 

RAY  MILLER 
COUNTY  COURT  CLERK 

BY  J.T. 

ELIJAH  NICHOLS 

Elijah  Nichols,  oldest  child  of  John  J.  and  Margaret  Scantling  Nichols,  was 
born  in  Sevier  County  near  Sevierville,  Tennessee  in  1818. 

He  grew  to  young  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  that  was  located  on  Middle 
Creek,  about  four  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Sevierville.  When  a  small  boy,  perhaps 
ten  or  twelve  years  old,  he  was  driving  a  yoke  of  cattle  in  a  wagon  over  toward 
Pigeon  Ford  and  going  down  a  little  hill,  the  cattle  ran  away  throwing  him  from 
the  wagon  and  injuring  his  hip.  He  always  walked  with  a  slight  limp  after  that  fall. 

As  a  young  man  he  was  always  interested  in  selling  goods.  On  several  occasions 
he  went  to  Baltimore,  Md.  and  bought  goods  and  brought  them  into  Tennessee  and 
sold  them  up  and  down  the  rivers.  This  line  of  work  seemed  to  appeal  to  him 
very  much  and  he  eventually  traveled  on  down  by  river  mostly  to  the  Mississippi 
and  down  the  river  through  Louisiana  and  no  doubt  to  New  Orleans.  He  stayed 
in  this  area  several  years  and  married  a  girl  in  Louisiana.  They  had  two  boys  and 
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later  he  took  his  family  and  father-in-law  to  Texas  where  they  intended  to  establish 
a  trading  post  or  store.  They  cut  trees  and  built  their  homes  and  stores.  Elijah 
returned  to  New  Orleans  to  buy  goods  to  take  back  to  Texas.  When  he  arrived 
back  home,  he  found  their  homes  and  store  were  burned  to  the  ground,  his  family 
could  not  be  found  anywhere.  He  searched  many  years  through  that  area  and 
, through  the  southwest  but  never  could  find  a  trace  of  any  of  them.  It  is  my  belief 
that  this  happened  just  before  or  during  our  war  with  Mexico  in  1845.  Most  of 
us  believe  that  this  family  was  killed  or  captured  by  the  Mexicans  or  Indians.  He 
returned  to  New  Orleans  and  began  trading  up  and  down  the  Mississippi  River 
again.  He  went  to  Vincennes,  Indiana.  That  was  perhaps  during  the  Civil  War 
years  and  about  the  time  the  Civil  War  ended  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Tennessee,  having  been  gone  many,  many  years. 

He  prepared  to  open  a  general  store  in  Dandridge,  Tenn.  This  place  is  in 
Jefferson  County  and  about  twelve  miles  from  where  he  was  born.  On  the  night 
before  he  was  to  open  his  store  it  was  burned  to  the  ground.  The  store  was  set 
fire  by  a  man  from  North  Carolina  who  claimed  that  no  Tennessean  had  a  right 
to  have  that  business  there. 

He  married  a  young  lady  from  Powder  Springs,  Tennessee  by  the  name  of 
Atchley.  They  moved  to  New  Market,  Tennessee  and  opened  a  store.  Here  their 
two  sons  were  born.  Their  sons  names  were  Elijah  Caywood  ( known  by  all  of 
his  friends  as  Doc)  and  Adam  S.  Nichols.  He  sold  his  merchant  business  and 
returned  to  Dandridge.  Here  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1904. 

I  might  mention  that  my  own  father  thought  a  great  deal  of  Uncle  Elijah  and 
they  were  together  very  much  while  my  father  was  operating  the  Ferry  at  Dandridge. 
He  is  buried  in  the  Presbyterian  Cemetery  in  Dandridge. 

Elijah  Caywood  Nichols,  (known  as  Doc  by  all  of  his  friends)  oldest  son  of 
Elijah  Nichols,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee,  1867.  I  never  knew 
Elijah  Caywood  personally.  He  owned  a  large  farm  and  a  Ferry  around  Kimberlain 
Heights,  on  the  French  Broad  River  in  Tennessee.  He  married  a  young  lady  by  the 
name  of  Hodge.  To  this  union  eight  daughters  were  born,  namely,  Nellie,  Mamie, 
Clarice,  Grace,  Louvene,  Kathleen,  Edna,  Anna. 

Nellie  married  William  R.  Felker  and  to  this  union  ten  children  were  born. 
I  have  met  only  one  of  the  Felker  children.  He  is  William  R.,  Jr.  He  was  in 
World  War  II,  is  married  and  now  resides  in  Miami,  Fla.  and  I  believe  he  has 
four  children.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  this  young  man  at  our  reunion  in 
1961.  He  impressed  me  greatly  as  being  a  fine  young  man.  Nellie  and  her  husband, 
parents  of  these  children  are  fine  farmers  and  reside  around  in  or  around 
Kodak,  Tennessee. 

Mamie  married  a  Payne  and  to  this  union  five  children  were  born. 

Clarice  married  a  Brooks  and  to  this  union  three  children  were  born. 

Grace  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  I  have  met  Grace  a 
number  of  times  and  she  has  the  strong  Nichols  ties  among  her  kinsman. 

Louvene  married  a  Carver  and  to  this  union  two  children  were  born.  They 
live  in  Covington,  Va. 

Kathleen  married  an  Epperson  and  to  this  union  one  child  was  born. 

Edna  married  a  Jordan  and  to  this  union  three  children  were  born.  They  reside 
in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
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Anna  Lee  married  a  Stevens  and  to  this  union  three  children  were  born.  They 
reside  in  Miami,  Fla. 

I  am  sorry  I  do  not  know  more  about  this  fine  Nichols  family.  These  children 
are  the  nieces  of  Adam  S.  Nichols  who  was  beloved  by  all. 

ADAM  S.  NICHOLS 

Adam  S.  Nichols,  youngest  son  of  Elijah  Nichols  and  younger  brother  of  Elijah 
■Caywood  Nichols,  was  born  in  1869 

Much  could  be  written  about  Adam  S.  Nichols  (known  to  everyone  as  Wee) 
and  it  would  take  a  complete  book  to  write  of  all  the  fine  things  that  he  has  done 
in  his  lifetime.  I  might  begin  by  saying,  he  is  the  only  living  grandchild  of  John  J. 
and  Margaret  Nichols.  He  will  be  91  years  of  age  sometime  this  year.  In  the 
almost  four  generations  of  his  lifetime,  he  is  no  doubt  the  best  loved  Nichols  of 
us  all.  He  not  only  is  loved  and  respected  by  our  Nichols  families,  but  by  all  of 
his  fellow  men  that  were  fortunate  enough  to  know  him.  He  attended  school  at 
Morry  Academy,  (this  school  later  became  Morry  High  School)  and  is  located  at 
Dandridge,  Tennessee  where  he  grew  up.  This  school  ran  ten  months  out  of  the 
year  and  many  of  his  schoolmates  reached  very  great  heights  in  the  educational 
field.  One  of  his  classmates  was  James  Hoskins  whose  education  is  well  known  to 
the  great  educators  of  the  United  States,  especially  after  he  became  president  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee.  He  and  Adam  S.  Nichols  would  get  together  quite  often 
and  reminisce  about  their  boyhood  days  in  Dandridge,  selling  papers  to  earn  a  few 
nickels  for  spending  money.  You  will  find  enclosed  in  this  book  a  photostatic 
copy  of  the  fine  friendship  that  existed  between  Jim  Hoskins  and  Wee  Nichols 
from  boyhood  on  up  until  the  death  of  Jim  Hoskins.  This  and  many  other  similar 
things  will  convey  to  you  the  type  of  man  he  is. 

He  owned  and  operated  a  large  store  in  Dandridge  for  a  good  many  years  and 
later  became  the  postmaster  at  Dandridge.  It  was  while  he  was  postmaster  that 
he  endeared  himself  very  much  to  our  own  family.  We  were  always  very  fond  of 
him,  but  during  World  War  I,  my  brother  Ralph  had  been  reported  killed  in  battle 
by  the  Federal  Government.  They  had  sent  insurance  papers  for  my  mother  to 
fill  out.  Just  about  the  time  she  was  ready  to  return  them,  a  letter  came  to  Dandridge 
and  postmaster  Adam  S.  Nichols  had  seen  it  and  recognized  Ralph’s  handwriting. 
Knowing  that  my  mother  would  not  get  it  until  late  the  next  afternoon,  as  we 
lived  on  a  rural  route,  he  called  mother  that  evening  and  told  her  that  there  was  a 
letter  there  for  her  and  he  knew  it  was  Ralph’s  writing.  We  have  always  been 
very  grateful  to  him  for  this. 

He  married  a  young  lady  from  Dandridge  by  the  name  of  Fanny  Hendricks, 
two  children  were  born  to  them,  their  names  are  Augusta  and  Hollace. 

He  moved  to  Knoxville  quite  a  few  years  ago  and  was  in  the  wholesale  cigar 
business  for  awhile.  He  resides  at  2414  Magnolia  Ave.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  with  his 
son  and  daughter.  I  might  add  that  the  only  difference  of  opinion  that  he  and  I 
ever  had,  he  is  a  staunch  Democrat  and  I  am  a  staunch  Republican. 
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limes  Have  Changed 

Jim  and  Wee  Share 
Memories  of  Boyhood 


By  MARGARET  RAGSDALE 

A  SMALL  BOY  with  blue  eyes  and 
almost  tow  hair  came  with  his  mother 
for  his  first  day  in  a  small  Dandridge 
school.  He  had  kicked  and  screamed 
and  fought  every  step  of  the  way. 

Another  small  boy,  with  equally 
blue  eyes,  watched  the  dramatic  en¬ 
trance. 

That  was  the  meeting  of  Dr.  James 
D.  Hoskins,  now  president  emeritus 
of  U-T,  and  A.  S.  Nichols,  retired 
grocery  store  owner  of  2414  Magnolia 
Avenue.  It  happened  almost  80  years 
ago! 

The  two  get  together  for  a  chat 
about  the  old  days  every  now  and 
then.  They  remember  incidents  about 
almost  every  family  in  Dandridge  and 
chuckle  over  long-ago  happenings. 

Between  their  birthdays  —  Mr. 
Nichols  was  86  last  month  and  Dr. 
Hoskins  will  be  86  on  Jan.  31 — they 
had  one  of  their  “I-remember-when” 
sessions.  It  was  worth  listening  to. 
LIMITS  POLITICAL  LIFE 

AS  DR.  HOSKINS  walked  into  the 
Nichols  living  room,  Mr.  Nichols 
taunted  him. 

‘T  declare,  Jim,  you  don’t  look  two 
months  and  11  days  younger  than 
me,”  he  said.  Dr.  Hoskins,  tall  and  dig¬ 
nified,  with  dead-pan  expression  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  customary  twinkle  in  his 
blue  eyes,  replied,  “Yes,  I  do — I’m 
tough.” 

What  does  he  do  now  that  he  has 
retired  from  the  presidency  of  U-T? 

“Well,  for  one  thing.  I’ve  quit  try¬ 
ing  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  world. 
I’m  just  looking  on  now,”  he  said. 
“I’m  trying  to  live  pleasantly  and  get 
along  with  people  after  a  pretty 
stormy  period.” 

That’s  one  reason  a  visit  with  “Wee” 


Nichols — the  nickname  has  hung  on 
since  childhood  —  is  so  refreshing. 
They  “live  pleasantly  and  get  along.” 

“I  remember  Jim’s  mother  and 
father,”  said  Mr.  Nichols.  “They  were 
strict.  Jim  had  to  go  to  Sunday  School 
and  church.  People  in  those  days 
didn’t  do  much  on  Sunday.  They 
wouldn’t  even  cook.” 

Dr.  Hoskins  remembers  Saturdays 
as  “baking  time  and  working  time,” 
and  Mr.  Nichols  remembers  that  there 
was  a  stone  fireplace  in  his  childhood 
home  and  “salt  rising  bread  and 
sweet  potatoes  used  to  be  cooked  in 
an  iron  oven  placed  in  the  fireplace.” 
STORE  WAS  ‘EXCHANGE’ 

MR.  NICHOLS,  with  his  later 
background  as  owner  of  a  large 
grocery  remembers  his  father’s  gen¬ 
eral  store  at  Dandridge. 

‘‘Not  many  men  paid  money  in  those 
days,”  he  recalled.  “Most  of  the  trade 
was  in  barter.” 

“Was  it  in  your  father’s  store  that 
the  man  asked  to  see  some  coarse 
women’s  shoes?”  Dr.  Hoskins  inter¬ 
rupted 

Mr.  Nichols  started  his  own  store 
in  Dandridge  Nov.  13,  1896  —  just 
mention  any  event  and  Mr.  Nichols 
will  remember  the  day,  the  month  and 
the  year. 

“Corn  was  worth  15  cents  a  bushel 
and  potatoes  were  10  cents  a  bushel, 
and  you  couldn’t  sell  them,”  he  said. 

Firecrackers  were  five  cents  a  pack, 
and  small  boys  needed  tiiem  as  much 
as  they  need  Davy  Crocket  caps  these 
days. 

Back  in  the  1880s  Dandridge  had 
“the  best  school  in  East  Tennessee — 
a  10-month  school  as  against  three- 
month  schools  in  the  rest  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  County.” 
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Dr.  Koskins’  father,  the  late  W.  P. 
Hoskins,  a  county  court  clerk  and 
leader  in  Jefferson  County,  was  a 
member  of  Maury  Academy  board  of 
Trustees.  The  school  had  both  Peabody 
and  Maury  endowment  funds. 

“Back  then  there  were  no  grade 
schools.  You  might  be  in  the  first 
grade  in  some  studies  and  the  fourth 
in  others,”  Mr.  Nichols  said. 

Then  Jim  took  up  the  tale. 

“For  two  weeks  they  had  to  whip 
me  to  make  me  go,”  he  chuckled. 
Mother  took  me  the  first  day.  Then  an 
old  Negro  took  me  and  I  fought  him 
every  foot  of  the  way.  I  hated  school. 
Then  my  father  said,  ‘just  let  him 
alone — if  he  wants  to  be  an  ignora¬ 
mus,  let  him.  But  he’s  got  to  work. 
We’ll  turn  off  some  hands  and  let 
him  work.’  ” 

He  stayed  home  three  days.  Years 
later  his  mother  told  him,  “We 
thought  you’d  never  go  to  school  and 
now  we  can’t  get  you  to  quit.” 

LEARNED  HIS  RIGHTS 

SEEMS  THAT,  in  those  early  days. 
Wee  wrote  a  good  hand  and  Jim 
didn’t,  so  Mr.  Hoskins  sent  Jim  to  a 
writing  school.  It  was  there  he  had 
“the  worst  fight  of  his  life,”  and 
formed  a  hatred  of  injustice  that  has 
remained  throughout  his  life. 

“Jim  Cline  stuck  a  de-headed  pin 
in  the  principal’s  chair — we  called  him 
Old  Sutt,”  he  said.  “Old  Sutt  sat  down 
but  he  didn’t  jump  up  the  way  we 
expected.  He  just  sat  there  and  said, 
‘Who  did  that?’  I  laughed.  Then  he 
whipped  me.  We  had  the  most  terrible 
fight  you  ever  saw,  up  one  aisle  and 
down  the  next.  I  was  afraid  to  go 
home  because  my  father  had  always 
said  that  if  I  got  a  whipping  at  school 
I’d  get  a  bigger  one  at  home. 

“One  of  the  Holtsinger  boys  went 
home  with  me.  We  told  my  father 
about  the  whipping.  He  just  said,  T’ll 
tell  you  now,  if  you  take  anything  un¬ 
justly  and  don’t  defend  yourself, 
you’ll  get  a  whipping  here.’  That  was 
the  last  of  my  penmanship  teaching.” 

But  Jim  and  Wee  agree  on  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  teaching  of  W.  R. 
Manard,  principal  of  the  Dandridge 
School,  and  of  George  W.  Fox.  They 
also  agree  that  what  they  learned  in 
those  days  really  stayed  with  them. 


They  can  quote  reams  from  McGuf- 
fey’s  Readers  and  the  old  Blueback 
Spellers. 

Wee  liked  the  fact  that  every  story 
in  the  old  readers  had  a  moral  and 
Jim  liked  the  fact  that  “elocution” 
was  taught  along  with  reading. 

“We  weren’t  allowed  to  bring  books 
other  than  our  texts  to  school,  so  we 
used  to  slip  them  in,”  Dr.  Hoskins 
said.  “I  read  a  lot  of  books  that  way.” 

“On  my  fourteenth  birthday  my 
mother  invited  the  principal  to  din¬ 
ner,”  he  recalled.  “He  told  me  what 
an  important  age  that  was  and  said 
that  everything  I  did  was  going  into 
my  character.  Right  then  I  was  read¬ 
ing  the  life  of  Jesse  James  that  I 
had  smuggled  into  the  school. 

“The  thing  that  impressed  me  was 
that  those  James  boys  had  character; 
they  went  into  lawlessness  because  of 
an  injustice.  An  injustice,  if  allowed 
to  go  uncorrected,  leads  to  lawless¬ 
ness.  I  remember  I  enjoyed  meeting 
Frank  James  after  his  pardon.” 
PRINCIPAL  APOLOGIZED 

WHEN  YOUNG  Jim  Hoskins  began 
teaching  he  changed  the  rules:  boys 
were  encouraged  to  bring  all  the  books 
they  wanted  to  school. 

Wee  Nichols  was  also  the  victim 
of  an  unjust  whipping  in  those  days, 
and  like  Jim  Hoskins,  never  forgot  it. 
He  vowed  that  when  he  grew  up  he’d 
fight  “that  old  principal.” 

He  was  13  then;  saw  the  “old  prin¬ 
cipal”  years  later,  and  sold  him  and 
his  four  sons  suits  of  clothes. 

“I  felt  I  couldn’t  knock  a  trade  like 
that  in  the  head.  Besides,  he  apolo¬ 
gized  for  that  old  injustice,”  he  said. 

Wee  mentioned  politics  only  when 
he  referred  to  the  time  he  was  post¬ 
master  in  Dandridge. 

“It  was  July  1,  1913,  and  I  was 
one  of  the  first  postmasters  appointed 
in  Tennessee  by  Woodrow  Wilson,” 
he  said.  “When  I  asked  about  the  ap¬ 
pointment  I  had  to  talk  to  Sen.  John 
K.  Shields. 

“He  asked  me  whom  I  had  voted 
for  in  the  late  judge’s  race,  where  he 
was  a  candidate.  I  had  to  tell  him  I 
voted  against  him.  He  looked  sort  of 
hard  at  me,  and  I  said  ‘Well,  that’s  in 
the  past  and  this  is  in  the  future.’  I 
got  the  appointment.” 
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Fanny  Hendricks  Nichols,  wife  of  Adam  S.  Nichols,  I  believe  was  born  in 
Dandridge,  Tennessee,  at  least  she  grew  up  there. 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  do  not  know  very  much  about  this  lady  as  I  have 
been  away  from  Tennessee  for  forty  years.  I  do  know  that  she  came  from  a  fine 
family  and  that  Adam  and  her  had  a  fine  life  together. 

A  few  years  ago  I  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  them  and  enjoyed  every  minute 
of  my  stay.  Mrs.  Fanny  Hendricks  Nichols  died  in  1957  or  1958.  She  is  buried 
in  the  Presbyterian  Cemetery  at  Dandridge  where  most  of  the  Hendricks  and  the 
parents  of  Adam  S.  Nichols  are  buried. 

Augusta  Nichols,  oldest  child  of  Adam  S.  and  Fanny  Hendricks  Nichols,  was 
born  in  Dandridge,  Tennessee.  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you  in  what  year  she  was 
born,  first,  I  do  not  know  the  year  and  second  she  is  my  favorite  distant  cousin 
and  I  would  not  tell  if  I  knew. 

Augusta  is  typical  in  stature  of  most  of  the  Nichols  women  folk  as  I 
remember  them. 

She  attended  Maury  High  School  in  Dandridge.  She  has  a  fine  personality 
and  makes  many  friends  wherever  she  goes.  She  holds  a  fine  position  with  the 
Greyhound  Transportation  Bus  Lines  and  resides  with  her  father  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

It  is  an  honor  and  privilege  to  me  to  be  able  to  call  this  fine  lady  my  cousin. 
She  is  treasurer  of  the  Nichols  Families  of  America. 

Hollis  Nichols,  youngest  child  of  Adam  S.  and  Fanny  Hendricks  Nichols,  was 
born  in  Dandridge,  Tenn.  I  do  not  know  how  old  he  was  when  his  father  moved  to 
Knoxville.  I  suppose  he  attended  schools  both  in  Dandridge  and  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
He  was  in  the  Eighth  Army  Bomber  Command  in  World  War  II.  He  served  long 
and  honorably  in  England  and  France.  He  is  a  fine  businessman  and  at  present 
is  connected  wif’i  a  business  firm  in  Sevierville,  Tenn.  He  reminds  me  very  much 
of  his  father  and  is  quiet  and  reserved.  I  am  quite  sure  his  hobby  is  sports.  When 
I  visited  them  in  1959  he  had  a  major  league  baseball  game  on  television  and  he 
and  I  enjoyed  the  game  very  much.  He,  like  myself  being  a  baseball  fan. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  we  have  such  fine  men  as  him  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  Nichols  tradition  that  has  meant  so  much  to  our  country  since  colonial  days. 
He  resides  with  his  father  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

PARKER  J.  NICHOLS 

Second  Child  of  John  ].  and  Margaret  Scantling  Nichols 

Parker  J.  Nichols  was  born  in  Sevier  County,  Tennessee  in  1821.  Like  his  older 
brother  Elijah,  his  young  days  were  spent  on  the  farm. 

While  still  a  young  man  he  became  very  interested  in  the  building  of  railroads. 
He  went  to  Virginia  perhaps  in  the  1840’s  and  here  he  learned  the  business  of 
building  railroads.  He  later  went  to  Memphis,  Tennessee  and  was  superintendent 
of  the  construction  of  railroads  in  that  area.  In  1857  he  was  waylaid  and  shot 
(they  called  it  bushwacked  in  those  days)  and  was  left  for  dead  but  he  did  not  die. 
It  seems  that  he  had  discharged  one  of  his  employees  and  this  man  shot  him.  I  don’t 
think  he  lived  too  long  after  that.  He  probably  died  a  year  or  so  later.  He  no  doubt 
is  buried  in  or  near  Memphis,  Tennessee. 
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Parker  J.  married  a  young  lady  by  the  name  of  Palmer.  Her  father  was  a 
General  in  the  Confederate  Army  in  the  Civil  War.  Parker  J.  had  one  son.  His 
name  was  Lucien. 

Lucien,  son  of  Park  J.  Nichols,  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army  at  age  thirteen 
and  was  a  drummer  boy.  Years  later  he  returned  to  East  Tennessee  and  stayed  with 
his  Uncle  Wyatt  F.  Nichols  for  a  few  years.  He  later  went  to  the  state  of  Oregon. 
I  do  not  know  whom  he  married  or  if  he  had  any  children. 

SARAH  (SALLY)  NICHOLS 

Sarah  (Sally)  Nichols,  third  child  and  oldest  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Margaret 
Scantling  Nichols,  was  born  in  1825  in  or  near  Sevierville,  Tenn. 

In  writing  of  my  great  grandmother,  she  had  much  sadness  in  her  lifetime.  First, 
she  was  only  eleven  years  old  when  her  father  died;  and  secondly,  the  man  who  she 
most  desperately  wanted  to  marry,  but  because  of  a  bitter  feud  between  some 
of  the  Nichols’  and  Catlett  families,  they  were  prevented  from  completely  fulfilling 
their  married  life  as  the  feud  had  been  long  and  bitter.  There  were  three  children 
to  consider,  Mary,  born  in  1844,  Nancy,  1846,  and  John,  1849. 

In  1850  the  Nichols  and  Catletts  went  into  court  in  reference  to  this  matter 
and  a  settlement  was  made  where  Sally  Nichols  and  her  children  were  to  retain  the 
name  of  Nichols. 

She  lived  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  Sevierville,  Tenn.  She  died  sometime  in 
the  1880’s  or  early  1890’s  and  is  buried  in  Shiloh  Cemetery  near  Sevierville  where 
many  of  the  early  Nichols  are  buried  and  her  father,  mother  and  three  children. 

Mary  Nichols,  daughter  of  Sally  Nichols,  was  born  in  or  near  Sevierville, 
Tennessee  in  1844. 

She  was  a  most  unusual  woman  in  many  ways.  Her  fine  tailoring  gave  her  much 
work  from  the  students  at  Murphy  College  located  in  Sevierville,  Tennessee.  She 
chewed  a  little  tobacco  and  her  comments  were  generally  brief  and  to  the  point. 
If  she  had  a  like  or  dislike  for  someone  she  did  not  hestitate  to  tell  them  in  no 
uncertain  terms. 

I  always  loved  to  visit  her  and  got  a  great  kick  out  of  listening  to  her  talk. 

I  once  asked  her  why  she  never  married.  She  shrugged  her  shoulders  and  said, 
"Huh,  I  naver  saw  a  man  good  enough  for  me.”  It  is  a  known  fact  that  she  was 
engaged  to  a  Conferedate  soldier  that  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  I  am  not 
sure  of  the  exact  date  of  her  death.  She  is  buried  in  Shiloh  Cemetery  about  four 
miles  from  Sevierville,  Tenn. 

Nancy  Nichols,  second  child  of  Sally  Nichols  was  born  in  1846  in  or  near 
Sevierville,  Tennessee.  Unlike  her  sister  Mary,  she  was  very  quiet  and  reserved  and 
in  stature  was  very  much  like  many  of  the  Nichols  folk.  Her  eyes  were  very 
beautiful  and  it  seems  that  this  characteristic  has  been  handed  on  down  to  some 
of  our  present  day  Nichols  women  folk. 

She,  like  her  sister,  was  a  fine  tailoress  and  they  worked  together  until  her  death. 
She  and  her  sister,  Mary  were  strong  Methodists  and  contributed  quite  a  bit  to 
the  building  of  a  new  Methodist  Church  in  Sevierville  many  years  ago.  She  never 
married  and  died  quite  a  few  years  before  her  sister  Mary  or  brother  John.  She 
is  buried  at  Shiloh  Cemetery. 
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JOHN  NICHOLS 
My  Grandfather 

John  Nichols,  youngest  child  of  Sally  Nichols,  was  born  in  1849  in  or 
near  Sevierville. 

A  book  could  be  written  about  my  grandfather,  John  Nichols,  but  as  I  stop 
and  think  I  do  not  know  too  much  about  him  after  all. 

A  few  years  after  my  grandfather  John  Nichols  married,  he  went  to  Missouri, 
no  doubt  near  the  place  where  some  of  the  Flayl  Nichols  families  had  gone.  He 
later  sent  for  his  family  and  they  went  to  Missouri.  The  climate  did  not  agree 
with  my  grandmother  and  Aunt  Loretta  at  all,  they  having  the  chills  and  the  fever. 
It  did  not  seem  to  affect  my  father  too  much  as  he  was  just  a  tiny  baby  in  arms. 
Grandmother  and  the  children  returned  to  East  Tennessee,  their  physical  condition 
being  very  poor  from  the  chills  and  fever.  My  grandfather  stayed  on  in  Missouri. 

It  took  a  long  time  for  my  grandmother  and  Aunt  Loretta  to  fully  recover  from 
their  illness  and  she  was  most  reluctant  to  go  back  to  Missouri  although  my  grand¬ 
father  urged  her  to  come  back.  They  finally  drifted  apart  and  my  grandmother 
divorced  him. 

John  Nichols,  my  grandfather,  did  not  return  to  East  Tennessee  for  thirty- 
three  years.  During  that  time  his  mother,  Sally  Nichols,  died  and  my  father  had 
died  from  drowning. 

I  remember  the  first  time  I  saw  my  grandfather  Nichols.  I  was  about  five  or 
six  years  old.  Mother  took  us  children  to  Uncle  Wyatt  Nichols’  home  at  Nichols 
Ferry  and  he  and  all  of  his  immediate  family  met  there  and  spent  the  day. 

He  then  took  up  residence  at  Sevierville,  Tenn.,  with  his  two  sisters,  Aunt 
Mary  and  Aunt  Nancy  Nichols.  Here  he  resided  until  his  death. 

My  own  home  was  about  ten  miles  from  Sevierville  and  we  were  able  to  go 
visit  him  occasionally. 

I  remember  on  several  occasions  my  brother  Ralph  and  myself  spent  several 
nights  with  him  as  my  Uncle  John  McAndrew  was  in  the  lumber  business  and  he 
sold  lots  of  lumber  in  Sevierville.  We  would  ride  from  home  to  Sevierville  on  the 
lumber  wagons  and  spend  a  few  days  with  him,  especially  during  the  summer 
school  vacation. 

He  had  a  very  fine  personality  and  was  liked  by  everyone  whom  he  came  in 
contact  with.  I  never  saw  him  show  any  emotion  but  once.  Ralph  and  I  were 
spending  the  night  with  him  and  sometime  during  that  night  he  had  come  over  to 
the  bed  in  which  my  brother  and  I  were  sleeping  and  as  I  awakened  he  was 
sobbing  as  if  his  heart  would  break.  I  was  about  ten  years  of  age  at  that  time.  I 
knew  then  that  he  was  a  good  man  at  heart  and  no  doubt  wished  more  desperately 
that  if  circumstances  could  have  only  been  different  he  no  doubt  would  have 
been  a  very  happy  man. 

He  was  a  very  fine  horse  and  mule  trader  and  I  have  often  said  to  my  cousin 
John  Cox  that  he  came  by  his  mule  trading  honestly  as  our  grandfather  was  one 
of  the  best  in  the  business. 

As  I  grew  older  and  would  see  him  more  frequently,  he  seemed  to  take  a  great 
delight  in  getting  me  into  arguments  about  Republicans  and  Democrats.  I  have 
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been  raised  a  staunch  Republican  and  he  a  Democrat  since  1892.  He  told  me  in  the 
Panic  or  Depression  under  the  Grover  Cleveland  Administration  of  1892,  he  made 
more  money  then,  than  he  ever  did  in  his  life.  He  was  in  Chicago  at  that  time. 
He  would  buy  up  old  scrub  mules  and  horses  for  a  little  or  nothing  and  take  them 
to  W^isconsin.  There  he  would  trade  them  to  the  Swedish  farmers  for  their  fine 
stock  and  give  them  a  little  money  to  boot  so  they  could  pay  their  taxes  in  order 
to  keep  their  farms.  Then  he  would  bring  the  fine  stock  back  to  Chicago  and  sell 
them  to  the  wealthy  people  of  that  area  and  make  a  tremendous  profit.  He  said 
ever  since  then  he  had  been  a  Democrat. 

He  was  a  tax  assessor  in  Sevierville  for  quite  a  few  years  and  was  liked  and 
respected  by  everyone. 

He  lived  long  enough  to  see  quite  a  few  of  his  great  grandchildren,  including 
my  own  daughter  Roberta.  I  remember  the  last  time  1  saw  him.  My  wife  and  I  and 
our  daughter  Roberta,  who  was  about  one  and  a  half  years  of  age  at  that  time, 
arrived  at  his  home  and  there  was  just  a  little  bit  of  snow  on  the  ground,  it  no 
doubt  would  have  melted  in  an  hour.  He  grabbed  our  daughter  out  of  my  arms 
and  dashed  up  the  street,  returning  a  little  while  later  with  a  little  pair  of  overshoes 
for  my  daughter  and  also  a  pair  for  my  wife.  That  is  the  last  time  I  saw  him  alive. 
He  died  in  1926  and  is  buried  in  the  Shiloh  Cemetery  just  a  few  miles  outside 
of  Sevierville. 

I  just  cannot  help  from  thinking  that  if  fate  had  been  a  little  more  kind  to 
him  and  my  grandmother,  he  would  have  gone  far  in  his  lifetime.  I  know  that 
he  was  kind  and  well  liked  by  all  that  knew  him.  I  also  know  that  my  grand¬ 
mother  was  one  the  finest  and  best  women  that  ever  lived. 

MARTHA  P.  RENEAU  NICHOLS 
My  Grandmother 

Martha  P.  Reneau  Nichols  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee  in  1850. 
She  was  the  oldest  child  of  ^^esley  and  Senie  Burchfield  Reneau.  Her  father  was 
of  French  Hugenot  ancestry.  ' 

Martha  P.  Reneau  married  my  grandfather,  John  Nichols  about  1870,  after 
living  in  Sevierville  a  few  years,  then  going  to  Missouri  and  later  returning  to 
East  Tennessee  because  of  ill  health.  After  a  few  years  my  grandmother  and 
grandfather  drifted  apart  and  she  finally  divorced  him.  A  few  years  later  she 
rnarried  Jonn  Cox  from  Green  County,  Tennessee.  He  was  a  widower  and  had 
five  children.  They  lived  in  Green  County  awhile  and  later  came  back  to 
‘  Jefferson  County. 

As  I  remember  my  grandmother,  she  was  one  of  the  finest  women  I  have  ever 
known.  She  was  beautiful  and  had  a  very  fine  personality  and  one  of  the  fine 
singers  of  that  county.  Not  only  was  she  all  those  things,  but  she  was  said  to  have 
been  one  of  the  best  spinners  and  weavers  and  tailoress  of  that  area,  spinning 
the  thread  and  weaving  the  cloth  and  making  most  of  the  garments  for  her  family. 

The  memory  of  her  beautiful  voice  while  sewing  is  semethinn  that  I  shall  alwavs 
cherish  all  my  life. 

She  was  deeply  religious  and  a  staunch  Methodist  and  one  of  the  best  loved 
women  in  Jefferson  County.  Her  favorite  hymn  was  "I  Need  Thee  Every  Hour.” 
She  died  in  1912.  She  was  originally  buried  at  Muddy  Creek  where  many  of  her 
people  and  my  father  were  buried,  but  later  when  the  Douglas  McArthur  Dam 
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was  built  across  the  French  Broad  River  all  of  the  bodies  had  to  be  moved  from 
that  cemetery  because  water  covered  it  and  the  Federal  Government  made  a  new 
cemetery  at  a  place  called  Flills  Chapel.  This  cemetery  is  on  the  Dandridge-Chestnut 
Hill  highway  about  half  way  between  the  places.  Her  second  husband,  John  Cox, 
is  also  buried  there. 


LORETTA  NICHOLS  COX 

Loretta  Nichols,  oldest  child  of  John  and  Martha  Reneau  Nichols,  was  born 
in  Sevierville,  Tenn.,  1871.  She  like  many  other  Nichols  women  folk  was  small, 
petite  and  very  beautiful. 

When  she  was  two  or  three  years  old  her  mother  took  her  and  the  rest  of  the 
family  to  Missouri  where,  John,  her  father  was  employed.  It  seems  as  though  the 
climate  proved  very  unhealthy  for  the  family  particularly  Loretta  and  her  mother, 
as  they  became  seriously  ill  while  there.  Martha,  her  mother,  later  brought  Loretta 
and  my  father  Wyatt  who  was  just  a  baby  back  to  Tennessee.  John,  her  father, 
stayed  on  in  Missouri  at  his  work.  Loretta  grew  up  and  attended  school  in 
Jefferson  County,  Tennessee  in  what  is  known  as  Muddy  Creek  Valley.  She  married 
George  Cox  of  Green  County,  Tennessee  and  they  later  moved  back  to  Jefferson 
County,  Tenn. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union,  namely,  Minnie,  Thursa,  John,  Martha, 
Ethel,  Wyatt,  Ruby-Eunice  and  Robert.  I  wish  to  comment  briefly  on  some  of 
the  children  that  died  when  they  were  small.  Thursa  died  when  a  baby  and  is 
buried  at  the  New  Hill  Cemetery  located  about  one-half  way  between  Dandridge 
and  Chestnut  Hill.  Martha  and  Wyatt  both  died  when  they  were  small  and  are 
buried  at  Wesleys  Chapel.  This  cemetery  is  located  near  Piedmont,  Tenn.  on 
the  old  Knoxville-Dandridge  Highway.  Eunice  died  when  she  was  eight  or  nine 
years  old.  I  just  want  to  say  something  about  this  sweet  little  thing  as  I  remember 
her  so  well.  She  had  the  nicest  disposition  of  any  child  I  have  ever  known,  and  I 
like  to  remember  her  sandy  reddish  hair,  laughing  and  jabbering  with  me  when 
I  would  visit  their  home.  She  is  also  buried  at  Wesleys  Chapel.  As  to  the  rest 
of  the  children,  you  will  find  them  farther  along  in  this  book. 

Just  one  last  word  about  my  Aunt  Loretta.  I  loved  to  visit  her  and  Uncle 
George  and  spent  many  a  happy  hour  at  their  home  when  I  was  a  child.  Loretta 
died  several  years  ago  and  is  buried  at  Wesleys  Chapel. 

George  Cox,  husband  of  Loretta  Nichols  Cox,  born  in  Green  County,  Tenn., 
in  the  1860’s.  He  spent  all  of  his  life  farming  in  either  Green  County  or 
Jefferson  County,  Tenn. 

In  writing  about  my  Uncle  George  Cox,  I  must  say  he  was  my  favorite  Uncle. 
He  was  a  very  mild  natured  and  fine  dispositioned  and  loved  to  tell  a  sly  joke  for 
the  benefit  of  those  around  him.  One  of  his  greatest  sports  was  squirrel  hunting. 
I  can  remember  well  seeing  him  tamper  his  shot  and  powder  in  his  muzzle  loading 
shotgun  with  a  ramrod.  Fie  used  to  kid  his  neighbors  about  their  modern  guns  in 
shooting  a  squirrel  out  of  the  highest  tree.  He  usually  won.  This  old  muzzle 
loading  gun  was  a  prize  possession  of  his  as  it  had  belonged  to  his  uncle  who  was 
killed  fighting  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War. 

He  was  a  fine  singer,  especially  old  harp  songs.  He  died  several  years  ago  and 
is  buried  at  Wesleys  Chapel  in  the  plot  with  his  wife  and  some  of  his  children. 
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Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  oldest  child  of  George  and  Loretta  Cox,  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  Tenn.,  in  1888.  She  like  many  other  children  on  the  farm, 
went  to  school  and  did  the  chores,  and  as  the  oldest  child,  usually  had  to  look  after 
the  young  ones.  She  is  a  typical  Nichols  in  stature  and  character,  small  and  petite, 
red  hair  and  beautiful  eyes,  and  a  beautiful  singer.  She  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
few  living  today  in  that  area  that  can  still  sing  old  Harp  Music,  which  was  almost 
a  lost  art,  even  when  I  was  a  child.  I  can  remember  in  my  young  days  it  was 
always  so  nice  to  visit  them  and  spend  a  week  or  so  hearing  her  beautiful  voice 
in  song  along  with  my  aunt,  especially  in  the  early  morning  when  the  aroma 
of  the  coffee  and  the  frying  of  ham  meat  was  so  pleasant.  I  always  get  a  kick  out  of 
Minnie  saying  just  about  every  time  she  sees  me.  "Oh,  yes,  I  used  to  carry  you 
around  on  my  hip  when  you  were  a  baby  and  spank  you  good  for  crying.”  She  is 
a  wonderful  woman,  always  ready  for  a  good  talk,  or  a  good  laugh,  and  one  of 
the  most  entertaining  and  friendly  people  you  would  ever  meet.  She  married 
Porter  Slaton,  who  resided  in  Jefferson  County.  His  father  was  in  the  Union  Army  of 
the  Civil  War.  Porter  who  was  a  fine  man  and  loved  farming,  especially  liked  to 
grow  wheat.  He,  about  ever  since  I  can  remember,  had  threshing  machine  outfits 
and  also  had  a  saw  mill  and  a  good  farm.  He  was  a  fine  Christian  man,  a  solid 
Republican  and  loved  to  talk  politics  with  his  friends.  He  died  in  1954  and  is 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery.  Mount  iZon.  This  cemetery  is  just  about  two  miles 
west  of  Dandridge  on  the  Knoxville  Road,  setting  just  off  the  new  road.  Ask  any 
of  the  old  settlers  at  Dandridge  just  where  it  is.  Minnie  and  Porter  had  eight 
children,  namely,  Eula  Mae,  Alma  G.,  Alger  F.,  Eunice  B.,  Ralph  P.,  Conard, 
Loretta  and  William  E. 

I  Eula,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Porter  and  Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  married  Haskel 

Bolden.  They  had  two  boys,  Dennis  and  Kenneth.  Eula  and  her  husband  went  to 
New  Castle,  Indiana  shortly  after  they  were  married.  Their  two  sons  were  born  in 
!  Indiana.  Dennis,  the  oldest  son  is  married  and  has  two  children  named  Dane 

I  and  Dennis.  Dennis  married  Isabelle  Sarrell  of  North  Carolina.  Eula  and  her 

husband  Haskel  were  divorced  and  several  years  after  her  divorce  she  married 
^  James  Burchett  from  Albany,  Ky.  She  and  her  husband  and  her  two  sons  and 

j  families  reside  in  or  near  New  Castle,  Indiana. 

!  Alma,  second  child  of  Porter  and  Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  married  Orville  Alley 
fiom  over  around  the  Muddy  Creek  Valley.  He  is  a  great  guy  and  I  like  him. 

I  It  was  amusing  when  I  told  about  the  incident  at  one  of  our  reunions  what 

I  happened  to  my  brother  Ralph.  He  was  teaching  school  in  this  area,  and  a  group 

I  of  folks  were  going  to  scalp  him  because  he  had  whipped  one  of  their  daughters. 

I  I  have  told  of  this  incident  in  comments  on  my  brother  and  will  just  say  here  that 

I  Orville  Ailey  is  a  close  relative  of  those  that  were  about  to  scalp  my  brother.  I 

I  laughingly  say  I  want  no  part  of  him  because  he  belongs  to  the  scalping  group  and 

he  gets  a  big  kick  out  of  it.  Alma  and  Orville’s  two  children’s  names  are  Robert 
Earl  and  Denver  E.  The  oldest  boy,  Robert,  married  Polly  Ann  Seals  of  Rocky 
Valley,  Tenn.  They  have  one  child.  His  name  is  Joseph  Michael.  Denver  E. 
m'^rried  Christine  Richards  from  North  Carolina.  They  have  no  children  at 
this  writing. 

I 

!  Alger,  third  son  of  Porter  and  Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  is  a  fine  farmer  and  good 

!  businessman.  He  has  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps  remarkably  well.  He  is  o^e 
I  of  the  fine  sons  of  Minnie  and  Porter  and  perhaps  a  little  bit  my  favorite  from  the 

,  standpoint  that  I  have  been  around  him  more  than  the  other  children  and  also 
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his  wife,  Mary  Ellen.  She  is  related  to  me  on  the  Fox  side.  Alger  married  Majy 
Ellen  Fry,  a  fine  young  lady,  in  1936.  They  live  on  the  home  farm  near  his 
mother  and  have  two  sons.  Merle,  the  oldest  and  Lynn  the  younger.  Merle,  while 
serving  in  the  air  corps  met  a  young  lady  from  Iowa  and  was  married  in  1958. 
Lynn  is  not  married  at  this  writing,  and  I  am  not  sure  whether  he  is  serving  in 
the  armed  services  or  not. 

Eunice,  fourth  child  of  Porter  and  Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  married  Elmer  Franklin 
of  Jefferson  County.  He  is  a  fine  farmer  and  a  fine  man.  They  have  three 
children,  namely,  Kermit,  Gail  and  Curtis. 

Ralph,  fifth  child  of  Porter  and  Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  married  Norma  Belle 
Reneau  in  1940.  They  have  two  children,  Everett  and  Gary.  Ralph  had  a  great 
war  record  in  World  War  11. 

Conard,  sixth  child  of  Porter  and  Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  married  Barbara  J. 
Cowles  from  Connecticut.  Conard  was  well  educated  and  served  during  World 
War  11.  After  returning  from  war,  he  was  teaching  in  or  near  New  Haven, 
Connecticut.  He  met  and  married  Miss  Barbara  Cowles.  They  have  four  children, 
namely,  Phillip,  Pamela,  Stuart  and  Norma  Dean. 

Loretta,  seventh  child  of  Porter  and  Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  married  Reed  Bull,  Jr. 
They  have  two  children,  namely,  Linda  and  Brenda. 

William,  eighth  child  of  Porter  and  Minnie  Cox  Slaton,  married  Dorothy  Hart 
from  Morristown,  Tenn.  He  is  making  a  career  in  the  Air  Corps,  and  at  this 
writing  is  stationed  in  Iceland.  This  is  1959.  They  have  two  children,  namely, 
Dianne  and  Steven. 

John  Cox,  oldest  son  of  George  and  Loretta,  is  quite  a  fellow  and  a  real  farmer. 
I  could  write  a  book  about  this  fellow  and  still  not  tell  half  of  the  story.  Of  all 
my  male  cousins  he  is  no  doubt  my  favorite.  When  I  go  back  to  Tennessee  each 
year  I  usually  spend  much  of  my  time  with  him  and  his  family.  There  are  so 
many  things  that  I  could  write  about  him  I  scarcely  know  where  to  start.  He  has 
always  been  full  of  energetic  know-how  and  was  always  the  first  of  the  farmers 
in  the  community  to  get  modern  machinery  and  other  up-to-date  implements 
for  farm  use.  In  speaking  of  him  most  reverently  many  times  he  and  I  would 
sit  up  until  way  late  in  the  night  and  discuss  some  of  the  things  that  we  did  in 
our  younger  days  getting  much  laughter  out  of  it.  I  do  particularly  want  to  speak 
of  his  horse-trading  back  in  the  horse  and  buggy  days  in  which  he  was  a  wizzard. 
I  think  he  beat  everybody  in  that  country  in  trading  horses. 

He  probably  inherited  that  technique  from  our  grandfather,  John  Nichols, 
who  was  a  fine  horse  trader  as  you  no  doubt  have  learned  in  my  writing  of  him. 
I  do  want  to  reveal  some  of  the  trades  that  John  and  I  have  talked  and  laughed 
about  many  times.  One  in  particular,  our  grandfather  gave  him  an  old  mule  that 
was  probably  about  20  or  25  years  old.  John  brought  him  home  and  fattened  him 
up  real  good  and  got  on  a  trade  with  Charles  Roberts  for  the  mule,  and  in  fact  he 
probably  skinned  this  man  in  more  horse  trades  than  any  other  individual  in 
Jefferson  County.  They  finally  traded,  John  getting  $15.00  for  the  mule  and 
Charles  boasting  that  he  had  got  $35.00  for  worse  mules  than  that.  Some  time 
later  when  Charles  couldn’t  trade  the  mule  or  hardly  give  him  away,  he  was  back 
after  John  to  make  a  trade.  This  trade  included  that  same  mule  plus  another  horse 
and  after  the  deal  was  made  John  told  Charles  Roberts  just  to  make  the  check 
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out  for  $5.00  more  and  take  the  mule  back.  On  another  occasion  John  didn’t  admit 
it,  but  there  is  some  evidence  that  he  used  a  little  brown  paint  brush  to  paint 
up  the  grey  airs  around  the  old  mule’s  eyes  and  it  made  a  pretty  good  trade  for 
him.  On  another  occasion  I  recall  be  bought  a  little  mule  up  at  Morristown,  Tenn., 
brought  him  home,  cleaned  him  up  in  good  shape  and  he  looked  like  a  fine  mule. 
This  same  Charles  Roberts  came  around  and  wanted  to  trade  and  told  John  that 
was  a  fine  looking  mule,  what  would  he  take  for  it.^  John  gave  him  a  price  and 
a  good  one  and  after  the  deal  was  made  John  told  Charley  how  to  keep  him 
good  and  slick  and  fat. 

On  another  occasion  which  1  always  got  a  big  kick  out  of,  he  had  bought  a 
sileage  chopper  and  it  was  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind  in  that  community.  A  big 
farmer  from  White  Pine,  Tenn.,  a  few  miles  from  his  home,  whom  he  knew  well, 
made  a  contract  with  John  to  chop  and  fill  the  silos  with  the  new  equipment. 
This  man  was  one  of  the  wealthy  farmers  and  his  wife  of  Jefferson  County,  was 
just  a  little  uppish.  When  John  took  his  machinery  up  to  their  home,  they  asked 
him  what  time  he  wanted  breakfast,  as  they  were  going  to  stay  at  a  little  hotel  in 
White  Pine.  John  answered  about  5  a.m.  The  next  morning  at  5  a.m.  they  came 
in,  sat  down  at  the  table,  and  the  farmer’s  wife  said  to  John,  how  would  you  like 
your  eggs,  Mr.  Cox.^  John  says  never  mind  the  eggs.  I’ll  just  take  the  gravy.  Well, 
the  lady  flustered  around  a  little  and  hadn’t  made  any  but  she  went  ahead  and 
made  gravy  for  John.  Years  after  that,  every  time  I  would  go  home,  I  would  call 
John  and  tell  him  I  would  just  take  my  bowl  of  gravy  and  he  always  got  a  big 
kick  out  of  it.  I  wish  I  had  the  time  and  space  to  write  much  about  my  cousin 
John  Cox,  but  I  haven’t.  Needless  to  say  that  he  is  a  fine  man  and  a  good  Christian. 

I  do  want  to  write  a  few  words  about  John’s  wife,  Mary  Slaton  Cox,  one  of  the 
finest.  She  is  one  of  the  finest  women  I  have  ever  known,  good,  conscientious, 
hard  working  and  kind.  You  could  never  go  to  their  home  without  a  real  welcome. 
Next  to  my  mother,  Mary  Slaton  Cox  could  bake  the  finest  biscuits  ( I  don’t  mean 
this  self-rising  stuff  either)  that  I  have  ever  eaten.  John  and  Mary  were  married 
around  1908.  The  now  living  children  are  as  follows:  Mildred,  Hazel,  Dorothy, 
Ethel,  Vern  and  Fern  (twins). 

Mildred,  oldest  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Slaton  Cox,  has  a  disposition  much 
like  the  Nichols.  She  enjoys  a  good  hearty  laugh  about  as  well  as  anyone  I  know. 
Mildred  married  Lloyd  Miller.  He  is  a  very  good  man  and  a  fine  farmer,  one  of 
his  chief  crops  is  raising  tobacco.  Lloyd  and  Mildred  have  five  children,  namely, 
Lois,  Mabel,  Majorie,  Janice  and  Vivian. 

Lois,  oldest  daughter  of  Lloyd  and  Mildred  Cox  Miller,  married  John  F.  Brown. 
He  at  present  is  the  sheriff  of  Jefferson  County.  This  is  his  second  term  and  he 
made  such  a  good  sheriff  in  his  first  term  that  no  one  ran  against  him  in  his 
second  term.  He  is  a  fine  upstanding  man.  Lois  and  John  have  four  children, 
namely,  John,  Jr.,  Linda  and  the  twins  Sammy  and  D:.nny.  John  Brown  had  an 
outstanding  war  record  in  World  War  11. 

Mabel,  second  daughter  of  Lloyd  and  Mildred  Cox  Miller,  married  Edgar  Kyte. 
He  is  a  fine  baker  and  they  have  owned  several  fine  bakeries  through  East  Tennes¬ 
see.  He  was  also  in  World  War  11.  They  have  three  children,  namely,  twins  Tim¬ 
othy  and  Edward,  and  Susan.  A  year  or  so  ago  the  two  seemed  not  to  make  it  too 
well  and  Mabel  divorced  him  in  1957.  She  and  her  children  are  now  living  with 
her  parents.  Mabel  is  now  employed  by  a  large  bakery  concern  in  Knoxville. 
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Marjorie,  third  daughter  of  Lloyd  and  Mildred  Cox  Miller,  married  Bobbie 
Sams  from  White  Pine,  Tenn.  Marjorie  works  as  a  telephone  operator  in  Morris¬ 
town,  Tenn.  Bobbie  is  employed  in  the  post  office  at  Dandridge.  Marjorie  and 
Bobbie  have  no  children. 

Lloyd  and  Mildred  Cox  Miller’s  other  two  children,  Janice  and  Vivian  are 
not  married  at  this  time. 

Hazel,  second  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Slaton  Cox,  is  tmthfully  one  of  the 
finest  girls  of  East  Tennessee.  She  never  married.  A  fine  business  woman  and 
truly  you  could  call  her  the  Miss  Milkmaid  of  Tennessee,  if  not  the  entire 
Jnited  States.  They  have  a  large  dairy  farm  and  many  dairy  cows  and  for  a  good 
number  of  years  since  her  father’s  health  has  been  bad.  Hazel  has  managed  to  a 
large  extent  the  dairy  farm.  She  is  much  like  my  oldest  brother  John.  They  both 
were  very  thrifty  and  John  Cox  and  I  might  call  her  a  little  stingy.  She  is  a  fine 
Christian  woman  and  she  and  her  father  and  mother  (John  and  Mary  Cox)  help 
keep  up  some  missions  in  Africa  as  well  as  being  strong  supporters  of  their  own 
church  there  near  their  home.  I  can  only  say  this  about  Hazel,  she  is  one  of  the  best. 

Dorothy,  third  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Slaton  Cox,  is  quite  a  gal.  She  is 
quite  a  talker,  when  she  and  I  get  together  we  really  have  a  talk-fest.  Dorothy’s 
first  marriage  was  to  Conley  Caton.  They  had  two  children,  Barbara  and  Mary  Lou. 
Barbara  married  Bill  Clark  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  who  is  a  career  man  in  the  United 
States  Navy.  They  have  one  child,  but  at  this  time  I  do  not  know  what  its  name  is. 
A  few  years  after  Dorothy  divorced  her  first  husband  she  married  Lynn  Blackburn 
from  Knoxville,  Tenn.  He  is  a  fine  man.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born, 
namely  Lynn  Jr.  and  John.  They  now  reside  in  Jefferson  County  near 
Dandridge,  Tenn. 

Ethel,  fourth  living  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Slaton  Cox,  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  fine  girls  that  has  ever  been  my  privilege  to  know.  She  is  a  typical 
Nichols  in  stature.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Carson -Newman  College  in  Jefferson  City, 
Tenn.  She  taught  school  two  or  three  years  in  Washington,  D.  C.  She  married 
Dr.  James  De  Lozier,  a  fine  physician  from  Sevier  County,  Tennessee.  To  this 
union  four  children  were  born,  namely,  Marie,  Andrea,  Cynthia  and  James,  Jr. 
They  now  reside  in  California. 

Vern,  the  only  living  son  of  John  and  Mary  Slaton  Cox,  was  a  twin  to  Fern. 
He  has  always  been  more  or  less  a  businesslike  man  instead  of  a  farmer.  He  never 
cared  too  much  for  the  farm  and  was  in  the  trucking  business.  Also,  for  quite  a 
few  years  he  would  go  into  Indiana  and  Illinois  and  buy  up  used  farm  machinery 
and  bring  it  into  Tennessee  and  sell  it.  He  married  Effie  Walker  who  at  the 
time  of  their  marriage  her  father  was  the  Sheriff  of  Jefferson  County.  They  have 
two  children,  namely,  Mary  Louise,  and  David. 

Fern,  twin  of  Vern,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Slaton  Cox,  is  a  very  fine 
girl  and  in  disposition  much  like  her  mother.  She  married  Victor  Sherrod  who  is 
one  of  the  nicest  young  men  that  I  know  in  that  area.  They  have  four  children, 
namely.  Dale,  the  twins  Jane  and  Jean,  and  Paul.  Victor  works  at  the  Atomic  Bomb 
Plant  in  Oakridge,  Tenn.,  and  they  live  in  that  area  near  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Before  leaving  the  family  of  John  and  Mary  Slaton  Cox,  their  third  child  whose 
name  was  Ann,  died  when  she  was  four  or  five  years  old.  I  remember  her  so 
vividly,  her  beautiful  face  and  the  most  beautiful  eyes  on  any  child  that  I  have 
ever  seen  and  as  I  remember  her,  she  had  such  a  fine  and  sweet  disposition.  As 
long  as  I  live,  it  will  always  be  a  fond  memory  to  remember  little  Ann. 
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Ethel  Cox  Harrison,  third  child  of  George  and  Loretta  Nichols  Cox.  Ethel 
is  a  little  different  dispositioned  than  her  sister  Minnie.  She  is  very  mild 
mannered  with  one  of  the  nicest  dispositions  of  any  one  I  have  ever  known.  She  is 
very  much  like  her  father  Uncle  George  Cox,  taking  things  as  they  came  in  stride 
and  smiling  along  with  the  bad  as  well  as  the  good.  She  is  a  lovely  alto  singer 
and  one  of  my  fondest  memories  of  her  and  her  sister  Minnie  singing  duets  when 
I  would  be  visiting  them  as  a  small  boy.  She  married  Daniel  Harrison  Aug.  24, 
1908,  he  was  a  local  boy  of  Jefferson  County  and  managed  our  grandfather’s  store 
that  was  located  near  her  home.  Dan  was  a  fine  man,  he  farmed  in  Jefferson 
County  for  a  few  years  after  they  were  married,  then  moved  to  Morristown,  Tenn! 
There  they  raised  quite  a  large  family.  Several  years  ago  Dan’s  health  became 
impaired  and  he  had  a  stroke  and  was  a  semi -invalid  for  a  good  many  years  but 
with  all  of  this  neither  he  nor  Ethel  would  complain.  I  remember  very  well  the 
last  time  I  saw  Dan.  I  visited  their  home  and  he  had  a  fine  garden  of  flowers  and 
vegetables.  Even  though  handicapped  he  kept  smiling.  He  died  a  few  years  ago 
and  is  buried  in  the  Morristown  Cemetery. 

Ethel  and  Dan  had  eight  children,  namely,  Amos,  George,  Turner,  Lucille, 
Frank  and  Cora  (twins),  Helen  and  Margaret. 

Amos  I  believe  is  in  the  freight  business.  He  married  Lucille  Jones.  They 
have  four  children,  namely,  Robert,  Daniel,  William  and  Amos,  Jr. 

Daniel,  second  son  of  Amos,  married  Ann  Bryan.  They  have  one  child,  Michael 
Bryan.  William,  the  third  son  of  Amos  and  Lucille  Jones  Harrison,  is  married  to 
Ann  Bales.  No  children  at  this  writing.  Amos’  other  children  are  not  married 
at  this  time. 

George,  second  son  of  Dan  and  Ethel  Cox  Harrison,  married  Viola  Cameron. 
They  have  five  children,  namely,  Rochelle,  Porter,  Jane,  Richard  and  John.  None 
of  these  children  are  married  at  this  writing. 

Turner,  third  son  of  Dan  and  Ethel  Cox  Harrison  married  Reba  Pots.  They 
have  one  child,  namely,  Wanda. 

Lucille,  oldest  daughter  of  Dan  and  Ethel  Cox  Harrison,  married  Mack  Biddle 
of  Morristown,  Tenn.  They  have  one  child,  namely,  Charles  Eugene. 

Frank,  twin  to  Cora,  son  of  Dan  and  Ethel  Cox  Harrison,  married  Mary 
Hazelwood.  They  have  three  children,  namely,  Deanie,  Phyllis  and  Sandra.  Cora 
the  other  twin,  married  John  Williams  of  Knoxville.  They  have  two  children, 
John,  Jr.  and  Frank  H. 

Helen,  seventh  child  of  Dan  and  Ethel  Cox  Harrison,  married  George  B. 
Johnson.  They  have  one  son,  Stanley. 

Margaret,  eighth  child  of  Dan  and  Ethel  Cox  Harrison,  is  not  married  at  this 
time.  She  is  credit  manager  of  Sears  and  Roebuck  in  Morristown,  Tenn.,  and  lives 
at  home  with  her  mother. 

RUBY  COX  BRYAN 

Ruby,  fourth  child  of  George  and  Loretta  Nichols  Cox  was  about  one  year 
younger  than  myself.  She  was  a  fine  pianist  and  as  I  remember  her  when  visiting 
there,  especially  when  her  brother  and  sisters,  John,  Minnie  and  Ethel  had  married. 
In  the  evening  she  played  the  piano  and  the  guitar  and  we  would  sing,  especially 
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hymns.  Her  father,  my  Uncle  George,  always  was  delighted  in  hearing  her  and  I 
sing  and  play.  She  taught  school  for  a  few  years,  then  married  a  young  man  froni 
Jefferson  County  by  the  name  of  Emmert  Bryan.  W^hen  World  War  I  came  along 
he  and  Ruby  went  to  Virginia  where  he  worked  as  a  ship  builder  until  the  war 
was  over.  He  later  returned  to  Morrison,  Tennessee  where  he  worked  as  a  cabinet 
maker.  Ruby  died  in  1925  and  is  buried  at  W^esleys  Chapel  in  Jefferson  County. 
Ruby  left  three  small  children,  namely.  Jack,  Lena  Maud  and  Robert.  Emmert, 
after  trying  to  keep  his  little  family  together,  in  a  few  years  after  Ruby  s  death 
married  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Kate  Nottingham,  re-establishing  his  little  home 
again.  Emmert  and  Kate  have  one  daughter  of  their  own.  Her  name  is  Bonnie  Joe. 

Jack,  the  oldest  child  of  Emmert  and  Ruby  Cox  Bryan,  is  a  great  fellow  and  I 
could  write  much  about  him.  I  will  put  this  incident  in.  His  grandmother,  my 
Aunt  Loretta  Nichols  Cox,  came  to  visit  me  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  about  1939. 
Jack  slipped  away  from  home  and  hitch-hiked  to  Cleveland  from  Tennessee,  about 
three  weeks  after  his  grandmother  came  to  visit  us.  He  found  employment  here  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  worked  until  the  beginning  of  World  War  II.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  and  spent  five  years  serving  his  country 
with  a  fine  record.  I  personally  am  very  proud  of  Jack.  He  married  a  girl  by 
the  name  of  Florence  Brown.  They  have  four  children,  namely,  Joseph  W.,  James, 
Phillip  T.  and  Jackie  S. 

Lena  Maud,  second  child  of  Emmert  and  Ruby  Cox  Bryan,  is  typical  in  stature 
of  the  Nichols  women  folk,  small  and  petite  and  eyes  which  are  so  typical  of  the 
Nichols  women  folk.  She  married  L.  C.  Truan,  Jr.  They  have  three  children, 
namely,  Nancy,  Charles  and  Martha. 

Robert,  third  child  of  Emmert  and  Ruby  Cox  Bryan,  is  a  fine  young  man.  He 
served  in  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  in  World  War  II  with  a  fine  record. 
He  is  now  employed  as  an  accountant  by  a  firm  located  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  He 
married  Ruth  Peters  from  Oakridge,  Tenn.  They  have  three  children,  namely, 
Jerry,  Darrel  and  Priscilla. 

Robert  McKinley  Cox,  youngest  son  of  George  and  Loretta  Nichols  Cox.  I  do 
not  know  too  much  about  Robert  as  I  left  Tennessee  and  was  in  the  north  all 
during  his  childhood  and  young  manhood.  I  would  see  him  along  with  the  others 
when  I  visited  there.  My  son  Wyatt  McKinley  Nichols,  Jr.  and  Robert  resembled 
each  other  very  much  in  looks  as  they  were  both  fair  and  carried  their  baby  faces 
even  after  they  were  young  men.  Robert  farmed  with  his  folks  and  was  very 
quiet  and  never  had  too  much  to  say.  His  untimely  death  as  a  young  man  was  a 
shock  to  all  of  us  and  he  is  buried  at  Wesley’s  Chapel  where  the  rest  of  his 
immediate  family  is  buried. 

ROBERT  RUSSELL  WYATT  NICHOLS 
(MY  FATHER) 

Robert  Russell  Wyatt  Nichols  was  born  in  Sevierville,  Tenn.,  Oct.  12,  1872, 
second  child  of  John  and  Martha  (Reneau)  Nichols.  When  just  a  babe  in  arms 
his  mother  took  him  and  his  older  sister  Loretta  to  Missouri  where  their  father 
had  gone  to  work,  a  short  time  previously.  There  were  other  Nichols’  in  that 
Missouri  Area.  However,  the  climate  and  the  chills  affected  his  mother  and  older 
sister  so  badly  they  had  to  return  to  Tennessee,  when  my  father  was  still  very  small. 

My  father  attended  the  local  schools  in  and  around  the  Sandy  Ridge  and 
Muddy  Creek  Area  and  while  attending  the  school  that  was  taught  by  one  of  my 
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Uncles  on  my  Mother’s  side,  my  mother  attended  the  same  school  and  that  is 
where  my  father  met  my  mother.  They  were  married  when  they  were  18  years  old. 

You  will  find  that  I  have  stated  in  my  mother’s  background,  they  moved  up 
in  what  was  known  as  the  Knobs  in  a  log  cabin  where  my  two  older  brothers 
were  born,  namely  John  and  Ralph.  A  few  years  later  he  took  over  the  County 
Ferry  across  the  French  Broad  River  at  Dandridge,  Tenn.,  County  Seat  of  Jefferson 
County.  They  also  ran  a  small  hotel  for  pupils  and  teachers  of  Maury  Academy 
that  was  located  in  that  town;  here  I  was  born.  Many  times  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer  when  the  river  would  be  high  from  much  rain,  sand  bars  would 
sometimes  be  found  in  the  direct  lane  of  the  Ferry  that  my  father  operated;  he 
kept  a  long  iron  pipe  on  the  boat  to  keep  the  boat  off  those  bars.  While  crossing 
the  river  on  the  Ferry,  the  pipe  that  he  used  was  bent  a  little  and  he  placed  it 
under  the  wheel  of  the  boat  to  try  to  straighten  it,  but  it  broke  and  hit  him  in 
the  head  and  knocked  him  out  into  the  river.  He  went  under  the  boat  and  swam 
to  within  8  ft.  of  the  bank  and  then  became  unconscious  and  drowned. 

I  have  been  told  by  near  relatives  and  by  many  of  his  friends  that  he  was 
one  of  the  finest  young  men  that  they  had  in  that  community  and  many  people 
have  told  me  he  was  one  of  the  finest  tenor  singers  in  Jefferson  County.  He 
did  not  drink  or  use  tobacco  in  any  way.  In  all  the  people  I  have  ever  met  that 
knew  him,  I  have  never  found  one  that  disliked  him.  He  was  originally  buried 
at  the  Old  Muddy  Creek  Cemetery  where  most  of  his  relatives  were  buried  at  that 
time,  but  when  the  Douglas  McArthur  Dam  was  built  across  the  French  Broad 
River,  just  a  few  miles  from  that  cemetery,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Federal 
Government  to  remove  all  the  bodies.  My  brother  and  sister  and  myself  decided 
we  would  have  the  body  of  our  father  taken  over  to  the  old  Fox  Cemetery  where 
all  of  my  mother’s  people  are  buried  and  my  oldest  brother,  and  where  my  mother 
expects  to  be  buried. 

In  summing  up  about  my  father,  he  died  too  early  to  make  his  mark  in  life, 
but  he  left  his  kindness  and  fineness  in  many  of  us  that  consider  it  a  privilege 
to  be  a  child,  grandchild  or  great  grandchild  of  his. 

SARAH  LOUISA  IDA  (McANDREWS)  NICHOLS 

(MY  MOTHER) 

My  mother  was  born  July  28,  1872  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  Co,,  Tennessee. 
She  was  the  sixth  child  of  Joseph  and  Louisa  McAndrew;  they  named  her  Sarah 
Louisa  Ida.  Her  early  life  was  the  average  one  for  a  child  on  the  farm,  doing  little 
chores  and  going  to  school.  As  she  grew  older  some  of  her  chores  were  to  go 
after  the  Geese,  Cattle  and  Sheep  from  the  pastures. 

One  of  my  Grandmother’s  brothers  and  wife  died  from  the  effects  of  the 
German  Measles,  leaving  three  children,  two  boys  and  one  girl.  My  Grandparents 
took  the  two  boys,  raised  them;  grandmother’s  brother  reared  the  girl.  Mother’s 
older  brother,  John,  and  the  older  of  the  two  boys,  William  Eox,  did  most  of  the 
farming  after  Grandfather’s  death  and  the  two  oldest  sons  had  married.  It  seems 
they  would  fight  every  time  they  went  to  the  fields.  My  Grandmother  would  send 
my  mother  to  the  fields  with  them  to  keep  them  from  fighting.  I  guess  she  used 
the  hoe  handle  on  both  of  them. 

On  another  occasion  when  mother  was  about  eleven  or  twelve  years  old,  her 
oldest  brother,  George,  was  teaching  near  Grandmother’s  home;  he  and  his  wife 
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were  staying  there  (his  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Zura  Thornton).  It  seems  as  if 
his  wife  dipped  a  little  snuff;  on  this  day  she  was  out.  She  sent  my  mother  to  the 
store  about  a  mile  away,  promised  her  the  little  ring  that  came  in  the  snuff  box. 
( The  store  my  mother  went  to  belonged  to  my  Grandmother  s  brother,  Carroll 
Fox.)  On  her  way  back  from  the  store,  mother  opened  the  Snuff  Box  to  get  her 
little  ring  and  decided  to  try  a  pinch  of  it.  She  did  not  make  it  back  home,  just  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  hill  below  the  house;  she  became  so  sick  her  sisters  had  to 
carry  her  to  the  house.  Needless  to  say,  she  never  touched  snuff  or  tobacco  again. 
When  mother  was  14  or  15  years  old,  her  brother  George  was  teaching  at  a  school 
at  a  place  called  Sandy  Ridge,  a  few  miles  from  her  home.  There  she  met  my 
father,  Wyatt  Nichols;  he  was  also  going  to  school  there.  They  became  school  day 
sweethearts  and  when  they  were  18  years  old,  planned  to  get  married.  They  set 
the  Wedding  Date  but  it  seems  that  my  father  had  an  argument  with  his  step¬ 
father.  He  came  to  mother’s  home  two  weeks  before  the  wedding  and  asked 
mother  and  her  folks  if  they  could  get  married  right  away.  That  was  alright  with 
mother,  except  she  had  not  bought  her  wedding  shoes.  Over  the  hill  she  went  to 
the  Fox  Store,  got  her  shoes  and  they  were  married — this  was  in  1890. 

They  moved  to  a  Log  Cabin  in  a  community  called  the  Knobs,  where  he  farmed. 
In  this  log  cabin  my  two  older  brothers  were  born,  namely,  John  and  Ralph. 
They  moved  from  the  farm  to  Dandridge,  the  county  seat  of  Jefferson  County; 
here  my  father  operated  the  County  Ferry  on  the  French  Broad  River.  They  also 
had  a  small  Hotel,  chiefly  for  teachers  and  pupils  of  Maury  Academy,  that  was 
located  there.  Their  home  was  called  the  Hedrick’s  House;  it  was  a  beautiful 
English  Colonial  Home — it  was  here  I  was  born.  The  home  is  now  being  used 
by  the  American  Legion  and  Social  and  Welfare  Organizations  for  the  County. 

My  father  was  drowned  while  operating  the  Ferry.  Mother  then  moved  back 
to  the  old  home  on  the  farm — here  my  sister  was  born  and  all  of  us  were  reared. 

There  are  a  million  fine  things  I  could  write  about  my  mother  but  will  touch 
on  just  a  few  of  them. 

I  was  just  a  baby  when  my  father  drowned. 

I  was  about  eight  or  nine  years  old  when  mother’s  brother  died  in  Texas.  The 
four  children  by  his  first  wife,  who  had  died  several  years  before,  were  brought 
back  to  our  home.  Here  we  were  all  reared  together  and  with  mother’s  guiding 
hand  at  the  Helm  came  through  in  good  shape. 

Two  of  the  boys  became  teachers;  one  was  outstanding  and  he  later  became 
Superintendent  of  Schools  in  our  Home  County.  He  is  now  with  the  United  States 
Customs  in  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

My  two  brothers  and  I  served  in  World  War  I;  also,  mother’s  three  nephews 
that  she  had  a  major  portion  in  rearing  served  in  that  War.  After  the  War 
was  over,  most  of  us  scattered  to  different  parts  of  the  Country,  returning  three 
or  four  times  a  year  to  the  old  Homestead  and  Mother.  My  brother,  John,  decided 
on  a  Military  Career  and  returned  to  the  Army.  After  serving  about  twelve  years 
he  lost  his  health  and  returned  home.  With  mother’s  tender  care  he  lived  quite 
a  few  years. 

At  this  time  my  mother  is  living  at  my  brother’s  home  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
She  spends  a  portion  of  each  year  at  her  old  home  where  she  was  born  and  spent" 
most  of  her  life,  as  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  belongs  to  us.  Mother  will 
be  86  years  old,  July  28th  of  this  year.  This  is  being  written  March  15,  1958. 
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John  L  Nichols,  oldest  son  of  my  parents  Wyatt  and  Ida  (McAndrew) 
Nichols,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  in  or  near  a  community  called  the  Knobs,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  Tennessee.  He  showed  remarkable  intelligence  at  a  very  early  age, 
even  learning  his  letters  from  a  flour  sack  that  mother  kept  behind  the  stove  when 
he  was  only  two  or  three  years  old. 

When  John  was  small  and  my  brother  Ralph  was  just  a  baby  our  parents 
moved  to  Dandridge,  Tennessee.  Here  our  father  operated  the  County  Ferry  Boat 
across  the  French  Broad  River.  John  showed  early  aptitude  for  mathematics  and 
electrical  science.  After  our  father  s  death  by  drowning,  mother  took  us  and  went 
back  to  the  farm  where  she  had  been  born  and  reared.  There  my  brother  John 
went  to  school.  He  was  exceptionally  bright  in  school  and  taught  the  children  that 
went  to  the  same  school  that  were  more  than  twice  his  age.  He  made  great 
strides,  especially  in  mathematics  and  electrical  science  and  at  the  age  of  12  or  13 
he  got  a  job  with  the  Peoples  Telephone  Company  where  he  was  the  night 
operator  and  went  to  school  in  the  day  time.  One  amusing  incident  happened  in 
his  school  work  that  I  must  repeat  as  I  have  oft-times  gotten  a  chuckle  out  of  it. 
The  principal  of  the  school  may  have  been  a  good  principal  and  a  good  teacher  in 
some  fields  but  not  in  mathematics.  In  teaching  algebra  to  his  class  in  which  my 
brother  was  a  student,  he  had  a  key.  In  other  words  a  supplement  book  that 

showed  how  to  solve  every  problem  in  the  text  book.  Some  of  the  students  knew 

this  and  swiped  the  book  and  hid  it  and  hence  he  was  completely  lost  in  the 

algebra  class.  My  brother  was  the  youngest  in  the  class  but  perhaps  the  most 

brilliant,  especially  in  mathematics  so  the  principal  would  go  down  to  the  telephone 
office  every  evening  and  get  my  brother  to  help  him  solve  the  problems  for  the 
following  day.  I  always  got  a  big  kick  out  of  my  brother  telling  this,  years 
after  our  school  days. 

After  finishing  school  he  worked  in  a  hardware  store  in  Dandridge  and  later 
managed  my  grandfather  s  country  store  where  they  sold  everything  from  knitting 
needles  to  locomotives.  At  the  age  of  17,  an  uncle  of  ours.  Dr.  J.  A.  P.  Shields,  M.D. 
was  physician  for  the  New  River  Lumber  Company  located  in  Scott  County.  John 
went  there  and  in  not  too  long  a  time  was  lumber  inspector.  After  staying  there 
a  few  years  he  returned  to  our  home.  Shortly  thereafter  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Here  he  took  a  position  in  the  engineering  department  of  the  Cincinnati  Ball  and 
Crank  Company. 

Before  going  any  further  with  my  brother  John’s  life,  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
comments  of  my  own.  As  to  his  character,  he  was  from  childhood  and  as  far  back 
as  1  can  remember  always  business  like,  fair  minded  and  thought  of  his  brothers 
and  sister’s  well  being.  He  used  to  bring  my  brother  Ralph  and  I  baseballs,  gloves, 
bats  and  fish  hooks  and  my  sister  Daisy,  nice  clothes.  I  never  knew  him  to  spend 
a  nickel  foolishly.  He  bought  the  best  of  clothes.  He  might  have  been  termed  a 
little  bit  stingy  when  it  came  to  finances.  I  also  want  to  state  here  that  he  was 
the  greatest  mathematician  I  have  ever  known  and  if  the  opportunity  had  been 
afforded  him  he  would  no  doubt  have  made  one  of  the  great  scientists  of  our  time. 
As  an  example,  he  taught  himself  telegraphy,  Morse  code,  and  made  himself  a 
sending  and  receiving  set  at  about  the  age  of  15.  He  taught  himself  trigonometry 
and  calculus  and  in  later  years  taught  that  in  the  United  States  Army  Air  and 
Signal  Corps. 

There  are  many  fine  and  admirable  things  I  could  say  about  my  brother  John 
and  those  that  knew  him  could  attest  to  his  brilliance  and  his  fine  manhood 
as  well  as  myself. 
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Before  returning  to  the  story  of  his  life,  one  other  incident  that  amus^  many 
of  the  folks  of  Dandridge,  all  of  whom  were  very  fond  of  him  and  called  him  little 
Johnny  Nichols.  This  incident  occurred  when  Dr.  Cook  and  Dr.  Perry  were  having 
a  race  to  the  North  Pole.  Dr.  Cook  was  greatly  admired  by  our  brother  John  and 
when  Dr.  Cook  said  he  had  reached  the  North  Pole  my  brother  was  jubilant.  But, 
after  he  had  learned  that  he  never  reached  there  at  all  and  that  Perry  had  beat 
him,  many  of  the  older  folks  really  kidded  him. 

Now  back  to  John’s  life. 

I  had  come  back  from  the  Mexican  Border  Service  in  1916  and  early  1917 
and  was  held  in  Reserve  for  Army  Duty  and  while  in  that  status,  joined  my 
brother  in  Cincinnati.  It  was  not  many  months  thereafter  that  World  War  I  was 
declared  between  our  country  and  Germany.  My  brother  John  enlisted  in  the 
communications  department  in  the  37th  Division.  While  in  the  service  he  was 
gassed  and  had  some  shrapnel  wounds,  but  not  too  badly.  After  serving  with  honor 
and  distinction  his  division  returned  home,  and  after  John  visited  our  home  in 
Tennessee  for  a  short  time,  he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  back  to  his  old  position. 
However,  he  did  not  seem  content  and  was  given  an  opportunity  to  return  to  the 
service  in  the  Signal  Corps  and  he  took  it  with  the  intention  of  making  a  military 
career  of  his  life.  He  traveled  considerably  over  the  country,  helping  to  establish 
weather  bureaus  and  other  signal  devices  for  the  Army  Signal  Corps  and  Air  Force. 
After  12  years  of  service  his  health  became  impaired.  He  returned  home  spending 
considerable  time  in  veterans  hospitals  and  our  home.  He  died  Dec.  24,  1938.  He 
is  buried  at  the  Fox  Cemetery  where  our  father  and  so  many  of  our  mother’s 
people  are  buried. 

He  never  married. 

Ralph  Nichols,  second  child  of  Wyatt  and  Ida  (McAndrew)  Nichols,  was 
born  Oct.  22,  1894,  in  a  Log  Cabin  in  a  community  called  the  Knobs,  Jefferson 
County,  Tennessee.  I  could  write  a  book  about  this  fellow  and  not  tell  the  half 
of  it. 

We  were  reared  on  the  McAndrew  Farm,  my  mother’s  old  home,  and  as  a 
child  went  to  school  and  did  the  average  chores  around  the  farm.  One  of  the  things 
I  vividly  recall  about  him  that  was  almost  fatal;  an  Uncle  of  ours  was  visiting 
us,  and  in  taking  the  horses  to  water,  the  horse  my  brother  was  riding  slipped 
and  fell  into  a  Gully,  pinning  my  brother  down.  It  was  hours  before  we  could  release 
him;  he  had  a  broken  leg  and  other  bruises,  but  in  no  time  he  was  able  to  run, 
jump  and  play  again  as  usual. 

He  and  I  raised  some  pretty  fine  crops  there  on  the  farm,  even  at  a  young 
age.  I  can  remember  when  he  was  too  small  to  hold  a  plow  handle  and  the  line 
of  the  horse,  and  therefore  I  would  ride  the  horse  and  he  would  hold  the  plow. 
When  we  would  be  plowing  corn  I  also  remember  quite  vividly  that  down  in  out 
back  meadows,  along  a  large  creek,  we  went  to  fish  quite  a  bit.  And  he  was  great  to 
go  into  the  water  and  get  under  the  rocks  with  his  hands  and  holes  in  the  water  and 
catch  fish,  especially  if  he  had  seen  them  come  in  there.  One  time  we  were  fishing 
and  he  was  putting  his  hands  under  the  rocks  and  he  pulled  out  a  snake.  That 
broke  him  from  sticking  his  hands  in  the  holes  for  a  long  time. 

He  was  especially  very  fine  in  school  and  he  had  a  generally  rounded  education 
j»nd  at  the  age  of  17  taught  his  first  school.  The  following  year  at  age  18  he  was 
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teaching  at  a  school  in  Jefferson  County  called  Alley’s  school.  It  was  reported  to 
be  a  school  with  students  that  were  pretty  rough  on  the  teachers.  Bear  in  mind 
this  is  a  one-room  school  house  with  about  62  pupils.  Not  too  many  months  after 
he  had  started  his  school  there,  with  about  one-third  of  the  children  older  than  he, 
one  particular  girl  had  been  throwing  chalk,  pebbles  and  anything  she  could  get 
a  hold  of,  every  time  he  turned  his  back  to  the  blackboard  This  went  on  for 
several  days  and  finally  he  caught  her  in  the  act  of  throwing.  After  asking  her  to 
come  around  to  the  front  of  the  room,  she  declined;  he  grabbed  the  pointer  that 
was  used  by  the  small  children  for  their  chart  lesson,  and  started  back  after  her. 
When  he  got  within  a  few  feet  of  her,  she  threw  a  book  at  him  and  he  made 
one  leap  and  came  down  across  her  back  with  that  pointer  and  whipped  her  all 
the  way  to  the  front  of  the  room,  and  bear  in  mind  that  she  was  older  than  he. 
She  ran  home  and  the  next  morning  her  father  and  uncles  sent  word  to  my 
brother  they  were  going  to  get  him  and  scalp  him.  He  immediately  called  our 
cousin,  who  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  in  Jefferson  County,  by  the  name 
of  Patterson.  Mr.  Patterson  told  him  to  stand  his  ground  and  that  one  or  two  of 
the  board  members  would  be  there  the  next  day.  The  next  day  at  noon  time  the 
girl’s  father  and  uncle  arrived  in  force  on  horseback  and  muleback.  About  the 
time  they  arrived,  the  members  of  the  school  board  dropped  by  and  Mr.  Patterson 
told  them  that  if  they  as  much  as  touched  one  hair  on  that  boy’s  head  they  would 
go  to  the  Penitentiary  for  life.  Needless  to  say,  he  had  a  fine  school  the  rest  of 
the  season.  The  girl  came  back  to  school  and  to  make  this  little  incident  complete, 
our  cousin,  Minnie  Cox  Slaten’s  daughter,  married  a  relative  of  this  girl. 

Ralph  later  attended  the  University  of  Tennessee  and  the  following  year  took 
a  teaching  position  with  the  Knox  County  Industrial  School  in  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
now  called  the  John  Tarleton  School.  He  remained  there  until  World  War  I. 

One  week  after  War  was  declared  in  1917  he  walked  out  of  the  classroom 
and  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Marines.  His  regiment  was  one  of  the  first  American  Units 
to  arrive  in  France,  in  July,  1917. 

He  had  a  brilliant  record  and  was  decorated  numerous  times  by  both  the 
French  and  American  Government. 

After  returning  home  he  could  not  do  much  for  a  year  or  so  until  he  could 
regain  some  of  his  health  back,  then  he  went  back  where  he  had  formerly  taught 
at  the  Knox  County  Industrial  School  and  while  there  he  met  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lett,  who  was  Principal  of  the  school  at  that  time,  and  they  later  were  married. 
It  is  perhaps  fitting  and  proper  that  later  he  became  Superintendent  of  the  same 
school  which  now  has  changed  its  name  to  John  Tarleton  School.  He  stayed  there 
four  years,  then  returned  to  his  farm  just  outside  of  Knoxville,  where  he  now  resides. 

Ralph  and  Elizabeth  had  one  child,  namely,  William  Ralph,  Jr. 

I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  about  Ralph’s  wife,  Elizabeth  Lett  Nichols. 
Born  on  a  farm  in  Knox  County,  Tenn.,  a  few  miles  out  of  Knoxville,  the  oldest 
child  of  her  family,  she  worked  hard  there  on  the  farm.  Especially  in  strawberry 
picking  time,  as  in  the  area  where  she  was  raised  was  quite  a  strawberry  country, 
and  I  am  sure  she  is  one  of  the  best  pickers  in  that  area. 

After  finishing  High  School,  she  began  teaching  and  taught  for  a  good  many 
years,  and  I  must  say  one  of  the  finest  teachers  of  Knox  County.  One  amusing 
thing  happened  a  few  years  from  the  date  this  is  being  written,  which  is  June,  1959. 
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Shortly  after  they  returned  from  the  John  Tarleton  School  to  their  farm,  I  happened 
to  be  down  there;  she  had  always  kidded  me  about  chickens  and  to  stop  the 
joke  I  brought  her  some  chickens  that  year.  The  following  year  1  wrote  and  told 
her  to  get  the  fresh  eggs  ready,  I  was  in  the  process  of  coming  to  visit  them.  She 
is  a  very  hard  worker  and  at  the  present  time  is  a  part  time  teacher  in  Knox  County. 

William  Ralph  Nichols,  Jr.,  only  child  of  Ralph  and  Elizabeth,  was  born  in 
Knox  County,  Tenn.  When  he  was  quite  small  they  moved  out  on  the  farm  and 
here  he  was  reared.  After  finishing  his  grammer  and  high  school,  he  entered  the 
cJniversity  of  Tennessee,  and  after  spending  a  year  there,  the  Korean  War  broke 
out  and  he  entered  the  service,  serving  with  honor  and  distinction  in  the  Korean 
War.  He  returned  to  his  home  after  the  war  and  went  into  the  Freight  Business 
with  the  Eastern  Tenn.  and  Western  North  Carolina  Freight  Company.  After 
working  there  for  a  while  went  back  to  his  first  love,  drafting,  and  is  with  one 
of  the  larger  concerns  in  Knoxville  as  draftsman.  He  is  a  fine  young  man  and  like 
his  father  has  fiery  red  hair. 

Ralph,  Jr.  married  a  Miss  Elizabeth  West  a  few  years  ago,  whose  home  is  in 
Knox  County.  She  is  a  very  fine  young  lady  and  they  have  three  children — two 
girls  and  one  boy.  They  live  near  his  father  and  mother’s  home  near  Knoxville. 
One  of  the  little  girls,  Carol  Elizabeth,  is  a  beautiful  little  girl  and  is  a  typical 
Nichols  with  her  eyes  and  stature,  she  is  like  a  doll.  She,  at  present,  is  taking  Ballet. 
Their  son,  Ralph  the  third,  is  quite  a  boy.  He  looks  as  if  he  will  make  a  good 
fullback  for  the  football  team  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  in  about  15  years 
and  he  has  a  fine  singing  voice  and  I  do  believe  he  would  make  a  fine  singer. 
Catherine,  their  third  child,  at  this  time  is  an  infant.  This  in  brief  is  a  summary 
of  my  brother  Ralph  and  his  family. 

Wyatt  M.  Nichols,  (writer  of  this  book) ,  third  son  of  Wyatt  and  Ida  McAndrew 
Nichols,  born  in  Dandridge,  Tennessee,  Oct.  11,  1896.  After  my  father’s  death,  as  it 
has  previously  been  stated,  mother  took  us  back  to  the  farm.  Here  I  grew  up  to 
young  manhood.  There  have  been  many  interesting  experinces  in  my  life.  I  will 
attempt  to  enumerate  some  here. 

There  have  been  many  interesting  things  in  my  life  on  the  farm.  My  brother 
Ralph  and  I  plus  some  hired  help  and  with  mother’s  fine  management,  were  able  to 
make  a  good  living  and  of  course,  needless  to  say,  we  went  to  school  all  of  the  time. 

Some  of  my  early  memories  as  a  child,  especially  in  the  fall  of  the  year  are  of 
my  sister  and  myself  gathering  hickory,  walnuts  and  chestnuts.  We  had  many 
great  times  in  our  life  which  will  always  be  cherished  by  me. 

This  particular  community  in  which  we  lived  was  about  two  miles  away  from 
four  Methodist  churches  that  more  or  less  had  us  surrounded.  The  travel  in  those 
days  was  by  horseback,  buggy  or  walking,  so  the  people  of  our  community,  to 
which  my  mother  was  one  of  the  leaders,  made  arrangements  with  the  school  board 
in  our  county,  whereby,  we  might  enlarge  our  present  schoolhouse  and  put  a  bell 
in  it  and  received  an  agreement  from  Jefferson  County  Board  of  Education  that 
the  school  building  would  always  be  there  for  church  and  other  purposes  in 
that  community. 

As  I  grew  older,  after  school  had  ended  for  the  year,  the  community  was  busy 
farming,  which  included  our  own  family.  During  the  summer  months  about  every¬ 
one  quit  work  on  Saturday  at  noon  and  went  to  the  various  country  stores.  The 
teenage  and  young  men  all  played  baseball  on  Saturday  afternoon.  Each  community 


80 


had  its  own  baseball  team  and  sometimes  two.  I,  of  course,  participated  in  that. 
In  the  fall  and  winter,  good  times  were  had  by  going  to  corn  huskings,  rabbit, 
squirrel  and  opposum  hunting,  particularly  in  the  winter  months. 

The  Ellis  and  Dockrey  boys  and  myself  with  the  Dockrey  boys’  dog  named 
"Watch”  did  lots  of  ’Opposum  and  coon  hunting.  The  great  possum  dog  in  that 
country  was  old  Uncle  John  Henry’s  hound  dog  named  "Old  Blue.”  He  could  track 
down  a  possum  or  coon  that  passed  through,  a  week  before.  We  boys  enjoyed 
ourselves  hunting  with  this  dog.  After  he  had  gotten  so  old  and  could  not  get  over 
the  fences,  he  used  to  sit  down  and  bark  like  he  had  tree’d  and  we  would  go  to 
him  and  lift  him  over  the  fence,  and  he  would  start  on  the  trail  again.  Once  in 
our  meadows,  we  had  a  big  cornfield  and  it  was  very  fine  corn,  he  tree’d  a  little 
possum  that  had  climbed  up  a  corn  stock  and  was  sitting  on  the  ear  of  corn  about 
j  or  6  feet  above  the' ground.  That  was  the  greatest  laugh  that  we  ever  had  on. 
a  possum  hunt. 

I  have  been  to  quiltings,  bean  shellings  and  participated  in  all  of  the  activities 
of  the  community  when  a  youngster.  Perhaps,  the  most  enjoyable  time  as  I  grew 
a  little  older  were  the  spelling  matches  at  each  school  the  various  communities  of 
that  area  would  have  each  year.  There  were  times  when  one  school  would  spell 
against  another.  The  Dockrey  boys  and  myself  were  considered  among  the  best 
spellers  in  the  various  communities  and  we  most  always  attended. 

The  greatest  thrill  in  my:  high  school  days,  no  doubt,  were  our  debating  societies. 
We  had  two,  the  Philomathion  in  which  John  Thornton  and  myself  were  the  active 
debators  and  other  literary  society  was  the  Linconion  Society.  The  Philomathion 
colors  were  blue  and  gold.  Carl  Dockrey  and  Austin  Thornton  were  the  Chief 
Debators  in  the  Linconion  Society.  At  the  end  of  each  school  term,  we  always  had 
a  big  debate  between  the  two  societies.  John  Thornton  and  myself  in  the  Philo¬ 
mathion  and  Carl  Dockrey  and  Austin  Thornton  in  the  Linconion.  In  our  sopho¬ 
more  year,  John  and  I  won,  also  in  our  junior  year.  The  senior  year  we  no  doubt 
won  in  our  natural  ability,  but  were  not  awarded  the  decision  as  one  of  the  funniest 
incidents  that  ever  happened  in  our  high  school  days  took  place.  The  debate  at  the 
end  of  the  season  attracted  so  much  attention,  the  school  auditorium  would  not  hold 
the  people  and  there  was  an  unused  Brethren  Church  Building  close  by  and  the 
debate  took  place  there.  The  question  up  for  debate  in  our  senior  year  was  resolved 
that  "We  Should  Have  Woman  Suffrage  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.”  John  and  I 
had  the  negative  and  Carl  and  Austin  the  affirmative  side.  Our  side  picked  a  judge, 
the  affirmative  side  picked  a  judge  and  the  principal  of  the  school  picked  a  judge 
who  was  usually  the  deciding  one.  It  was  quite  common  that  the  one  our  side 
picked  voted  for  us  and  the  one  the  affirmative  side  picked  voted  for  them.  The 
judge,  the  principal  picked,  was  a  tremendously  large  man  weighing  about  300 
pounds.  He  entered  the  building  and  came  around  to  the  front  seat  where  the 
other  judges  were  sitting.  The  seats  were  long  benches  with  individual  seats  divided 
by  arms.  He  tried  to  sit  down  in  that  indivdual  seat  that  had  arms.  He  got  half 
way  down  and  could  not  get  up  or  down.  John  Thornton  was  easy  to  laugh  and 
he  let  out  one  roar.  I  will  admit  it  was  really  funny.  I  tried  to  stop  him,  knowing 
that  he  was  the  judge  that  would  be  the  deciding  factor,  but  John  just  got  worse 
and  he  got  down  on  the  floor  and  just  rolled  and  hollered  and  in  the  meantime  the 
man  was  trying  to  get  out  of  the  seat  and  was  naturally  embarrassed.  I  knew  then 
that  we  had  lost  the  debate  but  will  say  John  and  I,  realizing  it  was  do  or  die, 
made  the  greatest  speeches  we  ever  made  in  our  lives,  but  lost  the  debate  by  a  vote  of 
2  to  1.  It  hurt  a  little  but  I  guess  we  deserved  it. 
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After  high  school  days  1  worked  some  that  summer  on  the  farm  and  I  guess 
mother  wanted  to  prepare  me  for  a  teacher  s  course  as  all  of  my  people  on  her 
side  were  teachers,  but  I  didn’t  care  too  much  for  it.  Finally  I  entered  the 
University  of  Tennessee  to  take  some  special  agricultural  work. 

Early  in  1916  it  looked  as  though  we  were  going  into  war  with  the  Rebels  of 
Mexico  as  a  man  named  Villa  was  repudiately  raiding  American  towns  and  he 
had  been  skipping  across  the  river  back  into  Mexico.  I  enlisted  in  the  army  and 
a  short  time  later  was  on  the  Mexican  border.  There  had  been  considerable  fighting 
on  the  Mexican  side  among  the  various  Mexican  groups  and  part  of  our  job  was 
to  get  set  for  war  and  guard  against  the  smugglers  into  Mexico.  There  were  some 
enjoyable  and  some  rough  times  there;  long  hikes,  hot  weather,  tarantula,  centipedes, 
rattle  snakes  and  once  in  a  while  a  few  stray  bullets.  In  February  of  1917  I 
returned  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee  as  we  were  furloughed  to  the  Reserves. 

I  didn’t  want  to  return  to  school  as  I  was  reasonably  sure  we  would  be  in  war 
in  a  few  months  with  Germany.  Shortly  after  being  furloughed  I  went  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  to  join  my  brother  John  who  had  been  there  for  some  time. 
I  went  to  work  there  and  later  transferred  to  Dayton,  Ohio  and  when  war  was 
declared  I  was  called  back  to  the  service  and  sent  to  Camp  Wadsworth,  S.  C.,  as  a 
bayonette  instructor  and  assigned  to  the  57th  Pioneer  Infantry.  While  in  Camp 
Wadsworth,  S.  C.,  I  became  ill.  At  first  they  thought  it  was  the  flu.  They  sent 
me  to  the  hospital  where  I  have  been  told  I  was  between  life  and  death  for  some 
time  and  while  there  in  the  hospital  the  Regiment  I  was  assigned  to,  left  for 
France.  That  was  a  great  disappointment  personally  to  me.  After  returning  to 
duty  from  the  hospital,  I  was  assigned  to  the  62nd  Pioneer  Infantry  as  their  bay¬ 
onette  instructor  and  we  were  packed  and  ready  to  go  when  the  war  was  over. 

I  returned  home  to  the  farm  in  1919  and  after  staying  on  the  farm  a  few 
weeks,  told  mother  I  believed  I  would  go  back  north  as  my  job  with  the  Delco 
people  in  Dayton,  Ohio  was  guaranteed  when  I  returned  from  service.  This  I  did. 
I  didn’t  stay  there  too  long  as  I  was  quite  restless  and  I  suppose  that  I  had  been 
in  the  service  quite  a  long  time  and  it  was  hard  to  adapt  myself  to  civilian  life 
again,  so  I  traveled  considerably;  maybe  a  month  here  and  a  month  there  and  on 
several  occasions  going  into  Cleveland,  Ohio.  A  year  or  so  after  I  came  to 
Cleveland,  I  met  a  young  lady  by  the  name  of  Pearl  Cummings,  whom  I  married 
March  15,  1922. 

Pearl  Cummings  was  born  Feb.  27,  1900,  in  Salineville,  Ohio,  a  small  mining 
town.  She  attended  public  school  and  later  attended  Ohio  Valley  Business  College 
in  East  Liverpool,  Ohio.  She  is  of  English,  Welch  and  Scotch  Irish  ancestry.  Her 
mother,  Mary  Ann  Mansfield,  daughter  of  Thomas  Mansfield,  a  Methodist  minister, 
was  born  in  England  and  came  to  America  with  her  father  and  brother  when  she 
was  16  years  old.  She  later  married  William  Cummings.  Her  father  and  brother 
returned  to  England. 

Pearl,  after  finishing  business  college,  took  a  position  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company  as  a  secretary  to  the  general  yard  master  at  Wells ville,  Ohio  and 
while  working  at  this  position  I  met  her  and  we  were  later  married.  To  this 
union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Roberta  Pearl  and  Wyatt  McKinley,  Jr. 

Roberta  Pearl  Nichols  Swaney,  oldest  child  of  Wvatt  M.  and  Pearl  Cummings 
Nichols,  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Sept.  10,  1923.'  She  attended  the  Cleveland 
public  schools,  and  was  very  fine  in  music.  She  was  a  fine  singer  and  could  have 
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probably  gone  far  if  she  would  have  followed  it  up.  She  married  William  Meredith 
Swaney  Jan.  21,  1950.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union,  namely,  Martha 
Hazel,  Nancy  Louise  and  W^illiam  Chailes.  Martha  Hazel  and  Nancy  Louise  seem 
to  be  very  musically  inclined.  It  is  hoped  that  one  or  both  might  follow  a  musical 
career.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Swaney  both  reside  a  few  miles  outside  of 
Ravenna,  Ohio. 

Wyatt  M.  Nichols,  Jr.  son  of  Wyatt  M.  and  Pearl  Cummings  Nichols,  was 
born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  18,  1926.  He  attended  the  Cleveland  public  schools. 
He,  like  my  daughter,  was  very  good  in  music.  During  his  school  days,  he  took 
violin,  piano  and  clarinet  lessons.  He  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  in 
World  War  II  and  while  in  boot  training  at  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Station,  he 
sang  in  the  famous  Great  Lakes  Naval  Choir,  receiving  a  certificate  from  the 
leader  of  this  group  certifying  that  he  was  qualified  to  entertain  troops  aboard 
ships  or  wherever  he  may  be  stationed.  After  the  war  he  returned  home  and  later 
entered  the  freight  business.  He  married  Antoinette  Nocera  and  they  have  four 
children,  namely,  Joseph  Wyatt,  Timothy  Paul,  Richard  Ralph  and  John  Mark. 
He  resides  in  Maple  Heights,  Ohio  at  the  time  this  is  being  written. 

Daisy  Mae  Nichols  Ellis,  my  only  sister,  born  and  reared  in  Jefferson  County, 
Tennessee.  As  children,  she  and  I  were  very  close.  She  was  one  of  the  leaders  in 
most  all  of  the  activities  that  took  place  in  the  community.  She  always  did  fine  in 
school  and  was  usually  the  leader  of  her  class  in  her  school  days.  After  finishing 
school,  she  became  a  teacher  for  a  short  while,  then  married  Joseph  Ellis,  a  local 
boy  that  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  community  that  our  family  was  reared. 
Joseph  Ellis  was  a  farmer  and  he  was  one  of  the  boys  that  I  used  to  possum  hunt 
with  in  our  young  days. 

Daisy  and  Joseph  have  two  boys,  namely,  Theodore  (Ted)  Roosevelt,  and 
Lincoln  Duward. 

Daisy  and  Joe  live  on  part  of  the  land  where  our  mother  was  born  and  reared. 

Theodore  (Ted)  Roosevelt  Ellis,  oldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Daisy  Nichols  Ellis, 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee  on  Oct.  27,  1922.  He  attended  the  rural 
school  in  the  community  and  graduated  from  Maury  High  School,  Dandridge,  Tenn. 
He  married  Wilma  Worth,  a  local  girl  reared  in  the  same  general  community  as 
he  was.  They  have  two  fine  sons,  namely,  Lynn  and  Darrel.  They  bought  a  parcel 
of  land  that  was  once  owned  by  my  grandfather  and  it  is  on  this  land  that  they 
now  reside.  He  is  employed  by  the  Heeken  Can  Company  in  Chestnut  Hill,  Tenn. 

Lincoln  Duward,  second  son  of  Joseph  and  Daisy  Nichols  Ellis,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Jefferson  County,  Tenn.  After  graduating  from  Maury  High  School, 
Dandridge,  Tenn.,  he  entered  the  U.S.  Army  in  1944.  After  World  War  II  was 
over  he  returned  home  and  later  enlisted  in  the  Air  Corps  and  is  making  this 
a  career. 

He  saw  active  service  during  the  Korean  War  and  has  been  stationed  in  the 
Philippine  Islands  and  in  many  spots  in  the  Pacific  during  his  career. 

He  married  a  young  widow  by  the  name  of  Lillian  Louise  Cook  who  had  three 
children  by  her  first  marriage,  namely,  J.  Harold,  Shirley  Ann  and  Marjorie  Sue. 
Lincoln  Duward  and  Lillian  Louise  have  three  children  by  their  own  marriage, 
namely  Margaret  Gail,  Daniel  Ward  and  Donald  Eugene. 

He,  at  the  time  this  is  being  written  (January  1961)  is  stationed  near  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  but  is  expected  to  go  back  overseas  shortly. 
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FRANK  NICHOLS 


Frank  Nichols,  my  father’s  only  brother,  was  born  and  reared  in  Jefferson 
County,  Tennessee 

Much  could  be  said  about  this  man,  as  he  was  one  of  the  finest  farmers  in 
the  East  Tennessee  Area. 

He  married  Miss  Cora  Corbett.  The  Corbett  family  lived  in  Jefferson  County 
near  Dandridge. 

In  writing  a  few  words  about  my  Aunt  Cora,  I  must  say  she  was  a  go-getter. 
She  was  a  hard  worker  and  had  the  incentive  to  do  the  right  things  at  the  right 
time.  It  is  to  this  that  I  attribute  much  of  my  Uncle  Frank’s  success  as  a  farmer 
and  Businessman.  However,  his  solid  thinking  and  level  head  contributed  much 
to  their  success.  This  combination  was  pretty  hard  to  beat. 

Frank  and  Cora  started  their  married  career  on  a  small  farm  near  Annibal, 
Tenn.  In  later  years  they  owned  a  larger  farm  of  five  or  six  hundred  acres  between 
Jefferson  City  and  New  Market,  Tenn.,  in  Jefferson  County.  Here,  he  had  his 
greatest  success  as  a  farmer.  He  was  one  of  the  finest  tobacco  growers  in  that 
area,  also  maintained  one  of  the  finest  dairy  farms. 

Frank  and  Cora  Nichols  had  three  sons,  namely,  Chester,  Harley  and  James. 
Cora  Nichols  died  Dec.  12,  1933,  and  is  buried  in  the  New  Market  Cemetery. 
In  1936  Frank  Nichols  married  Juanita  Swann.  Frank  Nichols  died  in  1948  and 
is  buried  in  the  New  Market  Cemetery.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Jaunita  Swann  Nichols, 
is  now  residing  on  part  of  the  above  land. 

Chester  Nichols,  oldest  son  of  Frank  and  Cora  Corbett  Nichols  was  born 
and  reared  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee 

Fie,  at  an  early  age,  showed  a  definite  interest  in  Engineering  and  Machinery, 
especially  farm  machinery.  It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  kind  of  farm  machinery 
he  couldn’t  fix  or  operate 

While  working  for  an  Oil  Concern,  with  headquarters  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
he  met  and  married  Alice  Coursey.  After  several  years  together  and  because 
Chester  was  on  the  road  so  much  they  were  divorced.  They  had  one  daughter, 
namely,  Jean,  she  married  Richard  Sendelbauch  and  they  have  four  children, 
namely,  Richard,  Andrew,  Susan  and  Gretchan  Ann. 

L^nester  now  resides  with  his  brother,  Harley,  near  Jefferson  City,  Tenn. 

Harley  Nichols,  second  child  of  Frank  and  Cora  Corbett  Nichols,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee. 

In  writing  about  my  cousin,  Harley,  you  can  sum  it  up  in  one  word;  this 
word  is  success.  Since  early  boyhood  he  has  been  a  keen  student  of  farming, 
especially  the  modern  and  businesslike  way  that  make  men  like  him  so  successful. 

His  father  bought  a  large  and  fine  farm  located  in  Jefferson  County,  Tenn., 
between  the  Cities  of  Jefferson  City  and  New  Market.  Harley  attained  his  greatest 
success  h^e.  He  went  into  the  poultry  business  and  at  one  time  it  was  the  largest 
in  East  Tennessee.  He,  in  recent  years,  has  added  hog  raising  and  angus  beef 
cattle  to  his  business.  He  is  very  successful  in  all  these  endeavors. 
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He  married  Reba  Shrader,  a  very  fine  and  lovely  girl,  also  from  Jefferson 
County,  Tennessee.  They  have  one  son,  namely,  Hood.  They  now  reside  on  their 
large  farm  just  below  Jefferson  City,  Tennessee. 

Hood  Nichols,  only  child  of  Harley  and  Reba  Schrader  Nichols,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee. 

He  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Maryland  and  majored  in  poultry.  He, 
at  present,  is  in  business  with  his  father  and  is  very  successful.  Hood,  when  just 
a  small  boy,  received  a  severe  injury  to  one  of  his  eyes,  but  in  spite  of  that  he  is 
one  of  the  greatest  trap  shooters  in  the  United  States.  He  was  National  Trap 
Shooting  Champion  in  1959  and  I960.  Many  fine  articles  have  been  written 
about  him  throughout  the  United  States. 

Hood  married  Jane  Hodgson  in  1950.  They  have  three  children,  namely. 
Nan  Ellen,  Connie  Jane  and  James  Harley. 

James  Nichols,  youngest  child  of  Frank  and  Cora  Corbett  Nichols,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  He  was  much  like  his  father  in  many 
ways.  After  graduating  from  Maury  High  School,  Dandridge,  Tennessee,  he  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  Navy  and  served  with  honor  until  his  retirement.  When 
World  War  II  broke  out,  he  was  called  back  to  the  service  and  served  for  the 
duration  of  the  War.  He  married  Miss  Grace  Daniels,  a  Texas  girl,  while  serving 
in  the  Navy.  He  is  now  a  retired  Lt.  Commander  J.  G.  of  the  United  States  Navy 
and  he  and  his  wife  now  reside  in  Tampa,  Florida.  They  have  no  children. 
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CHAPTER  FIVE 


WYATT  F.  NICHOLS 

Wyatt  F.  Nichols,  son  of  John  J.  and  Margaret  Scantling  Nichols,  was  born 
in  Sevier  County  near  Sevierville,  Tennessee,  in  1829. 

His  life  was  a  most  interesting  one.  Many  times  he  had  narrow  escapes  from 
those  that  wished  to  harm  him.  Before  we  get  into  that,  let  us  look  at  the  name 
Wyatt,  as  that  name  has  always  interested  me,  not  only  from  the  fact  it  was  my 
father  s  name,  my  name,  my  son’s  name  and  my  grandson’s  name.  It  is  an  unusual 
name  and  you  rarely  ever  heard  of  it,  only  in  the  Nichols  family.  However,  today, 
since  the  popularity  of  Wyatt  Earp,  the  name  is  not  too  unusual. 

In  my  research  on  the  Wyatt  family,  in  this  country,  I  found  a  Wyatt  who  was 
Governor  General  of  Virginia  in  1621  to  1626,  and  again  in  1639.  I  also  found, 
in  1660,  a  Richard  Nichols  who  was  the  Godfather  of  Anthony  Wyatt’s  youngest 
daughter,  and  in  that  year,  either  in  his  will  or  as  a  gift,  he  gave  her  a  young 
heifer  calf  (quoting  from  Historical  Records  of  Early  Eamilies  in  Virginia).  This 
Anthony  Wyatt  was  a  Burgess  (A  Representative  from  the  Area  in  which  he 
lived  to  the  Colonial  Assembly  in  Williamsburg,  Va.).  In  1686  Nicholas  Wyatt 
inherited  a  large  parcel  of  land  on  or  near  the  James  River.  The  Research  shows 
that  Nicholas  Wyatt  was  Anthony  Wyatt’s  son  and  he  inherited  that  parcel  of  land 
from  his  mother’s  family.  It  is  my  belief  here  is  where  the  Wyatt  name  got  into 
the  Nichols  family  as  my  thoughts  at  this  time  are  that  Richard  Nichols  was 
married  to  Anthony  Wyatt’s  sister.  I  did  a  little  research  on  the  name  ,Wyatt,  about 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago.  I  found  in  the  1700’s  there  was  a  Surveyor  by  the 
name  of  Colonel  Wyatt;  his  home  in  Virginia  near  the  same  part  of  the  State 
that  some  of  our  Nichols  relatives  lived.  Col.  Wyatt  surveyed  much  of  what  is 
now  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  the  Virginia  Government,  and  Daniel  Boone  was 
his  bodyguard  .1  was  traveling  through  Virginia  a  good  many  years  ago  and  came 
into  the  City  of  Wythville;  here  I  found  a  very  fine  place  to  eat  called  Wyatt’s 
Restaurant.  My  wife  said,  let’s  go  there  and  eat,  he  may  be  a  relative.  We  met 
Mr.  Wyatt,  the  owner,  and  he  was  a  very  fine  man  and  reminded  me  of  Clarence 
Nichols  and  my  brother,  Ralph  Nichols,  as  I  remember  them  in  their  high  school 
days.  He  told  me  he  was  a  descendant  of  Colonel  Wyatt  and  that  most  of  them 
lived  in  Virginia  and  a  few  had  gone  into  North  Carolina.  He  said  that  it  is 
possible  that  some  of  the  Nichols  had  married  into  the  Wyatt  family,  or  the  Nichols 
and  Wyatts  may  have  been  good  friends  and  neighbors. 

Wyatt  F.  Nichols,  as  a  young  man,  was  Superintendent  of  a  Big  Farm.  He 
resided  with  his  mother,  in  or  around  Sevierville,  Tenn.,  at  that  time.  He  was 
a  scout  for  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War  and  rendered  invaluable  service 
to  General  Burnside,  especially  during  the  siege  of  Knoxville;  therefore,  he  made 
enemies  from  many  of  the  people  in  that  area  that  were  in  the  Confederate  Army 
or  believed  in  Slavery.  He  narrowly  escaped  death  on  many  occasions  but  always 
stood  his  ground.  I  have  been  told  that  on  many  occasions  he  dared  his  enemies 
to  come  out  and  fight  in  the  open. 

Wyatt  F.  Nichols  married  Maroda  Hill.  He  purchased  a  large  farm  in  Jefferson 
County  on  the  French  Broad  River;  this  also  included  a  Ferry.  It  was  later  called 
the  Nichols  Ferry.  He  raised  a  large  family  and  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
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and  Republicans  of  that  day.  Many  of  his  children  and  grandchildren  became 

outstanding  in  their  life’s  work.  1  will  name  the  children  as  follows John, 

Margaret,  George,  Nancy,  Randell,  James,  Hollis,  Francis,  Katie  (died  at  18 
months  old ) . 

In  the  Tennessee  History  Textbook  of  1878,  Wyatt  F.  Nichols  is  mentioned 
quite  prominently.  He  died  in  1903  and  was  first  buried  at  the  Muddy  Creek 
Cemetery,  but  later  when  the  Douglas  McArthur  Dam  was  built,  the  Vv^ater  covered 
the  Cemetery  and  all  bodies  had  to  be  remioved.  I  think  the  entire  Wyatt  F.  Nichols 
family  was  removed  to  a  Cemetery  about  two  miles  west  of  Dandridge  on 
Highway  No.  25. 

I  remember  seeing  Uncle  Wyatt,  as  he  was  commonly  called,  several  times. 
To  me,  as  1  remember,  his  eyes  were  most  outstanding;  they  were  bright,  keen 
and  penetrating.  Even  though  I  was  just  small  when  he  died,  I  shall  always 
cherish  the  memory  I  have  of  him. 

You  will  find  on  the  following  pages  a  great  many  descendants  from  six 
of  the  Wyatt  F.  and  Maroda  HiU  Nichols  children,  namely,  John,  George,  Nancy, 
Francis,  Randell  and  James.  The  other  two,  Margaret  and  Hollis,  I  know  very 
little  of  and  what  I  do  know  I  will  place  here.  The  other  six  and  their  descendants 
will  come  in  their  respective  places. 

Margaret  Nichols,  second  child  of  Wyatt  F.  and  Maroda  Hill  Nichols,  married 
William  Hill.  I  do  not  believe  they  had  any  children.  They  lived  in  and  around 
Dandridge  and  no  doubt  are  buried  just  below  Dandridge  where  the  rest  of  the 
family  are  buried. 

Hollis  Nichols,  another  child  of  Wyatt  F.  and  Maroda  Hill  Nichols,  was 
probably  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee. 

He  worked  for  the  Federal  Government  many  years  and  I  believe  he  retired 
after  many  years  of  service.  He  never  married  and  is  buried  in  the  new  Cemetery 
about  two  miles  west  of  Dandridge  on  Route  25.  Here  his  mother  and  father 
and  many  of  his  relatives  are  buried. 

John  Nichols,  oldest  child  of  Wyatt  F.  and  Maroda  Hill  Nichols,  was  born 
either  in  Sevier  or  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  He  married  Susan  Swann.  It 
seems  to  be  that  he  moved  to  Knox  County  or  in  or  near  Knoville  and  perhaps 
some  of  his  children  were  born  there.  To  this  union  nine  children  were  born, 
namely,  George  Walter,  Ann,  Augusta,  Elizabeth,  Cecil,  Katherine,  Donald, 
Carl  and  Kenneth. 

I  only  know  the  lineage  of  one  of  these  children,  George  W.  The  others  I  know 
very  little  about,  but  what  little  I  do  know  I  will  place  here,  leaving  the  George  W. 
family  on  the  following  page. 

Carl  married  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Hicks.  They  do  have  several  childrem 
As  to  the  others,  Ann,  Augusta,  Elizabeth,  Cecil,  Katherine  and  Donald,  I  have 
no  record  as  to  whom  they  married  or  any  of  their  lineage. 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  more  data  on  this  fine 
family  but  will  leave  some  space  here  so  that  in  years  to  come  some  or  all  of  these 
children  may  be  placed  in  this  book. 

George  W.  Nichols,  oldest  son  of  John  and  Susan  Swann  Nichols,  was  born  in 
thel870’s  in  the  State  of  Tennesse.  He  grew  to  young  manhood  on  the  farm 
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there  and  later  went  to  Kansas.  He  married  a  young  lady,  Ada  Law,  in  Kansas. 
He  is  the  oldest  living  grandson  of  Wyatt  F.  Nichols  and  attended  our  I960 
Nichols  family  reunion  that  was  held  near  his  birthplace.  George  and  Ada  raised 
a  large  family,  namely,  Edna,  Dortha,  John,  Walter,  Alma,  Celia,  Ileen,  Kenneth 
and  Hollis. 

Edna,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  William  L.  Wilson. 
To  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  namely,  Clarice,  William,  John,  Wilma, 
Edna,  Richard  and  Gary. 

Clarice,  oldest  daughter  of  William  L.  and  Edna  Nichols  Wilson,  married  a 
Walker.  No  information  as  to  whether  or  not  they  have  any  children. 

Edna,  another  daughter  of  William  L.  and  Edna  Nichols  Wilson,  married  a 
Richardson.  No  record  of  any  children. 

I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  the  other  children  of  William  L.  and  Edna 
Nichols  Wilson  are  married. 

Dortha  Nichols,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  Paul  B. 
Downing.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Joyce,  Lois  and  Diana. 
Joyce,  daughter  of  Paul  B.  and  Dortha  Nichols  Downing,  married  Jess  Gilstrap. 
To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Paul  and  Jeffrey. 

John  Roy  Nichols,  son  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  Wilma  Crow. 
John  and  his  wife  live  near  Wichita,  Kansas  and  he  is  employed  by  a  large 
chemical  plant  in  that  area.  John’s  wife,  Wilma  is  a  beautician  and  operates  her 
own  beauty  parlor  in  her  home.  I  have  no  record  of  any  children  at  this  time. 

Walter  Haines  Nichols,  son  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  Irene 
Gass.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Lonnie,  Kaxen  and  Jane. 

Alma  Nichols,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  Herbert  C. 
Hoover.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Larry,  Linda  and  Linton. 

Celia,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  Wayne  Cudd  and  they 
live  in  Perryton,  Texas.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Nina 
and  Charles. 

Ileen,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  Ike  C.  Lytle.  To  this 
union  five  children  were  born,  namely,  Johnnie,  Jerry,  Debra,  Robert  and  Elden. 

Kenneth,  son  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  a  girl  by  the  name  of 
Mary  Ann.  I  do  not  know  her  maiden  name.  To  this  union  two  children  were 
born,  namely,  Betty  and  Mary.  Betty,  daughter  of  Kenneth  and  Mary  Ann  Nichols, 
married  Donald  Bouhart.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely  Brenda 
and  Cynthia. 

Hollis,  son  of  George  W.  and  Ada  Nichols,  married  Ann  Lytle.  To  this  union 
three  children  were  born,  namely,  Arleen,  James  and  Barbara. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  many  members  of  this  fine  Nichols  family  at 
the  Nichols  reunion  in  Tennessee  in  I960.  It  is  an  honor  and  privilege  for  me 
to  say  these  are  my  relatives. 

GEORGE  NICHOLS 

George  Nichols,  another  son  of  Wyatt  and  Maroda  Hill  Nichols,  was  born 
either  in  Sevier  or  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee. 
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I  believe  he  traveled  in  Texas  and  other  southern  states,  including  Georgia, 
establishing  telephone  and  telegraph  lines  throughout  that  area.  He  later  returned 
to  Knoxville  and  it  is  perhaps  here  that  he  married  Miss  Sallie  Marshall.  He  was 
in  the  lumber  business  for  many  years.  To  this  union  two  sons  were  born,  namely, 
Marvin  and  Leon.  I  believe  George  was  buried  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Marvin,  son  of  George  and  Sallie  Marshall  Nichols  was  born  in  or  near 
Knoxville,  Tennessee.  He  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  and  is  in  the 
lumber  business  at  the  time  this  is  being  written. 

His  first  marriage  was  to  Ruth  Rhyne  and  they  had  three  children,  namely, 
Robert  Howard,  Roger  Marvin  and  David  Rule:  Ruth  died  when  the  children 
were  small  and  Marvin  later  married  Rowena  Rhyne,  a  sister  of  Ruth.  To  this 
union  there  were  no  children. 

Marvin  is  the  past  president  of  the  South  Knoxville  Lyons  Club  and  is  very 
active,  not  only  in  his  home  community,  but  also  National  and  State-wide  in 
this  organization. 

Robert  Howard,  oldest  son  of  Marvin  Nichols,  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Tennessee  in  Business  Administration.  He  married  Bobie  Cross.  To  this  union 
four  boys  were  born,  namely,  George,  John,  Jeffrey  and  James. 

Roger  Marvin,  second  son  of  Marvin  Nichols;  he  has  an  A./B.  degree  from 
Tusculum  College,  an  M/A  Degree  from  Peabody  College  and  is  now  studying 
for  his  PH/D  Degree  at  the  University  of  Florida.  He  married  Paula  Harris.  To 
this  union  one  son  was  born,  namely,  Joseph. 

David  Rule,  third  son  of  Marvin  Nichols,  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Tennessee  in  Business  Administration.  He  married  Marie  Ledbetter.  At  the  time 
this  is  being  written  they  have  no  children. 

Leon,  son  of  George  and  Sallie  Marshall  Nichols,  was  born  in  or  near  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tennessee.  Leon  is  in  the  Real  Estate  business  and  has  been  for  many  years. 
He  married  Blanche  Denton  and  they  have  no  children. 

In  commenting  on  Leon  and  Blanche,  I  must  say  that  they  are  about  the  nicest 
people  I  ever  knew.  Leon  is  a  very  fine  and  solid  man.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  sit 
down  and  talk  to  him  about  our  family  history  and  other  things  of  mutual  interest. 
The  last  time  I  was  in  Knoxville  (I960)  we  had  dinner  together  and  I  enjoyed 
it  very  much.  Blanche,  his  fine  wife,  is  just  as  nice  and  pleasant  as  anyone  could 
be.  I  say  this  to  you,  Leon  and  Blanche,  it  is  an  honor  and  pleasure  to  me,  to  know 
that  I  have  such  fine  relatives. 

FRANCIS  NICHOLS 

Frances  Nichols,  daughter  of  \)Cyatt  F.  and  Maroda  Hill  Nichols,  was  born 
either  in  Sevier  or  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  She  married  a  man  by  the  name 
of  John  Hill.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Jefferson  County  and  a  fine  naan. 

I  wish  to  diverse  here  and  write  a  little  about  John  Hill,  Frances  Nichols  Hills 
husband.  He  was  as  I  stated  above,  a  leading  citizen  of  my  home  county,  Jefferson, 
owning  a  large  store  and  a  big  farm  about  two  miles  from  Nichols  Ferry.  He  was 
a  leading  citizen  of  the  civic  and  political  affairs  of  our  county. 

John  and  Frances  Nichols  Hill  raised  a  large  family,  namely,  Lon,  James, 
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Gertrude,  Emmert  (Scott),  Lillian,  Mable,  Victor  and  John  R.  Both  John  and 
his  wife  Frances  are  buried  in  the  new  cemetery  near  Dandridge. 

Lon,  oldest  son  of  John  and  Frances  Nichols  Hill,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  businessman.  Lon  married 
Josie  Fox.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born,  four  are  now  living.  I  do  not 
know  their  names  at  this  time. 

James  Hill,  son  of  John  and  Frances  Hill,  was  born  and  reared  in  Jefferson 
County,  Tennessee.  James  married  Mary  Josie  Hill  and  to  this  union  four  children 
were  born,  three  are  living.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  living  children. 

Lillian,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Nichols  Hill,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Jeferson  County,  Tennessee.  Lillian  married  Turney  Fox  from  Sevier  County, 
Tennessee.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  one  is  living.  I  do  not  know 
the  name. 

If  my  memory  serves  me  right,  Lillian  taught  school  for  a  few  years. 

Emmert  (Scott)  Hill,  son  of  John  and  Frances  Nichols  Hill,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee  and  is  a  fine  farmer.  He  now  resides  on 
his  large  river  farm  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee.  He  has  a  great  sense  of  humor. 
He  married  Ruth  Fox  and  they  have  one  son.  I  do  not  know  his  name. 

Gertrude  Hill,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Nichols  Hill,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Jefferson  county,  Tennessee.  After  finishing  high  school  I  believe  she 
attended  Murphy  College  in  Sevierville,  Tennessee.  She  married  Dr.  David  Jackson 
McCarter,  a  prominent  physician.  He  was  reared  in  Sevier  County,  Tennessee. 
To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Frances  and  John. 

Frances  married  Wayne  M.  Lamb,  Aug.  2,  1953  and  to  this  union  two  children 
were  born,  namely,  Susan  Hill  Lamb,  born  Jan.  19,  1958  and  David  Wayne  Lamb, 
born  March  15,  I960. 

John  D.  McCarter,  son  of  Dr.  David  Jackson  and  Gertrude  Hill  McCarter, 
married  Naomi  Lusk  in  1954.  At  this  time  no  record  of  any  children. 

Mabel  Hill,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Nichols  Hill,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  In  writing  about  Mabel,  I  must  say  that  she  was 
my  favorite  of  the  John  and  Frances  Nichols  Hill  family.  Perhaps,  one  reason  was, 
she  and  I  were  pretty  much  the  same  age  and  we  also  spent  some  time  in  high 
school  together.  Above  all,  her  friendliness  toward  everyone  always  made  me 
feel  proud  she  was  a  relative  of  mine. 

Mabel  married  Arthur  Burchfield.  Arthur  was  county  trustee  of  Jefferson 

County  for  many  years  and  I  believe  he  is  now  in  the  Chancelory  Office  in  the 
same  county 

Mabel  taught  school  for  a  great  many  years  and  I  believe  she  retired  last 
year  (I960).  They  have  no  living  children. 

Victor  Hill,  son  of  John  and  Frances  Nichols  Hill,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  He  attended  Maury  High  School,  Dandridge,  Tennes¬ 
see  and  later  attended  the  University  of  Louisville  Medical  School.  He  is  one  of 
*e  outstanding  surgeons  and  physicians  in  East  Tennessee.  He  now  resides  in 
Knoxville.  He  married  Gladys  Milliken.  They  have  no  children. 

T  Frances  Nichols  Hill,  was  born  and  reared  in 

Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  He  attended  Maury  High  School,  Dandridge,  Tenn., 
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End  Ettcndcd  mcdicEl  school.  I  ehi  not  sure  if  it  wes  the  SEme  one  his  brother 
Ettended.  He  becEme  e  fine  doctor. 

He  niErried  AnnE  Griffin  End  is  now  prECticing  medicine  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
At  this  time  I  hEve  no  record  of  Eny  children  to  this  marriage. 

JAMES  NICHOLS 

James  Nichols,  son  of  Wyatt  F.  and  Maroda  Hill  Nichols,  was  born  in  either 
Sevier  or  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee,  and  as  a  young  man  lived  on  his  fathers 
farm  near  Nichols  Ferry. 

I  knew  James  Nichols  well;  he  was  one  of  the  most  friendly  men  I  ever  knew. 
A  fine  conversationalist,  and  he  told  me  a  great  deal  about  our  earlier  Nichols  Fami¬ 
lies.  It  is  no  doubt  the  things  I  remember  him  telling  me  about  the  Nichols  Families 
that  aeated  in  me  an  intense  interest  to  do  research  and  compile  the  facts  that  are 
set  forth  in  this  book.  Those  things  he  told  me  were  of  great  value  to  me.  He 
married  Ida  Clabough.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Clarence, 
Hal  and  James. 

James  Nichols  operated  a  store  in  Dandridge,  Tennessee,  for  quite  a  few 
years  and  later  returned  to  his  father’s  farm  and  managed  it  for  several  years.  He 
later  moved  to  Knoxville  where  he  was  in  the  Meat  and  Grocery  Business  for 
many  years.  James  and  his  wife,  Ida,  are  both  dead  and  I  believe  they  are  buried 
in  the  new  Cemetery  near  Dandridge  where  so  many  of  his  people  are  buried. 

Clarence  Nichols,  oldest  son  of  James  and  Ida  Clabough  Nichols,  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  When  the  family  moved  to  Knoxville,  he,  with  his 
father,  engaged  in  the  Grocery  and  Meat  business.  I  might  add  that  he  also  attended 
Maury  High  School  at  Dandridge,  Tenn.  Clarence  married  Elizabeth  (Bessie) 
Deford.  To  this  union  one  daughter  was  born,  Betty  Ann. 

Betty  Ann,  daughter  of  Clarence  and  Bessie  DeFord  Nichols,  married  Gene 
Campbell.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Teressa  Ann,  Mary 
Malissa  and  Katherine  Lane 

Hal  Nichols,  second  son  of  James  and  Ida  Clabough  Nichols,  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  Tenn.,  and  attended  Maury  High  School.  When  the  family  moved 
to  Knoxville,  I  believe  he  engaged  in  the  Cigar  Business,  later  in  the  Restaurant 
Business.  I  have  been  told  that  he  now  lives  in  South  Carolina.  I  do  not  know 
whom  he  married  or  whether  or  not  he  has  children. 

James  Nichols,  third  son  of  James  and  Ida  Clabough  Nichols,  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  Tenn.  He  now  resides  in  Knoxville.  He  has  been  very  successful 
in  the  business  world.  I  do  not  know  whom  he  married  but  do  know  they  had 
three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  One  of  the  sons  is  a  physician,  the  other 
a  dentist. 

RANDALL  NICHOLS 

Randall  Nichols,  son  of  Wyatt  F.  and  Maroda  Hill  Nichols,  was  born  in 
Sevier  or  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  I  remember  him  as  the  one  who  operated 
the  Nichols  Ferry  and  farmed  on  his  father’s  big  River  Farm.  He  was  a  fine  nian 
but  unlike  his  brother,  James,  he  was  reserved  in  his  conversation.  He  married 
Malinda  Catherine  Hill.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born,  namely,  Lillie, 
Clyde,  Thelma  and  Pauline.  Randall  and  his  wife  are  both  dead  and  I  guess  they 
are  buried  at  the  new  Cemetery  near  Dandridge. 
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Lillie  Nichols,  daughter  of  Randall  and  Malinda  Catherine  Hill  Nichols,  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee. 

Lillie  was  educated  near  her  home  at  Maury  Academy  (now  Maury  High 
School).  She  chose  the  teaching  profession  and  taught  school  for  several  years. 
She  married  Alan  Thornton,  also  a  teacher.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Both  sons  area  dead.  Paula,  the  daughter,  married  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Brewer.  They  had  some  children  but  I  do  not  know  their  names. 

I  just  want  to  say  that  Lillie  was  a  fine  teacher  and  a  very  beautiful  girl. 
She  now  resides  with  her  daughter  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  as  her  husband  died 
many  years  ago 

Clyde  Nichols,  son  of  Randall  and  Malinda  Catherine  Hill  Nichols,  was  born 
in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  He,  like  the  rest  of  .our  people,  was  educated 
at  the  local  schools  and  Maury  High  School.  I  remember  him  well  as  he  and  I 
were  in  high  school  together.  As  1  remember  him,  he  was  friendly,  studious  and 
one  of  the  nicest  young  men  you  would  ever  want  to  meet.  He  married  Leila 
Carpenter,  also  of  Jefferson  County,  Tenn.  She  also  attended  Maury  High  School 
at  the  same  time  as  Clyde  and  I.  They  later  moved  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  They 
had  one  son  named  Warren.  Warren  was  an  outstanding  soldier  in  World  War  II, 
receiving  many  citations  and  decorations  for  bravery  on  the  battlefield.  I  believe 
he  is  a  Commissioned  Officer  in  the  Army  Reserve  now.  Warren  and  his  mother 
live  together  in  Knoxville,  as  Clyde  died  several  years  ago. 

Pauline  Nichols,  daughter  of  Randall  and  Malinda  Catherine  Hill  Nichols, 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  She  married  Earl  Jones.  To  this  union 
four  children  were  born,  three  boys  and  one  girl.  I  do  not  know  their  names 
at  this  time. 

Thelma  Nichols,  daughter  of  Randall  and  Malinda  Catherine  Hill  Nichols, 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  She  married  Earl  Jones.  To  this  union 
four  children  were  born,  three  boys  and  one  girl.  I  do  not  know  their  names  at 
this  time. 

NANCY  NICHOLS 

Nancy  Nichols,  daughter  of  Wyatt  F.  and  Maroda  Hill  Nichols,  was  born 
either  in  Sevier  or  Jefferson  County,  Tennessee.  She  married  Robert  Swann.  To 
this  union  seven  children  were  born,  namely,  John  C.,  Ralph  L.,  Will  M.,  Hollis  L., 
Lavator  (Judge),  Flora  and  Alma, 

John,  son  of  Robert  and  Nancy  Nichols  Swann,  married  Laura  Ellis.  To  this 
union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Lucille  and  Kermit.  Lucille  is  dead  and 
never  married.  Kermit,  son  of  John  and  Laura  Ellis  Swann,  married  Nina  Strange. 
To  this  union  two  sons  were  born,  namely,  J.  L.  and  Leslie.  J.  L.,  son  of  Kermit 
and  Nina  Strange  Swann,  married  Betty  Franklin. 

Ralph  L.  (Bud)  Swann,  married  Victoria  Hill.  To  this  union  one  daughter 
was  born,  namely,  Ralphine.  Ralphine,  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Victoria  Hill 
Swann,  married  Ray  Henry.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely, 
Jacqueline,  Celeste,  and  J.  Ray.  Jacqueline,  daughter  of  Ray  and  Ralphine  Swann 
Henry,  married  Ray  Parker.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  David 
and  Vicky  Celeste.  Celeste,  second  child  of  Ralphine  and  Ray  Henry,  married 
R.  T.  Felknor.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Joe  Mike.  J.  Ray, 
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youngest  child  of  Ralphine  and  Ray  Henry  is  not  married  at  the  time  this  is 
being  written. 

Will  M.  Swann,  third  child  of  Robert  and  Nancy  Nichols  Swann,  married 
Lula  Henderson.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Ray  and  Wilma. 
Ray,  son  of  Will  and  Lula  Henderson  Swann,  married  Grace  Young.  No  record 
of  any  children.  Wilma,  second  child  of  Will  and  Lulu  Henderson  Swann, 
married  French  Fox.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  William  (Billy)! 

Hollis  L.  Swann  was  never  married  and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  22. 

Lavator  (Judge)  Swann,  fifth  child  of  Nancy  Nichols  and  Robert  Swann. 
He  was  never  married  and  he  passed  away  February  I960. 

Flora  Swann,  sixth  child  of  Robert  and  Nancy  Nichols  Swann,  was  never 
married  and  passed  away  a  few  years  ago.  This  is  being  written  in  1961. 

Alma,  seventh  child  of  Robert  and  Nancy  Nichols  Swann,  married  James  Taylor 
Fox.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  James,  Maxie  Fay  and 
Robert  Taylor.  James,  son  of  James  Taylor  and  Alma  Swann  Taylor,  married 
Ruby  Sums.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Robert  and  Karen. 
Maxie  Fay,  daughter  of  James  Taylor  and  Alma  Swann  Taylor  Fox,  married  Ted 
Holbert.  To  this  union  one  daughter  was  born,  namely.  Ginger.  Robert  Taylor, 
son  of  Alma  and  James  Taylor  Fox,  married  Bonnie  J.  Layman  and  at  this 
writing  they  have  no  children. 

CLARESSA  NICHOLS 

Claressa  Nichols,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Margaret  Scantling  Nichols,  was 
born  in  Sevier  County  near  Sevierville,  Tennessee  in  1832.  She  grew  to  young 
womanhood  in  and  around  Sevierville,  Tennessee.  She  married  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Lem  Dugan. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  I  have  been  unable  to  learn  more  about  this  family. 

I  do  know  that  one  of  her  descendants  is  employed  by  the  Federal  Government 
somewhere  in  Alabama. 

Lem  Dugan,  husband  of  Claressa  Nichols  Dugan.  I  assume  he  was  born  in 
Sevier  County,  Tennessee.  I  do  know  that  at  least  one  of  his  brothers  taught 
school  in  or  near  my  mother’s  home,  as  she  went  to  school  to  him. 

I  believe  Lem  Dugan  was  sheriff  of  Sevier  County  for  quite  a  few  years. 
After  leaving  the  sheriff’s  office  he  moved  to  middle  Tennessee  in  or  near 
Nashville.  I  believe  most  of  his  family  was  reared  there.  I  do  not  know  the  dates 
of  the  death  of  him  or  his  wife  but  assume  they  are  buried  in  or  near  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee 

This  ends  some  of  the  families  of  John  Nichols.  I  am  sorry  I  was  not  able 
to  get  more  data  on  these  families. 

The  next  families  in  the  book  will  be  the  Archibald  Nichols  families.  He 
was  a  brother  to  Flayl  and  John. 
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CHAPTER  SIX 

ARCHIBALD  NICHOLS  FAMILIES 

Archibald,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Nichols.  In  the  Will  of  his  father,  John 
Nichols  1803,  he  was  listed  as  the  third  child.  It  is  my  belief  he  was  born 
sometime  between  1764  and  1767.  He  was  born  either  in  Maryland  or  Virginia. 

There  is  a  record  in  this  book  of  some  land  deeded  him  by  his  father  and 
mother,  John  and  Martha  Nichols  in  1787.  This  was  taken  from  the  County 
Clerk’s  Office,  Bedford  County,  Virginia. 

He  also  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  between  43  and  50  years  of 
age  at  the  time  he  enlisted. 

He  was  married  twice.  His  first  wife’s  name  was  Ann  Hatcher.  I  believe  he 
had  three  children  by  his  first  marriage.  I  do  not  know  their  names.  His  second 
wife  was  Polly  Updike.  I  only  know  the  lineage  of  one  child  by  this  second 
marriage.  His  name  is  John  M.  Nichols. 

Archibald  died  in  West  Virginia  around  1851  or  1855  and  there  is  some 
proof  that  he  was  around  91  years  of  age.  I  have  been  told  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  he  was  living  with  one  of  his  children  by  his  first  wife. 

John  M.  Nichols,  son  of  Archibald  and  PoUy  Updike  Nichols,  was  born  in 
1819  in  Bedford  County,  Va.  Sarah  Adeline  Richardson,  born  1824  in  Bedford 
County,  Va.,  married  John  M.  Nichols,  Dec.  15,  1841.  To  this  union  nine  children 
were  born,  namely,  John  William,  Mary,  Myra,  Julia,  Martha  A.,  Charles  Whitfield, 
Sarah  F.,  Thomas  L.,  and  Elizabeth  B.  I  only  know  the  lineage  of  one  and  he 
is  John  William  Nichols.  However,  I  know  who  the  other  children  married. 

Mary  Nichols,  born  1845,  married  Henry  Robertson.  Myra  Nichols,  like  her 
sister  Mary,  was  born  in  Franklin  Co.,  Va.,  in  1846.  She  married  Henry  McCarty. 
Julia  Nichols,  born  1861,  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  Buchner  A.  Shipman. 
Martha  A.  Nichols,  born  1863  in  Kanawha  Co.,  married  Mayberry  Proctor.  Charles 
Whitfield  Nichols,  born  in  Kanawha  Co.,  married  May  White.  Sarah  F.  Nichols, 
1854  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  Geo.  Belcher.  Thomas  L.  Nichols,  born  in 
Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.;  don’t  know  who  he  married.  Elizabeth  B.  Nichols,  born  1863 
in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  Enos  Mullens. 

John  M.  Nichols,  the  father  of  all  these  children,  died  Dec.  11,  1878.  Sarah 
Adeline  Richardson  Nichols,  John  M.  Nichols  wife,  died  April,  1917. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  NICHOLS 

John  William  Nichols,  oldest  child  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  Adeline  Richardson 
Nichols,  born  1842  in  Bedford  County,  Va.  Sarah  Ann  Turner,  born  Jan.  7,  1842, 
married  John  William  Nichols,  Jan.  23,  1861.  To  this  union  12  children  were 
born,  namely,  Samuel  Lee,  Henry  Daniel,  William  Burdett,  Mary  Frances,  Nancy 
Ellen,  Sarah  Minnie,  Dona  Bell,  Malisa  Ann,  Betty,  Handsford  B.,  Varnon  C., 
Mark  G. 

I  only  know  the  lineage  of  one  of  these  children,  Nancy  Ellen.  However,  I  do 
know  whom  most  of  the  others  married.  I  shall  list  those,  with  the  exception  of 
Nancy  Ellen,  here. 

Samuel  Lee  was  born  1862  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  V.,  married  Barbara  Warner. 
Henry  Daniel,  born  1864  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  Mary  Grose.  William 
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Burdett  was  born  1866  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  have  no  record  or  his  marriage. 
Mary  Frances  was  born  1869  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  A.  V.  Mullens. 
Sarah  Minnie  was  born  1871  in  Kanawha  Co.,  married  Waitman  Grose.  Dona 
Bell  was  born  1874  in  Kanawha  Co.,  Va.,  have  no  record  of  her  marriage. 
Malisa  Ann  was  born  1875  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  L.  S.  Hill.  Betty 
was  born  1877  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  C.  H.  Barlett.  Handsford  B. 
was  born  1879  in  Kanawha  Co.,  Va.,  married  Nora  Blair.  Vernon  C.  was  born 
1881  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  Olive  Meredith.  Mark  G.  was  born 
1886  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  Laura  Spradlin. 

John  William  Nichols  died  Dec.  24,  1928.  His  wife,  Sarah  Ann  Turner 
Nichols,  died  Jan.  12,  1917. 

Nancy  Ellen  Nichols,  fifth  child  of  John  William  and  Sarah  Ann  Turner 
Nichols,  born  Aug.  24,  1870,  in  Kanawha  Co,.  W.  Va.  John  Parks  White,  born 
Nov.  15,  1862,  married  Nancy  Ellen  Nichols  around  1889  or  1890.  To  this  union 
seven  children  were  born,  namely,  Goodridge  E.,  Hubert  V.,  Katherine  Mason, 
Golda  Marie,  Gladys  Nichols,  Eva  Lee,  Cecil. 

I  only  know  the  genealogy  of  one  of  these  children,  Eva  Lee;  however,  I  do 
know  who  most  of  the  others  married.  I  shall  list  those,  with  the  exception  of 
Eva  Lee,  here. 

Goodridge  E.  was  born  1891  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  Virginia 
Rogers.  Hubert  V.  was  born  1892  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  Mabel  Hines. 
Katherine  Mason  was  born  1895  in  Kanawha  Co.,  married  J.  M.  Depue,  M.D. 
Golda  Marie  was  born  1897  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.,  married  P.  G.  Billingsley. 
Gladys  Nichols  was  born  1897  in  Kanawha  Co.,  W.  Va.;  no  record  of  her  marriage. 
Cecil  was  born  1900  in  Webster  Co.,  W.  Va.;  died  at  birth. 

Nancy  Ellen  Nichols  White  died  Dec.  26,  1954.  Her  husband,  John  Parks 
White,  died  Dec.  15,  1935. 

Eva  Lee  White,  sixth  child  of  John  Parks  and  Nancy  Ellen  Nichols  White, 
was  born  Aug.  23,  1900,  in  Webster  Co.,  W.  Va.  Eva  Lee  White  married  Glenn  V. 
Longacre  May  14,  1924.  Before  writing  about  their  children  I  would  like  to  say 
a  few  words  about  this  fine  couple.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  in  I960, 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  must  say  that  Eva  is  a  typical  Nichols,  friendly,  sociable, 
and  like  many  of  our  other  kinsmen,  red  headed.  Glenn  Longacre  was  with  the 
Bingham  Company,  a  large  wholesale  hardware  company,  located  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  He  represented  this  firm  in  West  Virginia  for  many  years.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  know  that  this  fine  couple  are  kinsman  of  mine,  as  Mrs.  Longacre  s  great,  great 
grandfather  Archibald  and  my  great,  great,  great  grandfather  John,  were  brothers. 

To  this  couple  two  sons  were  born,  namely,  Glenn  V,  and  John  Parks.  Glenn 
married  Wanda  Pierson.  To  this  union  one  daughter  was  born,  namely,  Tonia 
Lee  Longacre.  John  Parks  married  Patricia  Henry.  To  this  union  three  sons  were 
born,  namely,  John  Steven,  James  Henry,  and  David  Allen. 

This  ends  the  family  tree  of  the  Archibald  and  Polly  Updike  Nichols.  There 
are  many  more  branches  of  this  tree  that  should  be  written  about.  I  do  not  have 
the  records  of  them,  so,  at  least  you  have  one  complete  branch  of  this  tree  as 
of  this  date. 

On  the  following  pages  you  will  find  the  families  of  Catherine  Nichols 
Pollard,  a  sister  of  Flayl,  John  and  Archibald. 
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CHAPTER  SEVEN 


CATHERINE  NICHOLS  POLLARD  FAMILIES 

Catherine  Nichols  Pollard,  one  of  the  daughters  of  John  and  Martha  Nichols 
of  the  will  of  1803.  I  do  not  know  whether  she  was  older  than  Archibald  or  her 
two  other  sisters  Mary  and  Jane,  so  I  am  placing  her  after  Archibald  on  this  list. 

The  only  thing  I  have  on  record  in  reference  to  her,  is  in  1828  she  applied  to 
the  Federal  Government  for  her  part  of  the  land  that  was  due  her  father,  John 
Nichols  of  the  will  of  1803,  for  his  service  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  You  will 
find  photostatic  copies  of  her  application  for  this  land  on  the  following  page. 

I  was  able  to  find  them  in  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C.  This 
was  granted  and  the  photostatic  copies  show  that  all  other  legal  heirs  signed. 

Catherine  Nichols  married  John  Pollard  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia.  The  only 
child  of  this  marriage  that  I  have  on  record  is  their  daughter,  Catherine.  She  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia,  in  1804. 

She  married  Paschal  Brown  on  March  2,  1824  in  Bedford  County,  Virginia. 
In  1833  Paschal  Brown  and  his  wife,  Catherine,  left  Bedford  County,  Virginia,  and 
moved  to  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
namely,  John  Paschal,  Thomas  J.,  Jesse,  James,  Mary  Elizabeth  died  in  infancy 
and  another  daughter  was  born  who  was  also  named  Mary  Elizabeth.  Three  other 
children  were  born,  namely,  Julia  Ann,  William  Anderson,  and  Catherine. 

Catherine  Pollard  Brown  died  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee  in  1860.  Her 
husband.  Paschal,  died  in  1887. 

I  have  no  record  of  the  date  of  Catherine  Nichols  Pollard  or  John  Pollard  s 
death.  They  were  probably  buried  in  Virginia. 

In  writing  about  the  Paschal  and  Catherine  Pollard  Brown  family,  at  this  time 
I  only  know  the  lineage  of  one  of  these  children,  the  Julia  Ann  Brown  family. 

You  will  find  the  lineage  of  Julia  Ann  Brown  family  on  the  following  pages. 

THIS  IS  A  COPY  OF  CATHERINE  NICHOLS  POLLARD’S  CLAIM  FOR  A 

LAND  GRANT  IN  1828. 

FROM  NATIONAL  ARCHIVES,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Copy  from  the  National  Archives  Record  Group  No.  15  A 

B.L.W.T.  1474-100 

State  of  Virginia 
County  of  Bedford 

I  Catherine  Pollard,  (formerly  Catherine  Nichols),  daughter  and  one  of  the 
heirs  at  law  of  John  Nichols,  deceased,  do  upon  oath  testify  and  declare  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief  that  John  Nichols  did  enlist  in  1778  for  the  term  of 
during  the  war  and  served  in  Regiment  Number  six,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Buckner,  of  the  Virginia  Con’l  line  and  that  he  continued  in  the  service  aforesaid, 
until  the  close  of  the  war 

I  further  declare  that  I  have  never  received  from  the  United  States  a  warrant 
for  the  bounty  land  promised  to  the  said  John  Nichols  on  the  part  of  the  United 
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States,  nor  do  I  believe  that  he  ever  received  it,  or  tfansfered  his  claim  to  it  in  any 
manner  whatsoever.  Therefore  Know  all  Men  by  these  present,  that  I  Catherine 
Pollard  aforesaid  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  Leroy  Jordan  to  be  my  true 
and  lawful  attorney,  for  me  and  in  my  name,  to  demand  and  receive  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States  a  warrant  for  the  quantity  of  land  due  to 
me  as  aforesaid,  and  my  said  attorney  is  hereby  fully  authorised  impowered  to 
constitute  and  appoint  one  or  more  attorneys  under  him  for  the  special  purpose 
above  expressed. 

Teste 

Jesse  Pollard  Catherine  Pollard 


Personally  appeared  the  above  named  Catherine  Pollard  subscribes  to  the 
foregoing  declaration  and  in  my  presence  acknowledged  to  be  her  free  act  and 
deed  for  the  purpose  there-in  mentioned. 


Given  under  my  hand  this  24th  day  of  October  1828. 


Virginia,  Bedford  Clerk's  Office 


Chas.  Whitely— J.  P. 


I  Gustavius  A.  Wingfield,  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  County  of  Bedford,  do  hereby 
certify  that  Chas.  Whitely  Gent,  whose  signature  appears  to  the  within  certificate 
is  and  was  at  the  time  applying  the  same  an  acting  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and 
for  the  said  county  duly  commissioned  and  qualified  according  to  law  and  that 
full  faith  and  credit  are  due  and  ought  to  be  given  to  all  his  official  acts  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereas  I  have  herewith  affixed  my  official  seal  and  Subscribed 
my  name  this  the  28th  day  January  1829. 

G.  A.  Whitefield  D.  C.  C. 

March  3rd,  1829.  Received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  a  military  warrant 
number  1474  issued  in  the  name  of  Catherine  Pollard  and  other  heirs  at  law  of 
John  Nichols  of  the  Virginia  line  during  the  revolutionary  war 

Leroy  Jordon 


No.  1474 — Catherine  Pollard — daughter  and  other  heirs 


John  Nichols,  Priv.  Va. 

'  mail  to  Leroy  Jordon. 

A  photostatic  copy  of  her  original  claim  in  her  own  handwriting  will  be 
found  on  the  next  page.  The  only  reason  I  am  leaving  it  in  is  for  the  government 
seal  that  is  shown.  This  claim  was  granted. 

William  Harrison,  fourth  son  of  Julia  Ann  Brown  Arnold  and  Benjaman 
Arnold,  was  born  Oct.  8,  1861,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  He  married  Nancy 
Ann  Brown  on  March  28,  1888,  in  Shelbyville,  'Tennessee.  To  this  union  three 
children  were  born,  namely,  Edwin  Albert,  Mary  Gertrude,  and  Wardner  Brown. 

William  Harrison  Arnold  and  Nancy  Ann  Brown  Arnold  moved  to  Birmingham, 
Alabama;  here  their  oldest  son,  Edwin,  was  born  and  perhaps  the  other  two 
children.  They  later  moved  to  Commerce,  Texas. 

William  Arnold  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  died  in  Fresno,  California.  William 
in  1942  and  Nancy  in  1928. 
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v  v  r ;  JULIA  ANN  BROWN 

Julia  Ann  Brown,  daughter  of  Paschal  and  Catherine  Pollard  Brown,  was  born 
in  Virginia  on  Jan.  1,  1833,  and  when  an  infant  was  brought  to  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee.  She  married  Benjamin  Pleasant  Arnold.  To  this  union  five  children 
were  born,  namely,  Nancy  Catherine,  Jesse  Paschal,  James  Thomas,  William 
Harrison  and  Pleasant  Annie  Forrest. 

Benjamin  Arnold  served  in  the  Confederate  Army  under  General  Forrest.  He 
was  killed  near  Pontotoc,  Mississippi  in  1864.  Julia  Ann  died  in  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee  in  1904 

I  only  know  a  partial  lineage  of  two,  of  these  children.  Tpjey  are  William 
Harrison  and  Pleasant  Annie  Forrest,  You  will  find  them  listed  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages 

Edwin  Albert  Arnold,,  oldest  child  of  William  and  Nancy  Arnold,  was  born 
in  Birmingham,  Alabama  in  1889^  Mis  parents  moved  to  Commerce,  Texas  and 
Edwin  attended  school  here.  Later  they  moved  to  California,  and  on  Jan.  15,  1907, 
he  started  as  a  call  boy  for  the  Same  Fe  Railroad.  You  will  find,  much  jof  his  fine 
career  on  the  next,,  few  pages.  ,  _  .  . 

.  He  married  Pauline  ,  Grace  Rutland,  his  :  school  sweetheart,,  im  CommercCj, 
Texas^  Nov.  25,  1914.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely^'?- Edwin: 
Albert,  Ann  Then,  and  Jean  Marie..  Edwin  Albert  died  while  an  infant.^  :  - 

Ann  Ellen  Arnold,  daughter  of  Edwin  Albert  and  Pauline  Grace  Rutland 
Arnold,  born  May  10,  1922,  married  Richard  Nax  and  later  married  Eugene  J. 
Murphy.  They  have  two  sons,  namely,  David  Brian  Murphy,  Brandon  Edward 
Murphy.  This  family  lives  in  California. 

,.Jean  Marie  Arnold,,  daughter  of  -Edwin  Albert  and  Pauline  Grace  Rutland 
Arnold,  born  Oct.  3,  1925.  Jean  Marie  married  Lloyd  William  Cooper,  June  25„ 
1950,  in  Carmel,  California.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely, 
Catherine  Ann,  born  Oct.  6,  1953;  Chanda  Maureen,  born  June  4,  1955.  This 
family  resides  in  California. 

ILLUSTRIOUS  EDWIN  ALBERT  ARNOLD,  33°  ^  " 

Our  very  affable  Brother  Edwin  (Ed)  Albert  Arnold,  33°,  was  born  in 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  on  July  21,  1889.  In  1900,  his  family  moved  to  Commerce, 
texas,  where,  he  attended  the  public  schools. 

On  January  15  th  of  this -year,  he  completed  fifty  years  of  faithful  service  fon 
the  Santa  Fe  Railway  Company.  Shortly  after  his  family  moved  to  Fresno,  on 
January  15,  1907,  he  started  work  as  a  callboy.  By  his  steady  and  conscientious 
application  to  his  work,  he  advanced  step  by  step  through  various  positions  and 
became  Chief  Clerk  in  1915.  For  about  nineteen  years,  he  held  the  position  as 
Agent  of  this  company  at  Corcoran,  leaving  there  in  1939  to  serve  in  such  capacity 
at  Stockton.  Thereafter,  he  rose  to  the  office  of  Chief  Clerk,  which  position  he  has 
held  for  the  last  ten  years  and  does  now  hold. 

This  fine  brother  while  at  Corcoran  fitted  in  very  well  as  a  leader  in  civic, 
church,  and  school  affairs.  Within  three  years,  he  became  president  of  the  Corcoran’ 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this 
body  for  several  years.  While  serving  as  president  of  this  organization,  he  was' 


98 


instrumental  in  getting  it  successfully  to  foster  and  promote  the  first  Boy  Scout 
Troop  in  Corcoran  and  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Boy  Scout  Board  there  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Corcoran  Elementary  School 
Board,  serving  as  its  clerk  for  twelve  years.  He  was  very  active  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  for  eighteen  years  served  as  a  Tmstee  and  Elder  of  this  church. 

'  During  the  nineteen  years  he  lived  at  Corcoran,  he  was  imbued  with  such  devo¬ 
tion  to  our  Scottish  Rite  Bodies  that  he  would  drive  fifty-five  miles  each  way  to 
attend  meetings  every  Monday  night,  despite  rain,  wind,  or  fog.  He  was  encouraged 
to  do  this  by  his  very  fine  wife,  who  was  his  boyhood  sweetheart.  Miss  Pauline 
Rutland  of  Commerce,  Texas  and  who  occupied  herself  with  the  necessary  family 
sewing  on  these  many  long  nights  taken  up  on  account  of  his  attendance  at 
our  Temple.  i 


While  he  lived  at  Corcoran,  he  took  part  in  the  work  of  several  of  our  degrees 
and  organized  a  team  of  Kings  County  members  who  faithfully  put  on  the  26° 
for  fifteen  years.  During  this  period,  he  held  offices  in  the  Fresno  Lodge  of 
Perfection,  culminating  with  his  efficient  and  friendly  service  as  Venerable  Master 
in  1932.  He  also  served  in  offices  of  the  three  other  bodies,  becoming  Wise  Master 
of  the  Fresno  Chapter  Rose  Croix  in  1932;  and  after  moving  to  Stockton,  he 
served  as  Commander  of  the  Fresno  Council  of  Kadosh  in  1940  and  Master 
of  the  Fresno  Consistory  in  1941.  Even  though  Stockton  is  some  120  miles  away, 
he  made  the  trip  to  Fresno  whenever  his  duties  required  his  attendance  here.  Now 
that  he  lies  in  Stockton,  he  has  been  a  steady  visitor  of  the  Scottish  Rite  Bodies 
in  that  city.  On  October  17,  1939,  he  was  invested  with  the  honor  of  Knight 
Commander  of  the  Court  of  Honour  and  was  coroneted  as  Inspector  General 
Honorary  of  the  33°  on  January  21,  1956. 

Brother  Ed  has  sereved  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  exceedingly  well.  On  February 
11,  1921,  he  was  raised  to  the  Third  Degree  in  Fresno  Lodge  No.  247.  After 
demitting  to  Corcoran  Lodge  No.  490,  he  served  in  various  chairs  of  this  lodge,  and 
for  two  years,  in  1927  and  1928,  he  filled  the  office  of  its  Worshipful  Master.  On 
numerous  occasions,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  conferring  degrees  on  his 
fellow  employees  in  the  Stockton  area. 

In  April  1924,  he  was  initiated  in  Aahmes  Temple  of  the  Shrine  and  demitted 
to  Islam  Temple  in  1925.  After  moving  to„Stockton,  he  was  one  of  the  promoters 
in  organizing  the  San  Joaquin  Ben  Ali  Shrine  Club,  which  has  the  reputation  of 
being  the  largest  club  in  Shrinedom,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of 
Directors  of  this  club.  He  was  the  Worthy  Patron  in  the  Corcoran  Chapter  of 
Eastern  Star  in  1925 


Mrs.  Arnold  and  Ed  have  two  very  fine  daughters:  Ann  Ellen,  now  Mrs. 
Eugene  Murphy  of  Sonora,  and  Jean  Marie,  now  Mrs.  William  Cooper  of  Stockton. 
They  derive  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  from  the  fact  that  they  are  blessed  with  four 
grandchildren:  two  boys,  aged  3  and  13,  and  two  girls,  aged  1  and  3.  Eds  hobbies 
are  fishing  and  golf;  and  in  the  past  few  years  he  has  found  pleasure  in  the 
research  study  of  family  history  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  San  Joaquin 
Genealogical  Society  in  1952,  and  has  served  ever  since  as  its  treasurer. 


The  fine  qualities  and  activities  of  this  excellent  brother  afford  to  us  an 
inspiration  of  a  life  which  he  has  led  and  is  leading  pleasantly  and  with  great 
devotion  and  service  to  other. 

FRANK  H.  MARVIN,  32°,  K.C.C.H. 
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PASCHAL  AND  CATHERINE  POLLARD  BROWN  FAMILY 

Pleasant  Annie  Forrest  Arnold,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Pleasant  and  Julia  Ann 
Brown  Arnold,  was  born  in  Tennessee.  She  married  Allen  James  Thomas.  To 
this  union,  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Zella  Thomas,  Emmett  Lee,  and 
Harry  T.  Anna,  these  children’s  mother,  died  when  they  were  small.  Their  aunt, 
Nancy  Catherine,  reared  them.  I  might  state  here  that  their  aunt  Nancy  Catherine 
married  Gordon  Wallis. 

Emmett  Lee  Thomas,  son  of  Allen  and  Pleasant  Annie  Arnold  Thomas,  married 
Ella  Kate  Hatmaker.  They  had  no  children. 

I  do  not  know  who  Harry  T.  Thomas,  another  son  of  Allen  and  Pleasant 
Annie  Aronld  Thomas  married.  But,  I  have  been  told,  he  had  no  children. 

Zella  Thomas,  daughter  of  Allen  and  Pleasant  Anne  Arnold  Thomas,  was 
born  in  Tennessee.  She  married  Gilbert  A.  Brooks. 

Before  writing  about  the  family  of  Zella  and  Gilbert  Brooks,  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  these  two  fine  people  as  they  attended  our  I960  and  1961  Nichols 
families  reunions.  It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  me  to  know  that  I  have  such 
fine  relatives. 

Zella  and  Gilbert  Brooks  have  four  children,  namely,  Marion  Robert,  Gordon 
Thomas,  Henry  Allen,  and  Jimmy  Flynn. 

Marion  Robert,  oldest  son  of  Zella  and  Gilbert  Brooks,  married  Earleene 
Stephens.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Robinette,  Gilbert 
William,  and  Catherine  Jane.  Robinette,  their  daughter,  married  Ronnie  Nutt. 

Gordon  Thomas,  second  son  of  Zella  and  Gilbert  Brooks,  married  Earleene 
Babb.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Zella  Ann,  and  Patricia 
Mae.  Zella  Ann,  their  daughter,  married  Clarence  R.  Tallaut  and  they  have  a 
daughter  named  Dana  Lynette 

Henry  Allen,  third  son  of  Zella  and  Gilbert  Brooks,  married  Betty  Wheeler. 
To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  John  Allen,  Mark  Wheeler, 
and  Philip  Henry 

Jimmy  Flynn,  youngest  son  of  Zella  and  Gilbert  Brooks,  married  Jean  Ball. 
To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Mary  Flynn  and  Jimmy  Michael. 

This  ends  the  families  of  the  Catherine  Nichols  Pollard.  On  the  following 
pages  you  will  find  the  William  and  Reuben  Nichols  families. 
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CHAPTER  EIGHT 


WILLIAM  AND  REUBEN  NICHOLS  FAMILIES 

William  Nichols  came  into  Blount  County,  Tennessee  when  a  young  man. 
It  was  believed  by  most  of  his  relatives  that  he  came  from  North  Carolina  but  it 
has  been  proved  conclusively  that  he  came  from  Virginia. 

William  s  father  lost  his  life  while  hunting.  He  had  shot  and  wounded  a  deer 
and  decided  to  finish  it  with  his  knife.  In  the  struggle  they  both  fell  into  the 
river  and  he  was  drowned. 

William  married  Sallie  Norton  of  Blount  County,  Tennessee.  To  this  union 
eight  children  were  born,  namely  Alex,  Will,  James,  "Cus”  (I  think  his  name 
was  Cuijuiko),  Norman,  Polly,  Lorango  and  John. 

Alex  and  Will  died  with  typhoid  when  they  were  young  men.  James  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  War.  He  was  killed  in  or  near  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas  and  is  buried  there.  Cus  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi  and  wa  buried  there.  Norman 
was  badly  wounded  while  serving  in  the  Union  Army  and  came  home  with  a 
number  of  bullets  in  him.  Polly  Nichols  married  James  Glass  and  they  had  three 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Lorango  was  small  in  stature  and  stayed 
at  home  with  his  mother  until  she  died  and  then  married  a  lady  from  around 
Walland  or  Townsend  in  Blount  County.  He  had  several  children  but  I  don’t 
know  any  of  their  names. 

This  Nichols  family  might  be  a  descendant  of  the  William  Nichols,  maker  of 
the  Will  of  1762  in  Lunnenburg  County,  Virginia.  A  copy  of  that  Will  is  placed 
with  the  other  Wills  on  record  in  this  book.  Julius  Nichols  was  probably  the 
father  of  the  maker  of  the  Will  of  1762,  as  their  name  appeared  on  Land 
Grants  together, 

John  Nichols,  son  of  William  and  Sallie  Norton  Nichols,  was  born  in  Blount 
County,  Tennessee.  He  married  Katherine  Julian  of  Sevier  County,  Tenn.  They 
lived  in  Blount,  Sevier  and  Knox  Counties  all  their  lives.  They  had  eleven  children, 
namely,  Jane,  William  Andrew,  John,  Sarah  Ann,  Nancy,  Mattie,  Margaret, 
Cordelia,  Callie,  Leona  Rose,  James. 

Jane  married  a  Randles  and  reared  a  large  family  and  lived  in  Louden  County. 
One  of  her  daughters,  Mrs.  Carrie  Hutchins,  now  lives  in  Knoxville  and  has  two 
sons,  namely,  Ralph  and  Carl.  Ralph  is  a  football  coach  for  one  of  the  schools 
in  Knoxville.  Carl  is  an  insurance  agent  for  the  Blue  Cross  located  in  Knoxille,  Tenn. 

William  Andrew,  son  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married  a  Houser, 
and  lived  for  many  years  in  Loudon  County,  Tenn.  They  reared  a  large  family. 
The  only  ones  I  have  any  record  of  are  Ross  Nichols,  Martel,  Tennessee,  and  James 
R.  Nichols,  Martel,  Tenn.  (commonly  called  Possum  Valley). 

John  E.  Nichols,  another  son  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married 
Minnie  Frazier.  They  had  three  children,  nam^ely  Paul,  Claude  and  Hazel.  Paul 
was  superintendent  of  the  Gulf  Oil  operations  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee  for  many 
years.  He  is  now  located  in  Pittsburgh,  Penna.  with  the  same  company.  Claude 
lives  in  Kimberlain  Heights,  Pike  Knoxville  and  I  don’t  know  who  he  married. 
Hazel  married  a  minister  and  moved  to  either  Missouri  or  Iowa. 

Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  and  at  this  time 
I  do  not  know  who  she  married. 

Nancy  Katherine,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married  a 
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Francis  and  lived  in  Sequatchie  Valley  down  in  or  near  Jasper,  Tennessee.  They 
had  three  sons,  namely,  Hugh  and  Oscar,  they  were  twins,  ihese  are  the  only  two 
I  have  any  record  of. 

Mattie,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married  a  Goolsby. 
She  has  one  daughter  that  1  have  a  record  of.  Her  name  is  Winnie.  I  believe  she 
married  J.  B.  Ledgerwood,  and  they  now  reside  at  E.  Fifth  Avenue,  Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

Margaret  Ellen,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married  Rufe 
Johnson,  who  was  one-time  mayor  of  Park  City,  iney  have  two  sons  and  one 
daughter  that  I  have  a  record  of  still  living,  namely,  George,  Rufe,  and  Bell.  George 
former  owner  of  the  G.  W.  Johnson  Coal  Co.,  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  is  now 
retired.  Rufe  Johnson,  a  paint  contractor  who  lives  in  East  Knoxville,  Tennessee 
at  the  time  this  is  written.  Beil,  I  believe,  married  a  Horner  and  lives  in  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn. 

Cordelia,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married  Reuben 
Blount,  a  minister.  They  moved  to  Missouri  and  here  Rev.  Blount  died  several 
years  ago.  After  his  death,  Cordelia,  went  to  live  with  her  daugher  Miss  Alleen 
Blount  m  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

I  have  had  several  letters  from  Mrs.  Cordelia  Blount  and  at  this  writing  she 
is  over  80  years  of  age.  This  is  being  written  in  I960. 

Callie,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married  Will  Widner. 
I  have  information  on  two  children,  Dave  and  Mary.  I  don’t  know  whether  they 
are  married  or  not.  They  live  in  or  near  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Leona,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married  Joe  Roy 
and  are  still  living  at  Kimberlain  Heights,  near  Johnson  Bible  College.  He  is  a 
retired  barber.  They  had  several  children. 

James  Richard,  another  son  of  John  and  Katherine  Julian  Nichols,  married 
Clara  Evelyn  Reynolds.  They  had  eight  children,  3  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are  namely,  Zola  Mays,  Joe,  Reuben,  Beryl  and  Cora.  James  Richard 
died  Oct.  3,  1959. 

Zola  May,  oldest  child  of  James  Richard  and  Clara  Evelyn  Reynolds  Nichols, 
married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Clarence.  They  live  near  Knoxville. 

Joe,  son  of  James  Richard  and  Clara  Evelyn  Reynolds  Nichols,  is  a  building 
contractor  and  lives  in  Knoxville.  I  have  no  information  as  to  whether  he  is 
married  or  not. 

Reuben,  son  of  James  Richard  and  Clara  Evelyn  Reynolds  Nichols,  lives  in 
the  vicinity  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  To  quote  him,  he  is  a  "lawyer,  poet,  naturalist, 
farmer,  possum  hunter,  and  plain  loafer.”  Seriously,  he  is  a  brilliant  lawyer  and 
a  very  successful  professional  man.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Tennes¬ 
see.  Reuben  married  Zella  Arnet,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Carson  Newman  College. 
To  this  union  one  son  was  born,  namely,  Edward.  He  is  now  a  freshman  at  the 
University  of  Tennessee. 

Beryl,  son  of  James  Richard  and  Clara  Evelyn  Reynolds  Nichols,  is  a  scientist 
and  lives  in  or  near  Greenville,  Tennessee.  He  is  a  scientific  Agronomist  for  the 
U.S.D.A.  and  the  University  of  lenn.  at  the  Tobacco  Experiment  Station,  Greenville, 
Tennessee.  He  married  Lillian  Moore  and  has  four  children. 

Cora  Lynn,  another  daughter  of  James  Richard  and  Clara  Evelyn  Reynolds 
Nichols,  married  Ralph  Lusk.  She  is  a  Registered  Nurse  with  post  graduate  work 
and  is  now  employed  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
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CHAPTER  NINE 


NICHOLS  FAMILY  IN  MASSACHUSETTS  THAT  MARRIED  INTO 

THE  MAYFLOWER  GROUP 

In  writing  3.bou.t  this  N^ichols  fciniily  from  M^a.ss9.chusctts,  I  do  not  know  just 
when  this  family  came  to  Massachusetts.  There  were  many  Nichols  families  in  this 
state  in  the  l600’s  and  1700’s.  I  am  picking  this  particular  one  out  because  one 
of  the  sons  married  into  the  Mayflower  group. 

It  is  a  known  fact  that  there  were  four  brothers  in  this  group.  One  was  named 
Jonas  Nichols;  he  lived  to  be  104.  Another  brother  was  Gilbert  Nichols.  He 
married  Angelia  White,  a  descendant  of  the  White  family  that  came  over  on  the 
Mayflower.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Ralph  White  Nichols. 

Ralph  White  Nichols  married  Nettie  Bugham.  To  this  union  two  children 
were  born,  namely,  Leola  Bugham  and  Corydon  Richard.  Leola  never  married. 

Corydon  Richard  Nichols  married  Elizabeth  Leesemoore.  To  this  union  two 
children  were  born,  namely,  Barbara,  Gilbert  White. 

Barbara,  daughter  of  Corydon  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Leesemoore  Nichols, 
married  Howard  W.  Ramsey.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Richard  L. 

Gilbert,  son  of  Corydon  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Leesemoore  Nichols,  married 
Elizabeth  Zawacki.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born,  namely,  Steven  John, 
Kenneth  Corydon,  Daisy  Angelia,  and  Nancy  Lee. 

In  commenting  about  this  Nichols  family  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  have  met 
Barbara  Nichols  Ramsey.  She  is  a  fine  girl  and  an  excellent  nurse.  She  now  resides 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

There  are  other  Nichols  families  that  live  in  Ohio  at  the  present  time,  but  most 
of  their  ancestors  came  from  the  other  colonies  of  states.  On  the  following  pages 
I  will  write  of  some  of  these  families. 

COL.  CALEB  NICHOLOS 

Col.  Caleb  Nichols  was  born  in  Massachusets  in  1789-  Amanda  Parks  Nichols, 
his  wife,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1796.  To  this  union  11  children  were 
born,  some  in  Massachusetts  and  some  in  Ohio.  Namely,  Mary,  Orrin,  Isabelle, 
Laura,  Amanda,  Sabra,  Luther,  Caroline,  Hannah,  Oscar  A.,  Amelia  S. 

Col.  Caleb  Nichols  or  his  parents  may  have  lived  some  time  in  Connecticut 
before  coming  to  Ohio  in  1823.  I  only  know  the  complete  genealogy  of  one  of  Col. 
Caleb  Nichols  children;  he  is  the  second  child,  Orrin  Parks  Nichols. 

Orrin  Parks  Nichols,  second  child  of  Col.  Caleb  and  Amanda  Parks  Nichols, 
came  to  Ohio  from  Massachusetts  when  he  was  six  years  of  age.  His  father  settled 
in  Trumble  Co.,  Ohio. 

Orrin  Parks  Nichols  married  Lemira  F.  Crow  in  1840.  He  bought  a  70-acre 
farm  near  Kent,  Ohio,  in  that  same  year  and  later  added  other  farms.  He  was 
also  a  lumber  dealer  in  western  New  York  and  served  in  the  Ohio  Legislature 

in  1875. 
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To  this  marriage  of  Orrin  Parks  and  Lemira  Crow  Nichols,  two  children  were 
born,  namely,  Laura  and  Mary.  Lemira  Crow  Nichols,  first  wife  of  Orrin  Parks 
Nichols,  died  in  1845.  Orrin  Parks  Nichols  second  wife’s  name  was  Wealthy 
Catherine  Baird;  they  were  married  in  1847.  To  this  union  four  children  were 
born,  namely,  Fremont  Allen,  Orrin  Parks,  Katie  Ann,  and  William  Pitt.  Orrin 
Parks  Nichols  died  in  1877  and  his  second  wife.  Wealthy  Catherine  Baird  Nichols, 
died  in  1894. 

Fremont  Allen  Nichols,  son  of  Orrin  Parks  and  Wealthy  Catherine  Baird 
Nichols,  married  Zalia  Fankel.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born,  namely, 
Orrin  Parks,  Nellie  Blanche,  Orrie  Edith,  Roy  Wesley,  Alvah  Fankel,  and  Pearl 
Eldena.  I  only  know  the  complete  genealogy  of  one  of  these  children,  Roy  Wesley. 

Roy  Wesley,  son  of  Fremont  Allen  and  Zalia  Fankel  Nichols,  married  Bessie 
Luemma  McDonald.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Howard,  died 
in  infancy,  and  Lucille.  Roy  Wesley  reared  his  family  in  or  near  Twinsberg,  Ohio. 
His  daughter,  Lucille  was  reared  in  that  vicinity.  After  her  parent’s  death,  Lucille 
came  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  now  with  the  American  Steel  and  Wire,  a  branch 
of  the  U.S.  Steel  Corporation,  in  the  Legal  department.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
this  young  lady  in  I960,  and  must  say  it  is  a  pleasure  to  know  that  we  have  so 
many  fine  people  such  as  her  in  the  Nichols  families.  She  is  very  interested  in 
classical  music  and  is  a  great  swimmer.  At  the  time  this  is  being  written  she  is 
not  married. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY  NICHOLS  EAMILIES 

William  Pinkney  Nichols  was  born  Nov.  17,  1821  in  Penelton,  South  Carolina. 
He  was  captain  in  the  Confederate  Army  during  the  Civil  War. 

Mary  Valentine  Anderson  was  born  Oct.  12,  1815  and  married  William  Pinkney 
Nichols  on  Jan.  24,  1847.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born,  namely,  James 
Eloyd,  William  Pinkney  Austin,  Nancy  S.,  Thomas  L.,  Josiah  Henry,  and 
Georgia  S. 

Mary  Valentine  Anderson  Nichols,  wife  of  William  Pinkney  Nichols,  died 
Feb.  6,  1884  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee  and  is  buried  there. 

Sarah  Adaline  Corbett,  second  wife  of  William  Pinkney  Nichols,  was  born 
Aug.  2,  1852  and  married  William  Pinkney  Nichols  on  Dec.  14,  1884. 

William  Pinkney  Nichols  died  April  12,  1911  and  is  buried  at  White  Pine, 
Tennessee.  .Sarah  Adaline  Corbett  Nichols,  his  second  wife,  died  June  13,  1924 
and  is  also  buried  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee. 

James  Floyd,  oldest  son  of  William  Pinkney  and  Mary  Valentine  Anderson 
Nichols,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1847.  Roberta  White,  wife  of  James  Floyd  Nichols,  was 
born  April  8,  1855  and  married  James  Floyd  Nichols  in  1884.  To  this  union 
one  child  was  born,  namely,  Garnett  Adair. 

Roberta  White  Nichols,  wife  of  James  Floyd  Nichols,  died  March  7,  1889  at 
White  Pine,  Tennessee  and  is  buried  there.  James  Floyd  Nichols  died  April  20, 
1926,  and  is  also  buried  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  Garnett  Adair  Nichols,  son  of 
James  Floyd  and  Roberta  White  Nichols,  was  born  July  30,  1886  at  White  Pine, 
Tennessee.  He  died  in  Texarkana,  Texas,  June  22,  1953  and  is  buried  there. 
He  never  married 
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William  Pinkney  Austin  Nichols,  second  child  of  William  Pinkney  and  Mary 
Valentine  Anderson  Nichols,  was  born  May  26,  1849,  in  Georgia.  He  died  Aug.  15, 
1896,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee  and  is  buried  there.  He  never  married. 

Nancy  S.  Nichols,  third  child  of  William  Pinkney  and  Mary  Valentine 
Anderson  Nichols  was  born  Jan.  20,  1851,  in  Georgia.  Died  July  22,  1851  and 
is  buried  there. 

Thomas  L.,  fourth  child  of  W^illiam  Pinkney  and  Mary  Valentine  Anderson 
Nichols,  was  born  April  19,  1852  in  Georgia,  died  1882  in  Arkansas  and  is  buried 
there.  He  never  married. 


JOSIAH  HENRY  NICHOLS 

Josiah  Henry,  fifth  child  of  William  Pinkney  and  Mary  Valentine  Anderson 
Nichols,  was  born  June  20,  1854  in  Georgia.  Adelaide  Grubb  McFarland,  born 
Jan.  28,  1861  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee,  married  Josiah  Henry  Nichols  on  Oct.  6, 
1881,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  To  this  union  nine  children  were  born,  namely, 
Benjamin  McFarland,  William  Floyd,  Otway  Lafayette,  Ebon  Ross,  Love  Imagene, 
Ruby  Jewell,  Bonnie  Rowe,  Theresa  Adelaide,  and  Mary  McFarland. 

Josiah  Henry  Nichols  died  March  30,  1923  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee  and  is 
buried  there.  Adelaide  Grubb  McFarland  Nichols  died  Jan.  22,  1936  and  is  also 
buried  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee. 

Benjamin  McFarland  Nichols,  oldest  child  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb 
McFarland  Nichols,  born  July  23,  1882  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee,  died  July 
30,  1882. 

William  Floyd,  second  child  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb  McFarland 
Nichols,  was  born  Dec.  24,  1883,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  Amanda  Turner  was 
born  Nov.  23,  1896  and  married  William  Floyd  Nichols  April  15,  1933,  at  New¬ 
port,  Tennessee.  I  have  no  record  of  any  children  from  this  union.  At  the  time 
this  is  being  written  (1961)  to  my  knowledge  they  are  still  living. 

Otway  Lafayette,  third  child  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb  McFarland 
Nichols,  was  born  Aug.  12,  1886,  died  Dec.  31,  1886,  and  is  buried  at  White 
Pine,  Tennessee. 

Ebon  Ross,  fourth  child  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb  McFarland 
Nichols,  was  born  Jan.  18,  1888,  at  White  Pine,  Tenn.  He  liked  to  opossum  hunt 
in  his  younger  days  and  enjoyed  most  all  the  other  sports  that  young  Jefferson 
County  men  participated  in.  He  was  a  real  estate  and  railroad  man  most  of  his  life. 
Anna  Louis  Bird,  born  Nov.  19,  1888,  near  Greeneville,  Tennessee,  married 
Ebon  Ross  Nichols  Sept.  28,  1915,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  To  this  union  one 
child  was  born,  namely,  Harold  Dale.  Annie  Louis  Bird  Nichols  died  Dec.  11, 
1956  at  Daytona,  Florida  and  is  buried  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  Harold  Dale, 
only  son  of  Ebon  Ross  and  Anna  Louis  Bird  Nichols,  was  born  March  24,  1919,  at 
White  Pine,  Tennessee.  Margaret  Ailene  Witt,  v/as  born  Sept.  15,  1922,  u  Morris¬ 
town,  Tennessee.  She  married  Harold  Dale  Nichols  Jan.  9,  1943  at  York,  South 
Carolina.  To  this  union  was  an  adopted  son,  namely,  Thomas  Arnold  Nichols,  born 
July  29,  1946.  Myna  Leo  Wilson,  second  wife  of  Ebon  Ross  Nichols,  was  born 
April  2,  1890,  near  Morristown,  Tenn.,  married  Ebon  Ross  April  12,  1958,  at 
White  Pine,  Tennessee. 
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Love  Imagene,  fifth  child  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb  McFarland 
Nichols,  was  born  April  11,  1890  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  She  never  married. 

Ruby  Jewell,  sixth  child  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb  McFarland 
Nichols,  was  born  Feb.  1,  1892,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  Hubert  Halma  Huffaker 
was  born  June  13,  1887,  in  Sevier  County,  Tennessee,  he  married  Ruby  Jewell 
Nichols,  Jan.  7,  1914  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  To  this  union  three  children  were 
born,  namely,  Jean  Adelaide,  Eleanor  Love,  and  Orrille  Louise. 

Hubert  Halma  Huffaker,  husband  of  Ruby  Jewell  Nichols  Huffaker,  died 
Aug.  26,  1924  in  Cleveland,  Tennessee  and  is  buried  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery, 
Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

Jean  Adelaide  Huffaker,  oldest  daughter  of  Hubert  Halma  and  Ruby  Jewell 
Nichols  Huffaker,  was  born  Oct.  22,  1916  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  Carroll 
Arnold  Nelson,  born  June  30,  1915  at  Limestone,  Tennessee  married  Jean  Adelaide 
Huffaker  March  11,  1938  at  Bulls  Gap,  Tennessee.  To  this  union  two  children  were 
born,  namely.  Smart  Arnold,  born  Feb.  8,  1939,  James  Ross,  born  Jan.  18,  1942. 

Eleanor  Love,  second  daughter  of  Hubert  Halma  and  Ruby  Jewell  Nichols 
Huffaker,  was  born  June  10,  1918  at  Morristown,  Tennessee.  Clark  Clenning 
Whelan,  born  Aug.  21,  1911  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  married  Eleanor  Love  Huffaker 
Feb.  28,  1942  at  Morristown,  Tennessee.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born, 
namely,  Robert  David,  Born  Nov.  23,  1943,  Kenneth  Walton,  born  Jan.  2,  1951. 

Orrille  Louise,  third  child  of  Hubert  Halma  and  Ruby  Jewell  Nichols  Huffaker, 
was  born  Aug.  30,  1920  at  Cleveland,  Tennessee.  James  Joseph  Kirkpatrick,  born 
Aug.  3,  1922  at  Johnson  City,  Tennessee,  married  Orrille  Louise  Huffaker,  Dec.  2, 
1944  at  Warrensburg,  Missouri.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely, 
Martha  Margaret,  born  May  20,  1948  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee  and  Alan  James,  born 
July  22,  1951  at  Syracuse,  New  York 

Bonnie  Rowe,  seventh  child  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb  McFarland 
Nichols,  was  born  March  7,  1895,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  John  Morris  Miller 
was  born  Jan.  25,  1895,  married  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols  April  28,  1918,  at  White 
Pine,  Tennessee.  To  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  namely,  Norma  Adele, 
Charlotte  Adelaide,  John  Henry,  John  Morris,  Jr.,  Vivian  Rowe,  Chamblin 
McFarland,  Sarah  Love. 

John  Morris  Miller,  husband  of  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols  Miller,  died  July  4, 
1953,  at  White  Pine  Tennessee,  and  is  buried  at  West  Point,  Mississippi. 

Norma  Adele,  oldest  child  of  John  Morris  and  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols  Miller, 
was  born  April  10,  1919,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  She  is  not  married. 

Charlotte  Adelaide,  second  child  of  John  Morris  and  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols 
Miller,  was  born  Jan.  27,  1921,  at  West  Point,  Mississippi.  Ford  Hudson  Durdin 
was  born  April  12,  1906;  married  Charlotte  Adelaide  Miller,  Oct.  26,  1942.  To 
this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  John  Alvin  and  Robert  Hudson.  John 
Alvin  was  born  July  18,1946,  and  Robert  Hudson  was  born  Sept.  19,  1951. 

John  Henry,  third  child  of  John  Morris  and  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols  Miller,  was 
born  Nov.  26,  1922,  died  Feb.  24,  1924,  and  is  buried  at  West  Point,  Mississippi. 

John  Morris,  Jr,,  fourth  child  of  John  Morris  and  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols  Miller, 
was  born  June  18,  1925.  Bonnie  Jean  Clappe,  born  April  15,  1927,  married  John 
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Morris,  Jr.,  Dec.  18,  1943,  at  West  Point,  Mississippi.  To  this  union  five  children 
were  born,  namely,  Grace  Lee,  born  Nov.  16,  1944;  Dara  Jean,  born  Oct.  5,  1946- 
Ivy  Joyce,  born  Dec.  6,  1949;  Paul  Michael,  born  April  10.  1952;  and  Tony 
Morris,  born  June  17,  1954. 

Vivian  Rowe,  fifth  child  of  John  Morris  and  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols  Miller, 
was  born  Dec.  24,  1924,  at  West  Point,  Mississippi.  Theodore  Willis  Lott,  born 
Dec.  24,  1924,  married  Vivian  Rowe,  July  24,  1948,  at  Memphis,  Tennessee.  To 
this  union  four  children  were  born,  namely,  Paul  Willis,  born  May  1,  1950;  Iva 
Elizabeth,  born  June  22,  1951;  Bonnie  Gail,  born  May  20,  1953;  and  Deborah 
Vivian,  born  Sept.  1,  1954. 

Chamblin  McFarland,  sixth  child  of  John  Morris  and  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols 
Miller,  was  born  July  20,  1928,  at  West  Point,  Mississippi.  Peggy  Ann  Phillips, 
born  Sept.  4,  1933,  at  West  Point,  Mississippi,  married  Chamblin  McFarland, 
July  19,  1953.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Chamblin  McFarland,  Jr., 
born  Aug.  10,  1957,  at  West  Point,  Mississippi. 

Sarah  Love,  seventh  child  of  John  Morris  and  Bonnie  Rowe  Nichols  Miller, 
was  born  Dec.  18,  1929,  at  West  Point,  Mississippi.  James  William  Howell,  born 
Aug.  20,  1926,  married  Sarah  Love,  May  25,  1955,  at  West  Point,  Mississippi. 
This  union  has  one  adopted  son,  namely,  James  Gary,  born  Feb.  20,  I960. 

Theresa  Adelaide  Nichols,  daughter  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb 
McFarland  Nichols,  was  born  Sept.  14,  1897,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  George 
Washington  Flack,  born  Aug.  8,  1897,  at  Linton,  Indiana,  married  Theresa 
Adelaide  Nichols,  June  4,  1924,  at  Winter  Haven,  Florida.  They  were  in  the 
Real  Estate  business  there.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Lynn 
and  George  Washington,  Jr.  Lynn  was  born  Feb.  19,  1929,  at  Winter  Haven, 
Florida,  and  died  Jan.  6,  1931,  and  is  buried  at  Winter  Haven,  Florida.  George 
Washington.  Sr.,  and  Adelaide  Nichols  Flack  still  reside  in  Winter  Haven,  Florida. 

George  Washington,  Jr,,  second  son  of  George  Washington  and  Theresa 
Adelaide  Nichols  Flack,  was  born  March  26,  1932,  at  Winter  Haven,  Florida. 
George  Washington,  Jr.,  is  a  well  educated  young  man  and  teaches  in  one  of  the 
fine  schools  at  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  being  very  interested  in  the  civic,  business  and  welfare  of  his  city. 

I  have  met  him  only  once  but  he  impressed  me  greatly  as  being  a  very  fine 
civic-minded  and  progressive  young  man.  I  congratulate  the  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  his  city  for  selecting  him  as  their  president.  He  is  definitely  good 
advertisement  wherever  he  goes.  Olga  Cecilia  Quirox,  born  June  28,  1931,  in  San 
Jose,  Costa  Rica,  Central  America,  married  George  Washington  Flack,  Jr.,  June  20, 
1957,  at  Winter  Haven,  Florida.  Olga  Cecilia  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Costa 
Rica.  She  is  also  a  graduate  of  a  fine  nursing  school  there  and  majored  ^  in 
psychiatry.  Her  father  was  an  orchestra  and  band  leader  in  Costa  Rica.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  33.  Cecilia’s  third  cousin  was  a  former  President  of  Costa  Rica.  His 
name  is  Teodora  Picado  and  he  served  two  terms  (1938  and  1946).  Her  second 
cousin  is  National  Senator  in  Costa  Rica  at  the  present  time.  His  name  is  Luis 
Carlos  Suarex.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  United  States  Senator.  Cecilia  comes  from 
a  distinguished  family  of  educators  and  lawyers.  After  Cecilia  graduated  from 
various  schools  and  began  practicing  her  profession  in  Costa  Rica,  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Winter  Haven,  Florida,  succeeded  in  procuring  this  young  lady 
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for  nursing  and  psychiatric  work  in  their  city.  George  Flack  met  this  young  lady  in 
their  mutual  work  and  later  were  married.  I  believe  she  is  now  secretary  to  the 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce.  I  personally  wish  to  welcome  you,  George  and 
Cecilia  into  the  Nichols  Families  of  America  organization  and  say  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  have  you  as  our  Kinsman. 

Mary  McFarland  Nichols,  daughter  of  Josiah  Henry  and  Adelaide  Grubb 
McFarland  Nichols,  was  born  Jan.  19,  1901,  at  White  Pine,  Tennessee.  Burnett 
Rowe  Clark  was  born  May  27,  1900,  at  Hartford,  Tennessee,  married  Mary 
McFarland  Nichols,  Oct.  24,  1925  at  Hartford,  Tennessee.  I  believe  they  went 
to  Florida  and  entered  the  Real  Estate  business  and  to  my  knowledge  are  still 
there.  They  have  no  children. 
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CHAPTER  TEN 


JOHN  AND  TOBYEE  HOLMES  NICHOLS  FAMILIES 

In  writing  about  John  and  Tobyee  Holmes  Nichols  and  their  families,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  just  prior  to  the  publishing  of  this  book  I  came  into  possession 
of  some  data  on  these  fine  people.  I  intend  to  do  more  research  on  this  family 
and  will  keep  in  contact  with  the  descendants  of  them. 

I  am  told  that  John  Nichols  was  born  in  Ireland  perhaps  around  1780  and 
Toybee  Holmes  was  born  in  Scotland  sometime  in  the  1780’s.  I  don’t  know  at 
the  time  this  is  being  written  if  their  parents  brought  them  to  America  when 
they  were  small  or  if  they  were  married  in  the  British  Isles  and  later  came  to 
America.  My  belief  is  that  they  were  brought  here  when  they  were  children. 
They  or  their  families  may  have  settled  in  Philadelphia  County,  Pa.,  near  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  in  a  little  place  called  Holmstown. 

John  Nichols  married  Tobyee  Holmes.  No  date  of  marriage  known.  They  may 
have  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  North  Carolina  and  perhaps  some  or  most  of 
their  children  were  born  there.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born,  namely, 
John  (Jack),  North,  Lemuel,  Millie,  Sallie,  and  Polly.  No  record  of  dates  of  deaths 
of  John  and  his  wife,  Tobyee  Holmes  Nichols.  (The  name  Holmes  could  be 
spelled  Homes,  Holms.) 

I  only  know  part  of  the  lineage  (genealogy)  of  one  son,  John  (Jack).  I  do 
know  to  whom  two  of  the  other  are  married.  They  are  Millie  and  Polly.  Millie 
married  Randell  McPhearson.  Polly  married  Jim  Carver. 

John  (Jack)  Nichols,  son  of  John  and  Tobyee  Holmes  Nichols,  was  born 
around  1820,  probably  in  North  Carolina.  He  married  Fannie  Manis  in  the  early 
1840’s.  To  this  union  eight  children  were  born,  namely,  Louis,  John  W.,  Joe,  Harvey, 
Serry,  Mary,  Caroline,  and  Margaret. 

I  believe  that  John  (Jack)  came  into  Sevier  County,  Tenn.,  some  or  all  of  his 
children  may  have  been  born  there.  Later  some  of  his  children  settled  in  Knox 
and  Blunt  Counties,  Tenn.  No  record  of  dates  of  deaths  of  John  and  Fannie 
Manis  Nichols 

I  only  know  the  partial  lineage  (genealogy)  of  two  of  these  children,  John  W. 
and  Harve.  However  I  do  know  Joseph  went  to  the  Civil  War  and  never  returned. 
It  is  presumed  that  he  was  killed  in  battle  and  was  never  accounted  for. 

John  W.,  son  of  John  (Jack)  and  Fannie  Manis  Nichols,  was  born  Feb.  14, 

1 844.  John  W.  married  Eliza  Beard.  To  this  union  five  children  were  born,  namely, 
James  Turner,  William  Harvey,  Lillie,  Margaret,  and  Jennie.  No  record  of  dates 
of  deaths  of  John  W.  and  Eliza  Beard  Nichols. 

I  only  know  the  partial  lineage  of  one  of  these  children,  William  Harvey 
However,  I  do  know  to  whom  some  of  these  are  married.  Lillie  married  a  Bruce. 
Margaret  married  a  Craig  and  Jennie  married  a  Vinson. 

WILLIAM  HARVEY  NICHOLS 

William  Harvey,  son  of  John  W.  and  Eliza  Beard  Nichols,  married  Sarah 
Wenonah  Masterson.  To  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  namely,  Mae, 
Ernest  C.,  Delis  V.,  Richard  J.  (Jack),  Abner  Monroe,  Elza  Cleo  and  Betty 
Marie.  (Betty  Marie  died  in  infancy).  William  Harvey  Nichols,  father  of  these 
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children  died  a  few  years  ago.  Sarah  Wenonah  Masterson  Nichols  is  still  living 
and  resides  with  her  son  Richard  J.  (Jack)  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Mae  Nichols,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Wenonah  Masterson  Nichols, 
married  George  A.  Hines  and  to  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  George  A. 
Hines,  Jr. 

Ernest  C.  Nichols,  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Wenonah  Masterson  Nichols, 
married  Ada  Cupp.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Dorothy  J., 
and  Nadine. 

Delis  V.  Nichols,  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Wenonah  Masterson  Nichols, 
married  Bess  Hannah.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  namely,  Judy. 

Richard  J.  (Jack)  Nichols,  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Wenonah  Masterson 
Nichols,  married  Mayme  Toy  Lecoultre.  There  are  no  children  to  this  marriage 
but  Mayme  Toy,  wife  of  Jack,  has  two  children  by  a  former  marriage,  namely, 
Helen  Lecoultre  and  Katherine  Lecoultre.  Helen  Lecoultre,  step-daughter  of  Richard 
J.  (Jack)  and  daughter  of  Maym.e  Loy  Lecoultre  Nichols  is  not  married  at  this 
writing.  Katherine  Lecoultre,  step-daughter  of  Richard  J.  (Jack)  and  daughter  of 
Mayme  Loy  Lecoultre  Nichols  married  Harry  Wyreik  and  to  this  union  two 
children  were  born,  namely,  Yvonne  and  Kathy.  Before  leaving  Jack’s  family  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  about  him.  I  had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  meeting  Jack  at 
our  i960  and  1961  Nichols  reunions.  He  is  a  fine  man  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Tenn.  and  is  the  principal  of  the  Mooreland  Heights  School,  one  of 
the  fine  schools  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.  I  say  to  you  Jack,  welcome  to  the  Nichols 
Families  of  America,  as  it  is  fine  people  like  you  and  your  family  that  will  carry 
this  organization  on  as  some  of  the  rest  of  us  get  too  old  to  carry  on. 

Abner  Monroe  Nichols,  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Wenonah  Masterson 
Nichols,  married  Katherine  Buckner.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born, 
namely,  Barbara  and  Howard. 

Elza  Cleo,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Wenonah  Masterson  Nichols, 
married  William  V.  Slattery.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Martha 
and  Patrick. 

Betty  Marie  Nichols,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  Wenonah  Masterson 
Nichols,  died  in  infancy. 

Harvey,  another  son  of  John  (Jack)  and  Fannie  Manis  Nichols,  was  born 
either  in  North  Carolina  or  Sevier  Co.,  Tenn.  No  information  on  date  of  birth. 
He  married  Happy  Ann  Simerly.  He  settled  in  the  lower  end  of  Knox  and  Blount 
counties  and  was  a  very  successful  farmer.  He  farmed  about  40  or  50  acres.  His 
good  management  and  salesmanship  for  his  product  that  he  sold  in  Knoxville 
made  him  very  successful.  To  the  union  of  John  and  Happy  Ann  Simerly  Nichols 
five  children  were  born,  namely,  John  B.,  Mary,  Annie,  Nora,  Roxie. 

I  only  have  the  complete  lineage  of  John  B.,  but  I  do  know  to  whom  the  other 
children  are  married.  Mary  married  Col.  Teffeteller,  Annie  married  Jim  Teffeteller, 
Nora  married  Bill  Scarbrough,  Roxie  married  Frank  Smith. 

JOHN  B.  NICHOLS 

John  B.,  only  son  of  Harvey  and  Happy  Ann  Simerly  Nichols,  was  born  1887. 
He  married  Julia  Mae  Smith  (date  of  marriage  not  given).  To  this  union  three 
children  were  born,  namely,  Rufus,  John  B.  and  Mildred. 
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Rufus,  oldest  child  of  John  B.  and  Julia  Mae  Smith  Nichols,  was  born  1919 
married  Elizabeth  Morrison.  To  this  union  five  children  were  born,  namely,  Ronald' 
John,  Donald,  Jean,  and  Gail.  Jean,  oldest  child  of  Rufus  and  Elizabeth  Morrison 
Nichols,  was  born  in  1939,  married  Ken  Smith.  They  have  one  child,  namely, 
Craig  Smith.  Ronald,  son  of  Rufus  and  Elizabeth  Morrison  Nichols  was  born 
1941,  married  Carolyn  Brackin. 

Mildred,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Julia  Mae  Smith  Nichols,  was  born  1925, 
married  Roy  Harrill.  To  this  union  two  children  were  born,  namely,  Roy  L. 
and  Don.  ^ 

John  B.,  Jr.,  son  of  John  B.  and  Julia  Mae  Smith  Nichols,  was  born  1929, 
married  Florence  Jones.  They  have  no  children.  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  meet 
John  B,  Nichols,  Jr.  at  the  1961  Nichols  families  reunion.  I  was  privileged  to  have 
a  nice  talk  with  him.  He  told  me  many  nice  things  about  some  of  the  John  and 
Tobyee  Holmes  Nichols  families.  I  believe  he  is  connected  with  one  of  the  banks 
in  Maryville,  Tenn.  He  is  also  a  director  of  some  of  the  homecoming  festivities 
in  and  around  Maryville. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  NICHOLS 

In  writing  about  some  of  the  North  Carolina  Nichols  families,  I  believe  that 
most  of  them  came  there  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  The  James  Berry 
Nichols  family  that  I  am  now  going  to  write  about  came  into  Tennessee  from 
Millers  Creek,  N.  C.  shortly  after  the  Civil  War. 

James  Berry  Nichols  no  doubt  was  born  in  Miller  Creek,  N.  C.  (this  is  just 
a  few  miles  from  the  city  of  Winston  Salem,  N.  C.).  He  served  in  the  Union  Army 
during  the  Civil  War  and  shortly  after  the  Civil  War  ended  he  left  North  Carolina 
and  settled  in  and  around  Morristown,  Tenn.  His  first  wife’s  name  is  not  known. 
She  probably  was  from  North  Carolina  and  to  this  union  six  children  were  born, 
namely,  Harvey,  Tommy,  Liza,  Molly,  Ammy,  and  Charles.  I  believe  an  uncle  to 
these  children  took  three  of  the  children  and  went  to  Kentucky.  His  second  wife 
was  Caroline  Strichlet  and  to  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  namely,  Pearl, 
Samuil,  Venie,  William,  Shade,  John,  and  Jimmy. 

I  had  the  rare  privilege  of  meeting  William  and  his  fine  wife  at  the  1961 
Nichols  reunion.  He  attended  and  is  80  years  old  at  the  time  this  is  being  written. 
William  married  Myrtle  Massengill  on  July  3,  1908.  To  this  union  one  daughter 
was  born,  namely,  Cecil  Beatrice.  She  died  at  age  3  months.  In  saying  a  few 
more  words  about  William  and  Myrtle,  I  was  told  that  they  practically  reared 
and  educated  one  of  her  nephews  and  one  of  his  nephews.  I  believe  both  are 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Tenn.  Other  brothers  and  sisters  of  William 
have  a  number  of  children  and  some  of  them  live  in  and  around  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

I  do  not  know  their  names. 

SOME  OTHER  NICHOLS  FAMILIES  THAT  SEEM  TO  HAVE  THE  SAME 
LINEAGE  AS  THOSE  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  WRITTEN  ABOUT 

IN  THIS  BOOK 

Jane  Smith,  deputy  county  clerk,  Bedford  County,  Va.,  is  a  descendant  of  Isaac 
Nichols.  There  were  a  number  of  Nichols  men  by  the  name  of  Isaac.  Some  of  them 
were  in  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia.  In  fact,  one  Isaac  Nichols  that  was  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  what  is  now  Nicholas 
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County,  West  Virginia.  There  was  also  an  Isaac  Nichols  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
from  Virginia.  This  Isaac  may  have  been  a  son  of  the  above  Isaac  Nichols.  It  is 
very  possible  that  Jane  Smith  is  a  descendant  of  this  family. 

I  do  want  to  thank  her  for  the  help  she  has  given  me  in  my  research  on  the 
Nichols  families  in  Bedford  County,  Va. 

Another  family  worthy  of  mention  here  is  Elbert  or  (Albert)  Nichols,  born 
in  Massachusetts  in  1796.  He  came  to  Virginia  in  1820  as  a  peddler  or  salesman. 
He  did  extremely  well  and  in  1824  went  back  to  Massachusetts  and  married, 
returning  to  Virginia  with  his  bride.  He  established  a  large  trading  post  or  store 
a  few  miles  from  the  city  of  Lynchburg,  Va.  He  became  quite  wealthy  and  built  a 
large  mansion  for  his  family.  He  named  it  the  3  Otters.  I  am  told  that  it  has  been  a 
show  place  in  that  area  of  Virginia  for  many  years.  Any  of  you  that  may  have 
read  this  book  and  happen  to  be  in  the  Lynchburg,  Va.  area,  go  see  this  famous 
old  Nichols  home. 

Another  Nichols  family  worthy  of  mention  here  is  Mrs.  Vestal  Welch  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  Her  ancestors  came  from  Sevier  County,  Tenn.  Her  grandmother 
was  Matilda  Nichols.  I  am  not  sure  whether  she  is  a  descendant  of  the  Flayl  Nichols 
group  that  came  from  Virginia  to  Sevier  Co.,  Tenn.,  or  the  John  Nichols  group 
that  came  from  North  Carolina  to  Sevier  County,  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Welch  had  several  brothers,  one  is  Edward  Thompson,  a  Baptist  minister. 
Another  brother  is  Henry  Thompson.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  her  other  brothers. 

I  have  met  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vestal  Welch  and  his  brother  several  times.  They 
are  mighty  fine  people  and  I  am  glad  to  welcome  them  in  the  Nichols  families. 

JOHN  HATCHER  NICHOLS 

John  Hatcher  Nichols  came  from  Louden  County,  Virginia  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
as  a  young  man  to  attend  the  medical  school  at  the  University  of  Cincinnati. 
After  graduating  from  medical  school,  he  married  Caroline  Berryman.  He  practiced 
medicine  in  and  around  Wapakoneta,  Ohio.  I  believe  that  was  the  home  of  his 
wife.  To  this  union  five  children  were  born,  namely.  Grant,  Cora,  Harry,  Lucy 
and  Caroline.  Caroline  died  in  infancy. 

I  only  know  the  partial  lineage  of  one  of  these  children.  He  is  Grant  Nichols. 

Grant  Nichols,  son  of  John  Hatcher  and  Caroline  Berryman  Nichols,  attended 
college  at  Ohio  State,  graduating  wth  high  honors  in  medicine.  He  married  Mary 
Means  of  Wapokenta,  Ohio.  I  believe  Dr.  Grant  Nichols  practiced  medicine  in 
and  around  that  area  with  his  father.  Dr.  John  Hatcher  Nichols.  To  this  union 
four  children  were  born,  namely,  Robert,  Lucille,  Dudley  and  John  Hatcher. 

I  only  know  the  lineage  of  one  of  these  children,  John  Hatcher.  John  Hatcher 
Nichols,  son  of  Dr.  Grant  and  Mary  Means  Nichols,  attended  medical  school  at 
the  University  of  Michigan,  graduating  with  high  honors.  He  married  Ardys 
Stoner,  also  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  To  this  union  two  children 
were  born,  namely,  Nancy  Ann  and  John  Htacher,  Jr. 

Nancy  Ann,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  and  Ardys  Stoner  Nichols,  married  Robert 
Janoch.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Robert  Edward,  Jr., 
Malinda  Means. 


112 


John  Hatcher  Nichols,  Jr.,  son  of  Dr.  John  H.  and  Ardys  Stoner  Nichols,  is  a 
newspaper  man  for  the  United  Press  and  also  writes  for  a  newspaper  in  Brooklyn 
New  York.  He  is  not  married.  ^  ’ 

In  commenting  on  this  fine  family,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  know  the 
ancestral  root  of  them  on  both  the  Nichols  and  Hatcher  side  is  planted  deeply  in 
the  early  history  of  Virginia.  I  might  add  that  there  is  some  proof  that  Henry 
Clay  is  related  to  the  Hatcher  family  there.  I  feel  very  close  to  this  family,  as 
some  of  my  ancesmrs  married  into  the  Hatcher  family.  I  might  also  add  that 
Dr.  John  H.  and  his  fine  wife  Ardys  Stoner  Nichols  reside  in  or  near  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  He  is  an  outstanding  psychiatrist  in  this  area. 

Another  fine  Nichols  family  that  I  would  like  to  mention  in  this  book  is 
Rev.  A.  W.  Nichols,  Methodist  minister.  He  was  born  in  New  Jersey.  He  came 
to  Tennessee,  I  believe,  to  work  for  the  T.V.A.  He  later  studied  for  the  ministry  and 
was  ordained  several  years  ago.  It  might  interest  you  to  know  that  Rev.  A.  W. 
Nichols  is  now  the  minister  of  the  Chestnut  Hill  Methodist  Church.  This  is  the 
church  that  I  attended  from  childhood  up  to  young  manhood.  He  is  a  great  fellow 
and  I  like  him  very  much.  He  married  a  Tennessee  girl  and  I  believe  he  has  one 
or  two  daughters. 

Mrs.  Nicholas  Ivanhoff,  a  sister  to  Rev.  A.  W.  Nichols,  resides  in  New  Jersey 
Her  husband  died  a  years  ago.  She  has  children,  but  I  don’t  know  their  names  or 
how  many  she  has. 

NICHOLS  FAMILIES  IN  ARIZONA 
Alfred  Ransome  Nichols  Families 

Alfred  Ransome  Nichols  was  born  in  North  Carolina  around  1790,  his  wife’s 
name  was  Phoebe  Hanson,  she  may  have  been  born  in  North  Carolina  or  around 
Riggsville,  Ark.,  in  1793.  In  any  event  this  family  did  go  to  Arkansas  right  on  or 
hear  the  boundary  line  of  Missouri,  probably  in  Polk  County.  To  this  union  ten 
children  were  ^Uorn,  namely — ^Alfred,  Joseph,  Jesse,  Elijah,  Ransome,  Edward, 
Emesiah,  Abner,  Mathilde  and  Levi.  Of  these  children,  Joseph,  Ransome  and  Edward 
were  killed  fighting  in  the  Civil  War.  Levi  died  during  the  Civil  War,  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  died  from  being  wounded  or  not.  Abner  may  have  died  during 
the  Civil  War.  Elijah  died  in  1928.  Emesiah  and  Jesse  I  have  no  data  on  or 
Mathilde. 

Alfred  Ransome  Jr.,  oldest  child  of  Alfred  Ransome  and  Phoebe  Hanson 
Nichols  was  born  around  1811,  probably  in  Polk  County,  or  near  the  Arkansas- 
Missouri  border.  He  married  Martha  Gilmore.  To  this  union  eight  children  were 
born,  namely — Edna  Mathilde,  Lucy  Jane,  Eliza  Lee,  Ransome  Tainly,  Lydia,  Emesiah 
Sage,  Nancy  Katherine  and  Phoebe  Caroline.  Alfred  Ransome  Nichols,  husband  of 
Martha  Gilmore  and  father  of  the  above  children  was  killed  by  a  run-away  slave  in 
or  near  the  Arkansas-Missouri  border.  He  had  a  Muzzle  Loading  Gun  and  was  out 
hunting,  possibly  for  this  slave.  The  slave  jumped  from  behind  a  tree  and  they 
struggled  for  the  gun  breaking  it  and  the  slave  getting  the  loaded  part  of  the  gun, 
shot  Alfred  Ransome  Nichols.  The  slave  was  later  caught  and  told  just  how  it 
happened. 

After  the  Civil  War  was  over  the  widow  Martha  Gilmore  Nichols  with  the 
three  youngest  children,  namely,  Emesiah  Sage,  Nancy  Katherine  and  Phoebe 
Caroline  had  it  very  hard  trying  to  survive  when  some  people  from  Texas  came 
through  there  and  told  them  they  at  least  could  get  plenty  of  food  in  Texas.  The 
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widow  and  these  three  small  children  went  to  Texas  with  these  people.  I  have  no 
record  of  what  happened  in  and  around  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  I  have  no  record 
as  to  whom  Nancy,  or  Phoebe  Caroline,  the  two  little  daughters  of  the  Widow 
Nichols,  married  or  if  they  had  any  family. 

Emesiah  Sage  Nichols  was  born  in  1850,  the  son  that  came  to  Texas  with  his 
mother  Martha  Gilmore  Nichols  grew  up  in  Texas.  Emesiah  Sage’s  first  marriage,  his 
wife’s  maiden  name  is  unknown,  to  this  union  two  children  were  born,  a  boy  and 
a  girl.  William  Nichols  was  the  boy’s  name  but  I  do  not  know  what  the  girl’s  name 
was.  His  first  wife  divorced  him  and  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Fortune.  (The 
joke  of  this  is  she  divorced  a  Nichols  to  marry  a  fortune).  A  little  more  will  be 
said  about  this  son,  William,  a  little  later  on  in  this  family  lineage. 

X 

After  Emesiah  Sage  Nichols’  first  wife  divorced  him,  he  later  married  Rebecca 
Hanson,  I  believe,  in  Texas.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born,  namely — Edith, 
Maud,  Ida,  Dan,  Minnie  and  Clara.  Clara  died  in  infancy.  Emesiah  Sage  Nichols 
took  his  family  to  Checkowa,  Old  Mexico,  there  he  went  into  the  Cattle  Raising 
business.  This  was  sometime  between  1885  and  1892.  While  there  he  and  his 
entire  family  joined  the  Mormon  Church. 

Viola  Scott  Nagley,  a  young  widow  whose  husband  was  killed  by  a  bear  that 
he  had  wounded,  had  one  child  by  this  marriage,  her  name  was  Elva.  Viola  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Mormon  Church  that  Emesiah  Sage  Nichols  family  belonged  to 
in  Mexico.  Emesiah  Sage  Nichols  decided  he  wanted  to  marry  this  young  widow 
and  under  the  Mormon  Doctrine  a  man  could  have  one  or  more  wives  under  certain 
conditions.  Under  the  Mormon  Church  Doctrine  in  order  to  have  another  wife  you 
had  to  have  consent  of  your  present  wife  or  wives.  Rebecca  Hanson  Nichols,  his 
wife,  gave  her  consent  at  first  for  him  to  marry  Viola  Scott  Nagley,  as  the  wedding 
date  drew  near  she  decided  against  giving  her  consent,  therefore,  Emesiah  Sage 
Nichols  could  not  marry  Viola  Scott  Nagley.  There  was  quite  a  family  furor  about 
it.  He  later  gave  the  above  children  some  cattle  and  divided  the  rest  of  his  cattle 
up  into  two  groups  and  told  his  wife  Rebecca  there  they  are  and  you  take  your 
pick  of  either  group  of  cattle  as  I  am  going  to  divorce  you  and  marry  Viola.  She 
picked  her  group  of  cattle  and  they  were  divorced.  I  do  not  know  where  any  of 
the  children  of  Emesiah  Sage  and  Rebecca  Hanson  Nichols  are  or  to  whom  they 
married. 

Emesiah  Sage  Nichols  later  married  Viola  Scott  Nagley,  and  I  believe,  her 
little  daughter  and  they  moved  with  their  cattle  to  the  Mexican  State  of  Sonora.  To 
this  union  eight  children  were  born,  namely — Alfred  H.,  Melvin  Franklin,  Leeroy, 
Charles  Weldon,  Nina,  Lola,  Phoebe  and  Anthony. 

In  1912  with  the  Panch  Villa  Insurrection,  nearly  every  state  in  Mexico  had  its 
own  Army  and  fighting  among  themselves.  The  Americans  were  forced  to  return 
to  the  United  States  in  order  to  protect  their  families  from  death.  Emesiah  Sage 
Nichols  brought  his  family  back  to  Arizona.  I  believe  he  engaged  in  the  cattle 
business  there.  He  and  his  wife  probably  died  in  Arizona  and  is  no  doubt  buried 
somewhere  in  that  state.  I  only  know  the  partial  lineage  of  their  oldest  son  Alfred 
H.,  but  do  know  to  whom  most  of  Emesiah  Sage  and  Viola  Nichols’  other  children 
married.  I  will  list  whom  the  other  children  married  here  and  leave  Alfred  last. 

Elva,  the  daughter  of  Viola  and  her  first  husband,  married  David  H.  Solbin 
and  they  have  five  children — Melvin  Franklin  married  Anna  Foster,  they  had  five 
children,  one  pair  of  twins  and  one  child  died  in  infancy.  Leeroy  married  Zelma 
Martin  and  they  have  five  children.  Leeroy  was  killed  several  years  ago  in  an 


114 


cddent.  Charles  W.  married  Belle  Stock,  they  had  six  children,  one  adopted.  Nina 
larried  Walter  Barney,  they  had  four  children;  she  married  the  second  time  Frank 
arson,  no  children  by  this  marriage.  Lola  married  R.  Williams,  they  have  five 
lildren,  one  drowned  at  the  age  of  5  years  old.  Phoebe  married  Walter  Oppenshaw, 
ley  have  nine  children.  He  owns  and  operates  a  Drug  Store  in  Phoenix,  Arizona! 
jithony  married  Pauline  Close,  they  have  two  children. 

Some  of  the  above  names  may  be  misspelled  as  in  getting  this  record  ready  I 
lay  not  have  all  of  the  names  exactly  right.  I  apologize  if  I  have  not. 

Alfred  H.  Nichols,  oldest  child  of  Emesiah  and  Viola  Nichols,  brother  of  the 
ove  children,  lives  in  Mesa,  Arizona.  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  meeting  Alfred 
L  and  part  of  his  family  December  28,  1961  while  visiting  in  that  area.  It  was 
great  thrill  to  me  to  meet  such  a  fine  man  and  his  sweet  wife. 

Alfred  H.  Nichols  married  Rachel  Manning.  The  Judge  that  performed  their 
larriage  ceremony  later  became  the  Governor  of  Arizona. 

Rachel  Manning’s  family  came  from  Alabama  to  Arizona  and  some  of  the 
irly  Manning  ancestors  may  have  once  lived  in  East  Tennessee  before  going  to 
labama.  Alfred  H.  and  Rachel  Manning  Nichols  have  eleven  children.  I  was  very 
rtunate  in  meeting  a  number  of  them.  Their  names  are:  Elenor,  Marie,  Alfred 
)yd,  Rosalie,  Fay,  Lilly,  Hydrum  Dale,  Arnold  Sheldon,  Earl  Vernon,  Clyde  Lynn 
d  Jay  Rodney. 

Elenor  married  Louis  Stradley,  they  have  twelve  children.  Alfred  Lloyd 
arried  Nona  Gertrude  Anderson,  they  have  six  children.  Fay  married  Don  Eldon 
unsacker,  they  have  five  children.  Lilly  married  Lorence  Welton  Martineau,  they 
ive  six  dhildren.  Lilly  and  her  husband  now  reside  in  Old  Mexico  where  he  is 
nployed  by  a  large  Electrical  Company  from  the  United  States.  Hydrum  Dale 
larried  Verna  Pearl  Randall,  they  have  six  children.  Arnold  Sheldon  married  Ann 
^ashburn,  they  have  three  children.  Earl  Vernon  married  Sybil  Irene  Workman, 
ey  have  three  children.  Gyde  Lynn  expeas  to  enter  Arizona  State  College  at 
agstaff,  Arizona  next  September.  I  had  the  very  great  pleasure  of  meeting  him 
hile  visiting  his  father.  Jay  Rodney,  youngest  son,  is  in  High  School  at  Mesa. 
ri2x>na. 

I  wish  to  make  a  few  more  comments  about  this  fine  family  and  the  wonderful 
)spitality  they  gave  me  while  visiting  them.  Alfred  H.  Nichols  lives  on  an  80-acre 
nch  near  Mesa,  Arizona.  He  and  his  son  Dale  and  Dale  s  father-in-law,  Mr.  Randall 
vn  122  seaions  of  land  and  have  leases  on  44  more  sections  in  the  Grand  Canyon 
ea,  they  at  the  time  I  was  visiting  them  had  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  that  w^ 
i  that  range.  They  also  have  a  large  ranch  in  California  and  I  believe  two  of  his 
iier  sons  may  be  running  it.  Alfred  H.  Nichols  is  a  Bishop  in  the  Mormon  Church. 

You  will  recall  the  William  Nichols  son  of  Emesiah  Sage  Nichols  by  his  ^Est 
ife  who  diverced  him  and  married  a  Fortune.  This  Williarn  Nichols  searched  or 
ars  to  find  what  had  happened  to  his  father  and  what  family  he  might  have  had. 

I  the  latter  part  of  1961  just  before  I  visited  Alfred,  William  and  Alfred  had  gotten 
contact  with  each  other  and  one  of  William’s  sons  brought  him  to  IV^sa  Arizona 
see  Alfred  and  they  had  a  real  visit.  The  unusual  thing  about  this  ^ 
e  was  the  son  of  Emesiah  Sage  by  his  first  wife  and  Alfred  H.  was  the  son  of 
nesiah  Sage  Nichols  by  his  third  wife  and  they  had  never  known  each  other  until 
lis  time.  William  is  85  years  of  age  and  now  resides  in  San  Diego,  California. 
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In  my  last  remarks  about  this  fine  family,  it  was  wonderful  to  be  on  the  lawn, 
reach  up  in  their  orange,  tangerine,  grapefruit  and  lemon  trees  and  gather  fruit  to 
your  heart’s  content,  plus  many  Pecan  trees  and  beautiful  flowers  that  grow  pro¬ 
fusely  in  that  area,  l  might  add  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  H.  Nichols  have  52  grand¬ 
children  and  there  were  59  of  his  grandchildren  and  children  at  their  home  at 
Christmas  in  1961. 


JAMES  NICHOLS 

Another  fine  Nichols  family  that  resides  in  Arizona  that  I  spoke  to  on  the 
telephone  while  visiting  there  is  James  Nichols.  He  lives  in  Gilbert,  Arizona,  just 
a  few  miles  from  Phoenix  and  Mesa  and  is  in  business  there.  I  talked  to  his  wife 
by  ’phone  and  she  and  her  husoand  were  quite  interested  in  the  Nichols  Families. 
Here,  in  brief,  is  what  I  learned  about  James  Nichols. 

I  believe  he  or  his  family  lived  in  Arkansas,  near  the  Missouri  border.  I  believe 
his  wife  told  me  that  his  ancestors  lived  in  Mississippi  before  going  to  Arkansas. 
I  wish  to  refer  you  back  to  the  family  of  Thomas  Nichols  that  came  from  Ireland 
to  England  to  Pennsylvania  to  Virginia  and  some  of  this  family  was  involved  in  the 
Cat  Fish  Law  in  Virginia.  The  records  show  that  some  of  that  family  reside  in 
Tennessee,  Mississippi  and  Kansas.  It  could  bf^  that  this  family  is  a  descendent  of 
that  group.  There  is  also  a  possibility  that  he  could  be  a  descendent  of  some  of  the 
earlier  Nichols  family  that  was  in  the  Alfred  Nichols  families  that  I  have  pre¬ 
viously  written  about.  Although  they  are  good  friends  they  have  no  knowledge  of 
being  of  the  same  Nichols  tree.  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  I  was  unable  to  speak  to 
James  Nichols  as  he  was  not  available  at  that  time.  I  do  not  know  what  his  wife’s 
maiden  name  was.  I  believe  they  have  at  least  one  child  or  maybe  more  as  a  little 
girl  answered  the  ’phone  and  called  her  mother. 
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CONCLUSION 


In  ending  this  brief  history  of  the  lineage  of  a  few  Nichols  families  in 
America,  I  wish  to  thank  my  wife,  Mr.  Paul  C.  McConnell  and  Miss  Mary  Kerekes 
for  the  valuable  help  they  have  given  me  in  compiling  this  information.  1  hope 
the  early  records  and  wills  in  this  book  will  give  to  the  readers  an  idea  of  how 
our  early  families  in  this  country  lived  and  thought.  It  is  very  comforting  to  know 
that  they  were  all  God-fearing  people  and  worshipped  in  a  manner  of  their  choice. 

I  know  that  a  great  improvement  could  be  made  in  this  book,  but  at  this 
time  it  is  the  best  I  can  do.  I  have  been  blind  for  three  and  a  half  years  and 
since  then  my  thoughts  have  not  been  as  clear  as  they  formerly  were. 

You  no  doubt  have  noticed  that  there  was  more  written  about  my  own  family 
than  anyone  else.  One  of  the  reasons  for  this,  my  original  plan  was  to  write 
only  about  my  own  ancestors  so  that  my  own  descendants  in  years  to  come  might 
have  a  little  better  picture  as  to  what  they  were  like.  Another  reason,  I  know  more 
about  my  own  family  tree  than  any  other.  I  am  sure  that  my  family  tree  deserves 
no  more  space  than  any  other  family  tree  in  this  book  and  that  certainly  applies 
to  me. 

I  hope  the  readers  of  this  book  will  perpetuate  the  reunion  of  the  Nichols 
families  for  many,  many  years  to  come.  We  do  have  a  heritage  here  that  few 
families  in  America  can  match.  I  believe  that  the  Nichols  generations  to  come 
should  have  a  chance  to  know  their  ancestry.  The  best  way  to  do  this  in  my 
opinion  is  to  hold  a  reunion  each  year  for  them.  I  promise  as  long  as  I  live  that 
I  will  attend  these  reunions  if  they  are  held. 

I  just  want  to  say  in  conclusion  that  as  long  as  there  is  an  America,  there 
will  always  be  a  Nidiols  ready  to  defend  it,  just  as  our  forefathers  settl^  and 
helped  defend  it  since  the  days  of  the  earliest  English  speaking  people  came  here. 
I  am  glad  through  the  media  of  this  book  I  have  been  able  to  meet  personally  many 
of  my  Nichols  kinsmen,  whom  I  have  never  met  before.  May  God  bless  you  all. 

Wyatt  M.  Nichols 
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